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WELCOME
MUSIC:

We Come to Tell Our Stories
WORDS: Jan Aldredge-Clanton: MUSIC: William G. Fischer, HANKEY

GREETING:
The grace of our risen CHRIST,
the MYSTERY which IS LOVE
and the breath of the SPIRIT
is with you all.
Thank be to ALL that IS HOLY!
PRAYER OF THE DAY
UN-NAMEABLE ONE,
we approach your mystery with joy
and trepidation.
Touch us with tenderness
and open us to your love.
Calm our fears.
Empower our curiosity.
Grant us wisdom.
Teach us to love.
This we pray in the name of the ONE who IS
WAS and ever more SHALL BE,
our LOVER, BELOVED and BREATH of LOVE. Amen

Song:

Be Not Afraid (ELW#388)
Text: Matthew 28:5; Taize Communint;
Music: Jacques Berthier
Be not afraid, sing out for joy!
Christ is Risen, Alleluia!
Be not afraid, sing out for joy!
Christ is risen Alleluia!

Reading:

Acts 16: 9-15

During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him and
saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.”
When he had seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being
convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good news to them.
We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day to
Neapolis and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a
Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. On the Sabbath day we went outside
the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and
spoke to the women who had gathered there.
A certain woman named Lydia, a worshipper of God, was listening to us; she was from the
city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth.
Christ opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul.
When she and her household were baptized, she urged us, saying,
“If you have judged me to be faithful to Christ, come and stay at my home.”
And Lydia prevailed upon us.

Song:

Beloved Whom We Long For

Gospel:

John 14:23-29

Judas—not Judas Iscariot—said,
“Rabbi, why is it that you’ll reveal yourself to us, and not to the whole world?”
Jesus answered,
“Those who love me will be true to my word, and Abba God will love them; and we will come
to them and make our dwelling place with them.
Those who don’t love me don’t keep my words.
Yet the message you hear is not mine; it comes from Abba God who sent me.
This much have I said to you while still with you; but the Paraclete, the Holy Spirit whom
Abba God will send in my name, will instruct you in everything and she will remind you of all
that I told you.
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you; but the kind of peace I give you is not like the
world’s peace.
Don’t let your hearts be distressed; don’t be fearful.
You’ve heard me say, “I AM going away but I will return.”
If you really loved me, you would rejoice because I AM going to Abba God, for Abba is
greater than I.
I tell you this now, before it happens so that when it happens you will believe.

REFLECTION: Yes please Jesus! I’ll have some of that peace you’re offering!

SONG OF THE DAY:

Doxology for Humanity
MUSIC: OLD HUNDREDTH

Praise life that makes us change and grow
Praise love that makes compassion flow
Praise peace that ends all strife and fear
Praise hands that work for justice here
Praise ears that hear the children’s cries
Praise truth that drives out cruel lies
Praise hearts that value human worth
Praise lives that build a better earth
Praise eyes that see all human need
Praise minds that cast out selfish greed
Praise lips that challenge those in power
Praise those who struggle every hour
Praise faith that keeps us ever strong
Praise hope that triumphs over wrong
Praise dreams that make our spirits rise
Praise voices raised in joyful cries
PRAYERS:
Sharon Willan:
PEACE-SEEKING LOVER, You with no name and all names,
carry us into the nothingness that is everything.
Thank you for life on this planet, our home.
Thank you for birthing all of us, humans, living creatures,
mountains, rivers, lakes, and the air the sustains us - for Life!
But, HOLY ONE, I sit here watching the brutalities of a vicious war
being waged in Ukraine, seeing our Earth ravaged, hearing of famine
and starvation, all the while knowing that none of this needs to be happening.
There is enough on this planet for all, including our sister and brother living
creatures. I am distressed, on the brink of feeling hopeless.
Then I read the words of Jesus,
“Don’t let your hearts be distressed; don’t be fearful. ” How can I
not be distressed? I am afraid of a future we seem to be
plunging into nonstop!
Again, I read, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you;
but the kind of of peace I leave with you is not like the world’s peace.”

HOLY ONE, I begin to realize that Peace is not the absence of war
or conflicts. Peace has to begin with me, deep in the centre of my
being, deeper in the HEART of MYSTERY where You teach the hard
lessons, where I must begin to transform my thoughts into your
thoughts. Transformation is not an easy road. Caterpillars must
first enter a small, dark cocoon, dissolve into a sticky goo and
gradually become the beautiful butterfly. Is this the Peace Jesus
asks us to embrace? The caterpillar is tethered to the cocoon
through its entire life change. What are we tethered to that will
provide the peace we long for?
Ilia Delio reminds us, that ”The inner universe and the outer
universe are a continuous flow of life so that, even in the midst
of war and destruction, one may see goodness and find peace, if
one’s inner universe is tethered in love.”
PEACE-SEEKING LOVER, may we be tethered in love to You.
May we wait patiently for your words to penetrate - “Do not let
your hearts be distressed; don’t be fearful”. May this messy goo
of transformation create a sacred space for all. May we be gentle
with ourselves and with all others, leaving no room for thoughts
of vengeance, anger, despair, or hopelessness so that the “here,
but not yet” kindom Jesus dreamed of may become reality in
us.
ERIC SCHULTZ
“Peace that the world cannot give.”
GOD of the spiraling Cosmos and the here and now. The hustle and bustle of our lives, in our communities, on
our planet can be exhausting, distressing, overwhelming. The speed of life, the noise of progress, the
compulsion for more, more, more can’t be the centre of life. Hurrying by others, known and unknown without
more than a glance as we fix our sights on goals of wealth and prosperity. We are encouraged to work harder
and faster to attain more, bigger, newer. We are driven to have our piece of the pie. Remind us that, big or
small, it’s not our pie at all. This magnificent planet with its beauty to inspire us and ability to sustain us and
all life is not ours to have or own. It was here long before humans stood upright, learned to plant and harvest,
gather and store, mine and refine its resources. We do not own our piece of the pie, but we are called to care
for it, no matter how slim or wide that piece may be. May we honor this unofficial start of summer with a
renewed awareness of the healing capacity of nature; flora, fauna, sea and sky, friend and family. Draw our
focus from a piece of the pie toward what wealth and prosperity cannot buy – Peace – Holy Peace.
GREAT SPIRIT, slow our frenzied pace that we may hear the morning song of the birds, feel the warmth of the
sun, savor the rich taste of food, see the love that is in and around us. In each and every encounter may we
experience peace, for our bodies, minds and souls. Open our spirits to consider that the world cannot give the
peace we seek, because it is not something we get from the world. It is something already within us that we
give to the world. May we echo the words of Jesus “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you.” Amen.

SONG:

When We Have Moved

Love One Another

Words: William L. Wallace: MUSIC: Finlandia
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BLESSING
LOVE is the peace we long for.
The peace the world cannot give.
The peace which comes as pure gift from Creation
and from all the LOVE we share with Creation’s creatures.
LOVE is our peace.
Yes, please and thank-you very much for being the LOVE which is the peace our
world longs for.
Let us continue be that LOVE.
Let us be the LOVE which heals all trauma.
Let us be that peace.
Peace which comes from the ONE which IS
Our LOVER, BELOVED, and BEATHE OF LOVE, our PEACE.
Amen.

Gather with us!
In-Person & Online

Sundays @ 10:45am
at the Gathering Centre

1035 Wayne Dr. Newmarket, On.

Worship Videos will be posted
Sunday afternoons by 4pm

Progressive in Approach: CHRISTlike in Action!

Opening ourselves to the MYSTERY
which is the LOVE that is DIVINITY

Please note: Our 2022 Budget figures have not yet been finalized.
This will happen at our Annual General Meeting on May 15, 2022. At the
moment, we are holding our own relative to actual expenses. Well done
everyone!!!

OFFERINGS:
There are several ways to ensure that we are able to continue meeting our commitments.
You can mail in your offerings:
Holy Cross Lutheran Church
1035 Wayne Drive
Newmarket, On. L3Y 2W9
You can sign up to our Preauthorized Remittance Program PAR
contact our Treasurer Sharon Smyth who will guide you
You can go to Holy Cross’ CanadaHelps page to donate just follow the link:

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/36983

E-transfer
You can now transfer funds via email to:
holy.cross.donations@rogers.com
Make sure you are on our MAILING LIST
so that we can send you all the Zoom Links
We want to see your smiling face as often as possible!
Send an email to: holycrosslutheran@rogers.com
and we will be sure to send you all our news!

