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Life is a gift. LOVE is the Point.
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Morning Has Broken

GREETING:
The grace of our risen CHRIST,
the MYSTERY which IS LOVE
and the breath of the SPIRIT
is with you all.
Thank be to ALL that IS HOLY!

Be Still
and Know Mystery
Be Still

SONG:
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
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Let us open ourselves to the blessings which continue to emanate
from the MYSTERY in which we live and move and have our being.
Silence
Endless blessings, endlessly flowing. How is it that we fail to notice?
Let us loosen our grasp upon blessings we have horded as
treasures.
Silence
Blessing upon blessing. More than we need. Abundance is ours!
Let us loosen our grasp upon blessings we have horded as
treasures.
Silence
Our treasures stockpiled, guarded, waiting to be transformed into
blessings.
Let us be transformed by LOVE into the blessings our world
longs for.
May the MYSTERY, which is the source of all blessing, LOVE in,
with, through, and beyond us.
©
Now and always. Amen.

..

SONG:

LOVE Let My Heart Be Good Soil
LOVE, let my heart be good soil,
open to the seed of your WORD.
LOVE, let my heart be good soil,
where LOVE can grow
and peace be understood.
When my heart is hard,
break the stone away.
When my heart is cold,
warm it with the day.
When my heart is lost,
lead me in your way.
LOVE, let my heart,
LOVE, let my heart,
LOVE, let my heart be good soil,

GOSPEL:

John 13:31-35

Once Judas left, Jesus said,
“Now is the Chosen One glorified and God is glorified as well.
If God has been glorified, God will in turn glorify the Chosen One and will do so
very soon.
My little children, I won’t be with you much longer.
You’ll look for me, but what I said to the Temple authorities, I say to you:
where I am going, you cannot come.
I give you a new commandment:
Love one another.
And you’re to love one another they way I have loved you.
This is how all will know that you are my disciples: that you truly love one
another.

REFLECTION:

Adaptation Is NOT Enough!
We Must Be Transformed!

LOVE
Another
Love
OneOne
Another
TEXT: David Stevenson; MUSIC: ELLERS

SONG OF THE DAY:

& b 44 ˙

Ellers

1.Love one an - oth - er
as I
2.I
deem you worth - y
of my
3.Love knows no bound, con - di - tion
4.Faith, hope with love the
great - est

& b œ œ œ nœ w

7

˙

my in - sis - tent call.
less your neigh - bour too;
I
am ev - er met.
all who dwell in
me.

&b ˙

13

œ œ œ œ w

œ œ ˙ ˙

Wel Pa
Choose
Find
-

œ

come
tient
to
ing

œ

I
Yet,
Not
Ac -

˙

the
out to
bear
for - give,
in
me

you all;
for you,
re - gret;
the three:

œ œ ˙ ˙

bid
self
least,
cept

˙

cast
the
dis
the

love
love
nor
of

-

you wear
de - ny wish well
my love,

with
ing,
for
live

œ

œ

from
the
cross and
cov - er
life,
the

˙ œ œ ˙ ˙

In
Love
In
These

oth - er's needs
then your - self,
lov - ing act are the marks

œ œ œ œ w

me love's seam - less
know your - self set
those who do you
in
it and con

œ

œ

hear
no
ion
of

dress,
free,
wrong;
- vey,

w

wil - der - ness.
fol - low
me.
love
is
strong.
truth, the
way.

PRAYERS:
Jane Winstanley
My prayer is for all those who are homeless.
Those who are permanently without a home – for whatever reason. Those who have left home due
to violent relationships.
The people of Peguis first nation who have been evacuated because of flooding.
Those in Hay River and areas of the Red River whose homes are being destroyed by a combination
of snow melt and excess rain.
Ukrainians whose homes have been blasted by bombs and who have lost everything.
I think of refugees fleeing war, famine, authoritarian regimes, persecution.
What can I do? Thoughts and prayers are not actions.
Where can I be effective? How can I show my concern?
Locally? Nationally? Internationally?
LOVE DIVINE this week open my eyes to see where I can contribute.
I am thankful for all who open their doors to refugees.
For organizations who pool their resources to find homes, furniture, clothing and help to meet the
needs of the homeless.
For Governments, religious groups and NGO’s who work with the displaced and the homeless.
©
For those who advocate for better funding, for adequate
evacuation centres, medical centres, and
women’s shelters.
What does ‘Loving one another’ look like for me, here, today, this week?
Open my eyes and ears so I am more aware of the needs, then give me the courage to act with love.
Amen

Sharon Willan
QUIET LOVER, FIERCE FRIEND, you ask - Love one another. And then you add the impossible Love one another as I have loved you.
I want safety, security, comfort, love, but you say love one another - not just friends, not just my circle
of colleagues - no, you mean everyone, no matter the race, colour, gender, religion - all those
barriers we set up to protect ourselves from the “other”.
QUIET LOVER, FIERCE FRIEND, you ask - too much! You ask and then you seem to hide, leaving
me alone to love. You leave behind a nothingness. Just as Jesus followers were told they could not
follow him at that time. If we allow it, this consent to loving one another in the darkness can radicalize
us, make us better, stronger people.
I am privileged - therefore much is asked. I am learning that in this deep dark nothingness, there is
everything. 4.5 billion years of evolution on this tiny Earth suspended among trillions of galaxies,
planet, stars. Millions of species of other than human creatures, and over seven billion people inhabit
this one HOME, all birthed from One Source - our Cosmic Parent - Beauty, diversity, goodness,
compassion peace, alongside war, violence, hatred. So, yes, you give abundantly and ask so much!
The humble mystic, John of the Cross states that he would risk everything for “an I don’t-know-what
that lies hidden in the heart of MYSTERY”. That is the key to your asking - the allurement to enter
deeply into the heart of MYSTERY even though the nothingness feels overwhelming. John continues,
‘the generous heart does not collapse into easy things but rises up in adversity.” And today adversity
rises up on all sides: populism and fascism fueled by greed, war sustained by power, starvation rising
from an ethic of scarcity, climate change slowly killing our Earth and denied by business and oil
magnates, and fear that we don’t know how to remain non-violent and still stand against these
powers.
Oh, GENTLE LOVER, FIERCE FRIEND, I so want the easy things!
May we acknowledge our fears, our feelings of “what do we do”?
May we follow, muster up the courage to turn toward the ragged, drunken, belligerent, and violent
knowing in our hearts that You dwell in the midst of each one.
May we be gentle and kind to family and friends even when we’re tired and just want some alone
time.
GENTLE LOVER, FIERCE FRIEND,
May we find ways to draw those we meet into the heart of Mystery to be healed and loved. May we
learn to love in ways we never thought possible. Amen

SONG:

Voice-Over GOD, Our LOVER and CREATOR
Text:

Fred Kaan Tune: Londonderry Air

VOICE-OVER GOD, our LOVER and CREATOR,
whose WORD transformed disorder into peace,
who gave to all that is a name, a calling,
by whom all human wisdom was released,
GOD, give us confidence in living, loving,
the mind, the mood to make this life a feast.
GOD, give us confidence in living, loving,
the mind, the mood to make this life a feast.
COMPANION-CHRIST, in human terms among us,
let your redeeming, freeing presence teach
and help us not to measure those around us
by culture, race, by gender, creed or speech,
to look for that which is of GOD within them,
reach out, give thanks for what is good in each.
to look for that which is of GOD within them,
reach out, give thanks for what is good in each.
ENNOBLING SPIRIT, source of strength and passion,
inspire our hearts to hear the voiceless cry,
our will to break the shackles of injustice,
take down the barriers that demean, divide;
to give the hungry bread, the homeless shelter:
life in all fullness, that will never die.
to give the hungry bread, the homeless shelter:
life in all fullness, that will never die.
BLESSING
Today, here and now, LOVing one another,
requires the kind of justice which is transformative.
Listen again to the transformative cry for justice:
“I give you a new commandment:
Love one another.
And you’re to love one another the way I have loved you.
This is how all will know that you are my disciples:
that you truly love one another.”
We, my friends, we have been richly blessed.
Blessed to be a blessing.
Let us be transformed.
Let us be justice, so that all may know in us,
the LOVE which transformative.

Gather with us!
In-Person & Online

Sundays @ 10:45am
at the Gathering Centre

1035 Wayne Dr. Newmarket, On.

Worship Videos will be posted
Sunday afternoons by 4pm

Progressive in Approach: CHRISTlike in Action!

Opening ourselves to the MYSTERY
which is the LOVE that is DIVINITY

Please note: Our 2022 Budget figures have not yet been finalized.
This will happen at our Annual General Meeting on May 15, 2022. At the
moment, we are holding our own relative to actual expenses. Well done
everyone!!!

OFFERINGS:
There are several ways to ensure that we are able to continue meeting our commitments.
You can mail in your offerings:
Holy Cross Lutheran Church
1035 Wayne Drive
Newmarket, On. L3Y 2W9
You can sign up to our Preauthorized Remittance Program PAR
contact our Treasurer Sharon Smyth who will guide you
You can go to Holy Cross’ CanadaHelps page to donate just follow the link:

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/36983

E-transfer
You can now transfer funds via email to:
holy.cross.donations@rogers.com
Make sure you are on our MAILING LIST
so that we can send you all the Zoom Links
We want to see your smiling face as often as possible!
Send an email to: holycrosslutheran@rogers.com
and we will be sure to send you all our news!

