WORSHIP:

Fifth Sunday in Lent
Holy Cross Lutheran Church

Progressive In Approach; Christlike In Action!
April 3, 2022

Parable of Extravagance
Pastor Dawn

Hutchings, Musician: Marney Curran

Berry
Worship Team: Marney Curran, Thomas
Eric Schultz,
Andrew Slonetsky, Sharon Willan, Jane Winstanley

Welcome:
Invocation:
The DIVINE MYSTERY, which is our LOVER,
the power of the BELOVED which rises in every act of LOVE,
and the BREATH OF LOVE which breathes
in, with, through, and beyond the Cosmos
is with you, for you are the incarnation of LOVE.
Thanks be to ALL that IS HOLY!

Song:

Be Still and Know Mystery

Be Still and Know MYSTERY
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Prayer of the Day
P:

Let us pray:
Gathered in the presence of the ONE which is our LOVER, BELOVED, and
BREATH of LOVE, let us open our hearts and minds to the extravagant
blessings we long to enjoy.

All:

The turmoil, pain, and violence demand our attention, our hearts are filled
with longing for peace.

P:

Remember the lilies of the field, the birds of the air, and set aside the distress
which shortens our breath.
Breathe deeply. Take in the wonder which is your life’s breath. . . .
silence to breathe deeply . . .
Let us remember the gift of this one miraculous life . . .
so that we can live graciously, love extravagantly, as we work to ensure the
blessings we take for granted can be enjoyed by all.

All:

We give thanks for the gift of breath, the joys of life, and the extravagance
of Creation. We rejoice in the ONE that IS
BEYOND words, trusting this LOVE to live, in, with, through, and beyond
us, to unite us as ONE, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading:

Deuteronomy 15:7-15

If there is among you anyone in need, a member of your community in any of
your towns within the land that YAHWEH is giving you, do not be hardhearted or tight-fisted toward your needy neighbor.
You should rather open your hand, willingly lending enough to meet the
need, whatever it may be.
Be careful that you do not entertain a mean thought, thinking, “The seventh
year, the year of remission, is near.” and therefore view your needy neighbor
with hostility and give nothing: your neighbor might cry to YAHWEH against
you, and you would incur guilt.
Give liberally and be ungrudging when you do so, for on this account
YAHWEH will bless you in all your work and in all that you undertake.
Since there will never cease to be some in need on the earth, I therefore
command you, “Open your hand to the poor and needy neighbor in your
land.”

Song:

Show Us the Way of Compassion

Video Reflection:

Tending for the Body by Phuc Luu

Video produced by The Work of the People

Third Parable

John 12:1-8

Six days before Passover, Jesus went to Bethany, the village of Lazarus,
whom Jesus had raised from the dead.
There they gave a banquet in Jesus’ honour, at which Martha served.
Lazarus was one of those at the table.
Mary brought a pound of costly ointment, pure nard, and anointed the feet of
Jesus, piping them with her hair.
The house was full of the scent of the ointment.
Judas Iscariot, one of the disciples—the one who was to betray Jesus—
protested.
“Why wasn’t this ointment sold?
It could have brought nearly a year’s wages, and the money been given to
poor people!”
Judas didn’t say this because he was concerned for poor people, but because
he was a thief.
He was in charge of the common fund and would help himself to it.
So Jesus replied, “Leave her alone. She did this in preparation for my burial.
You have poor people with you always.
But you won’t always have me.”

Reflection:

O ForO A
World
For a World
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Shanti

Text: Miriam Therese Winter; Tune: Marty Haugen, SHANTI
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Prayers of the People (Sharon Willan)
Let us take a grounding breath…
BREATH of LIFE, breathe with us as we attempt to blow away the darkness creeping on
monster claws through our many shires and cities. Tanks, bombs, lethal weapons bent on
destruction and death.
BREATH of LIFE, breathe with us. Kaleidoscopic images twist into shape while also twisting
our souls: We hear impassioned pleas for donations to feed Afghanistan people who are
starving. Economic sanctions, corruption, failing crops, drought, famine, ruthless governance
- suffering.
Aleppo, Palestine, Brazilian rainforest, Canadian Indigenous lands and Peoples, Uiggers,
Rohinga…the endless list of lives - prevented from living freely... What gifts has our world
been deprived of because of those imprisoned in refugee camps, children forced into war,
children torn from their families and cultures, children born into starvation…we have not yet
learned compassion. We must leave this adolescent stage of life and grow - evolve into being
human,
BREATH of LIFE, - life and death stretch out before us - may we choose life. We have been
birthed as one, yet diverse people, sisters and brothers. We, the privileged, must wake up to
their immense suffering and misery. May your Breath permeate our hearts and move us to
act.
May we walk the Radical Way Jesus taught: sharing, nourishing, sustaining, sheltering with
gentleness, strength, and persistent doggedness. In the days to come when the sanctions
placed on Russia intrude into our lives, may we give constantly so that freedom prevails.
May we like Mary be willing to withstand the criticism of our actions and allow that abundant
perfume to permeate our broken world
May the hope Pope Francis inspired in the Indigenous delegations in Rome continue to inspire
us as well. May we reach out in a spirit of loving reconciliation, learn from our past horrific
actions so co-create new paths, new ways to live together with You, Creator.
BREATH of LIFE, breathe with us as we attempt to end the darkness
that threatens our lives, our very existence. May we resist the pull of the empires that we live
within and learn where and how we collude with them. May we see, hear, and feel with our
suffering sisters and brothers opening our hearts to them giving until we all have enough.
Breathe on and in us, HOLY BREATH of LIFE.
Let us take a grounding breath…

Music:

Blessing

Blessing

MAC

text by Joy Cowley
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Blessing
Life is very short.
We don’t have much time and that’s as good a reason as any to enjoy it
all!
All the extravagant blessings showered upon us!
Enjoy!
Then be about the work of justice seeking and peace making.
Then give as extravagantly as you have been given.
Enjoy!
Live fully, LOVE extravagantly, and be all that you were created to be,
by the ONE that IS our
LOVER, BELOVED and BREATH of LOVE.
©2016
For you dear ones are the incarnation
of LOVE. Amen.

Song:

I Sing the Grace of GOD Within You
Words & Music: Colin Gibson

OFFERINGS:
There are several ways to ensure that we are able to continue meeting our commitments.
You can mail in your offerings:
Holy Cross Lutheran Church
1035 Wayne Drive
Newmarket, On. L3Y 2W9
You can sign up to our Preauthorized Remittance Program PAR
contact our Treasurer Sharon Smyth who will guide you
You can go to Holy Cross’ CanadaHelps page to donate just follow the link:

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/36983

E-transfer
You can now transfer funds via email to:
holy.cross.donations@rogers.com
Make sure you are on our MAILING LIST
so that we can send you all the Zoom Links
We want to see your smiling face as often as possible!
Send an email to: holycrosslutheran@rogers.com
and we will be sure to send you all our news!

