
 
Welcome:    
 
Prelude:   Ode to Joy  
    Ludwig van Beethoven 
Invocation:   
 

The grace of the newborn CHRIST,  
the LOVE which is DIVINE MYSTERY,  
and the power of the SPIRIT is with us all.  
Thanks be to ALL that IS HOLY! 

 
Carol:    Christ Be Our Light verses 1, 2, & 5 
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Prayer    
 
Longing for light, we look to the Radiant MYSTERY, to allure the 
world into the light, so that everyone can sing LOVE’s praise with 
acts of compassion.  
Longing for light, look with joy upon LOVE’s birth among us. 
Longing for light, we feel joy grow in our hearts as we seek ways 
to be light for the world. 
Let our worship magnify our joy and inspire hope in us, so that we 
might reflect the Glory of the MYSTERY, which is our CREATOR, 
CHRIST and SPIRIT ONE. Amen. 
  

 
     
Music:   Star of Wonder    

WORDS: Jan Aldredge-Clanton; MUSIC:  THAXTED Gustave Holst 

 
  



 
 
 
 
 



Reading    Matthew 2: 1-12 
 
“Now Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of King Herod; suddenly 
sages from the East came to Jerusalem, asking,  
‘Where is the one born ruler of the Judeans? 
For we have seen his star at its ascent and have come to reverence him.’ 
When King Herod heard this, he was shaken, and all Jerusalem with him; then 
calling together the chief priests and religious scholars of the people, he inquired 
of them where the Messiah would be born. 
They said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for it has been written by the prophet: 
“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, by no means are the least among the 
rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people 
Israel.” 
Then Herod secretly called for the sages and learned from them the time when 
the star had appeared. 
Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, 
Go, search diligently for the child, and when you have found him bring me word 
so that I may also go and reverence him.” 
When they had heard the king, they left, and there suddenly was the star that 
they had seen at is ascent going before them until it stopped over the place 
where the child was. 
When they saw that the star had stopped, they rejoiced; their joy was exuberant. 
On entering the house, they say the child with Mary his mother; and they fell 
down and reverenced him. 
Then, opening their treasure, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. 
And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own 
country by another road.” 
 
Reflection:  Let 2022 Be Your Ode to JOY! 
 
  



Music:   God of Every New Beginning verses 1, 2 & 3 
   WORDS:  Carl P. Daw Jr., MUSIC:  BEACH SPRING, Arr. B.F. White 

 
  



Prayers: 
 
 

 
Hush… Listen… 
 
HOLY ONE, a New year has begun. The rush and flurry of activities for Christmas celebrations 
have ended.  
As I waken early in the darkness of a new day, light a candle in welcome and gratitude, I sink 
deeply into Quiet… 
 
Hush… listen… 
Do you hear the silence? Do you feel the stillness?  
These are sacred moments when a cover of Nothingness surrounds us and extinguishes all 
thought, all words. 
In this dark Nothingness, something is waiting to be birthed. 
 
What will this New Year bring? Part of me wants to snuggle down under the cover of darkness 
and another part of me cries out -  
Get up! Let the old year go!  
 
HOLY ONE, we are living in dark times: a pandemic has swept over the world, climate change 
threatens our lives,  
racism in all its forms causes untold suffering, poverty, homelessness continue to grow,   
It would be easy to give in and give up. But we have too much to live for, too much each of us 
has to complete,  
and so we hope and wait.in silence to hear what is being asked of us today.  
The week, month, year is too much to take in and the way everything changes -sometimes 
momentarily,  
it is best to hear what needs to be done on a daily basis. This is not an easy process for me.  
I want to wake and run into the next crisis and fix it. But my more than 70 years has slowed 
me to a walk and in that slowness,  
I’ve come to realize that being is as holy, as important as doing. 
The needs are Earth-sized and overwhelming, and I feel weak - not up to the task. Then 
someone calls and says, please keep my niece in mind,  
she undergoes cancer surgery today. And I listen, knowing that is all I can do in the moment. 
A drive to the food bank with some bags of groceries  
that will only feed a small family for a few days, volunteer to end homelessness and hunger, 
write to local, provincial, and federal politicians 
to urge them to change policies for a more just world, sign petitions…  
 
No, none of these actions will save the Earth… but if each of us did what is asked of us,   
then waiting and acting would birth new 
rests new notes,  
recreating a symphony of defiant hope, a 
new Ode to Joy. 
 
Thank you, HOLY ONE  — 
 
Hush… Listen…. Wait. 
 
  



Music:   I AM the LIGHT of the World 
    by Jim Strathdee 

 

  



 
Blessing 
 

Happy New Year! 
Let 2022 be your ode to joy! 
The wise ones in your life have given you many gifts. 
May their joy and your giftedness work wonders in you,  
for we have challenges to meet. 
Now is the time for us to claim the freedom of life without fear  
which is the joy of abundant life. 
May this new year bring you great joy! 
May this new year be the beginning of your ode to joy!  
Your gift to the world! 
The joy of the ONE that IS BEYOND the BEYOND and BEYOND that ALSO, 
our LOVER, BELOVED, and LOVE Itself is yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 
 

 
Postlude  The Shepherds’ Farewell 
    by Hector Berlioz 
 
  



   



     

  
OFFERINGS: 

There are several ways to ensure that we are able to continue meeting our commitments. 
 

You can mail in your offerings: 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

1035 Wayne Drive 
Newmarket, On. L3Y 2W9 

 

You can sign up to our Preauthorized Remittance Program PAR 
contact our Treasurer Sharon Smyth who will guide you 

 

You can go to Holy Cross’ CanadaHelps page to donate just follow the link: 
 

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/36983 
 

E-transfer 
You can now transfer funds via email to: 

holy.cross.donations@rogers.com 
 

 

Progressive in Approach: CHRISTlike in Action!

Gather with us!  ONLINE 
Sundays  @ 8:00am 

We are reviving the early Christian 
practice of “Home Church.”


Updated for these challenging times:


Online Worship Videos 
can be viewed anytime 

after 8:00am  
www.holycrosslutheran.ca 

Opening ourselves to the MYSTERY  
which is the LOVE that IS 

DIVINITY



 
Make sure you are on our MAILING LIST 

so that we can send you all the Zoom Links 
We want to see your smiling face as often as possible! 

Send an email to: holycrosslutheran@rogers.com  
and we will be sure to send you all our news! 

 
 


