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Welcome:
Prelude:

Air From “Water Music”
by George Frideric Handel

Music printed under
LiscenSing #1975

Invocation:
The DIVINE MYSTERY, which is LOVE,
the power of CHRIST that rises in every act of LOVE,
and the comfort of the SPIRIT which breathes LOVE into the Cosmos,
is with you all.
Thanks be to ALL that IS HOLY!

Song:

Song over the Waters
Words & Music: Bernadette Farrell

Prayer
From the isolation of our homes, let us open ourselves in prayer,
Let walls built by fear fall away.
Let our hearts and minds open us so that we might hear, feel and know,
the LOVE in which we live and move and have our being.
Let images of Cosmic delight born of stars, refreshed by water, seen in fire, transformed into
oil, anoint us to our christness, so that we can rise up refreshed, inspired, reborn, to our calling
to be LOVE in the world.
We pray trusting our CREATOR, CHRIST, and SPIRIT ONE to baptize us anew into the
freedom of life in, with, through, and beyond the LOVE which is DIVINITY. Amen.

Music:

SOURCE of Our Being
Kristopher E. Lindquist

GOSPEL:

Luke 3:15-17, (18-20) 21-22

The people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning
John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying,
“I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming, the thong of
whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.
With a winnowing fork in hand, he will clear the threshing floor and gather the wheat into
his granary, burning the chaff with unquenchable fire.”
“But Herod the ruler, whom John rebuked because of his wickedness, including his
relationship with his sister-in-law, Herodias—committed another crime by throwing John into
prison.”
Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was
praying, the skies opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus in bodily form like a
dove.
And a voice came from heaven,
“You are my OWN, the Beloved; with you I AM well pleased.”

Reflection:

Rest in the Grace of the Cosmos

The Peace of the Wild Things
by Wendell Berry
When despair for the world grows in me
and I wake in the night at the least sound
in fear of what my life and my children’s lives may be,
I go and lie down where the wood drake
rests in his beauty on the water,
and the great heron feeds.
I come into the peace of wild things
who do not tax their lives with forethought
of grief. I come into the presence of still water.
And I feel above me the day-blind stars
waiting with their light. For a time
I rest in the grace of the world, and am free.

Music:

To Be Your Presence
WORDS: Delores Dufner; MUSIC: ENGELBERG, Charles V. Stanford

Prayers of the People
Jane Winstanley:
Divine Spirit of Love we have welcomed you into our hearts and homes this Christmastide.
Dwell with us and within us each day of this new year.
Remind us of whose we are.
Remind us of who we have chosen to follow.
Beloved One
In the waters of baptism Jesus understood himself to be a beloved child of the Holy One,
We too are your children, created by water and the Spirit, may we never forget that you delight
in us, that we too are beloved by you.
Each morning as we wash the sleep from our eyes let us take a moment to remember our own
baptism and our identity in You.
Each evening as we cleanse ourselves from the days work may we return to rest in the
sanctuary of Your everlasting Love.
May our ministry, like that of Jesus, be to the marginalised, the excluded and the unloved.
May we remember our baptismal promise to seek and serve Christ in all people, to respect the
dignity of all life and to renounce all that is evil.
Unknowable God
Keep us in Your peace, fill us with all hopefulness, strengthen us with communities of caring,
mend us with moments of joy and gentle us with your Grace..
Andrew Slonetsky:
As I ponder this story of Jesus’ baptism by water, I reflect on how extraordinary water is and
how it evokes so many characteristics of the LOVE which created all that is. The first sense for
me is it immutability. Yes, boiled or frozen it changes. But in liquid form it is almost impossible
to compress, make less in volume. And yet it is so fluid and multi-purposed in our lives. To
encounter water is to be refreshed to be cooled or warmed as needed. But take heed to
underestimate its depth or the current. It can sate our thirst and enliven us. Water and love,
are to me, both essential elements of this existence. Both can cleanse us of accumulated dirt
or self-judgement. Essential to living when we connect to the unconditional LOVE that creates
all, we become more fully alive. May we always cherish the loving gift of water and be open to
its SACREDNESS.
Sharon Willan:
HOLY ONE, someone once asked Meister Eckhart, a Franciscan theologian living in the 13th
century, “What does God do all day? He answered, “God lies on a maternity bed and gives
birth to all.
HOLY ONE, from that first explosion and flowing forth of matter over 13 billion years ago, your
Presence has been a gift to everyone. This first Epiphany in the darkness of space spread light
outward and is still with us today, while expanding into the future.
Everything needed to create billions of galaxies, trillions of stars and all that is, began in one
point of energy.

Today, if we quiet our minds and listen with our hearts, we will experience your Presence
everywhere. We are living in amniotic fluid, living water, constantly being reborn, recreated as
an epiphany to all of this amazing gift of life. This living water enfolds, embraces, and fills us.
We know that we cannot live without water; that water is sacred; that we must protect and
share water freely with all living creatures. We cannot permit the sale of water, or chemicals to
pollute. We must learn together how to advocate for water. Young Autumn Pelletier,
Anishanabe Activist warns us that, “if we are waiting until we are ready, we’ll be waiting for the
rest of our lives.” She encourages us to “keep going and don’t look back: if you have an idea,
do it…”
Indigenous People provide a way forward as they invite us to become Water Protectors. If we
look at all the forms of water, we will be filled with wonder and awe. Waterfalls teaming down
mountains, rivers forging new paths, gentle waves on lakes summoning us to listen to their
voices, frozen white wafers of water crusting tree branches. Awe and wonder are paths that
compel us forward and dispel fear and dread.
HOLY ONE rebirth us in your birthing waters and remind us that we are made of stardust,
dancing in water. Give us courage to move ahead and become LOVE in this world. Amen

Music:

O HOLY SPIRIT, MYSTERY Within
WORDS: Jan Aldredge-Clanton; MUSIC: William Henry Monk, EVENTIDE

Blessing
During these challenging days,
may you discover rest in the grace of the Cosmos.
And when you rise up from your rest,
may you hear the words of our LOVER,
declare that you dear one are the BELOVED CHRIST,
for you are the one with whom
our CREATOR is well pleased.
So, rest well and rise up in your christness, free,
for freedom is yours, now and always.
Freedom in the ONE who is
BEYOND, the BEYOND, and BEYOND that Also
our LOVER, BELOVED, and LOVE Itself. Amen.

Postlude

Serenade sur l’eau
by Jacques Ibert

St. Augustine of Hippo:
354-430 C.E. “On the Trinity”

faith CHAT

CHAT about faith
in the here and now!

RESUMES:
Tuesday Jan. 18
10am over Zoom

visit www.holycrosslutheran.ca

Progressive in Approach; CHRISTlike in Action!

OFFERINGS:
There are several ways to ensure that we are able to continue meeting our commitments.
You can mail in your offerings:
Holy Cross Lutheran Church
1035 Wayne Drive
Newmarket, On. L3Y 2W9
You can sign up to our Preauthorized Remittance Program PAR
contact our Treasurer Sharon Smyth who will guide you
You can go to Holy Cross’ CanadaHelps page to donate just follow the link:

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/36983

E-transfer
You can now transfer funds via email to:
holy.cross.donations@rogers.com
Gather with us! ONLINE

Sundays @ 8:00am
We are reviving the early Christian
practice of “Home Church.”
Updated for these challenging times:

Online Worship Videos
can be viewed anytime
after 8:00am
www.holycrosslutheran.ca

Progressive in Approach: CHRISTlike in Action!

Opening ourselves to the MYSTERY
which is the LOVE that IS

DIVINITY

Make sure you are on our MAILING LIST
so that we can send you all the Zoom Links
We want to see your smiling face as often as possible!
Send an email to: holycrosslutheran@rogers.com
and we will be sure to send you all our news!

