WORSHIP:
Christmas Eve

Holy Cross Lutheran Church
Progressive In Approach:Christlike In Action!
December 24th, 2021

A Weary World Rejoices!
Pastor Dawn

Hutchings, Musician: Marney
Curran
Thomas Berry

Worship Team: Marney Curran, Eric Schultz, Andrew Slonetsky,
Sharon Willan, Jane Winstanley

Music printed under
LiscenSing #1975

Welcome:
Prelude:

O Magnum Mysterium
by Francis Poulenc

Invocation
Life abounds upon Earth!
Not even a pandemic can stop us from rejoicing as we enter sacred time, time
suspended, when history surrenders to MYSTERY, and we are embraced into a
LOVE story! For LOVE, the universe burst into being.
For LOVE, the galaxies shine— lights strung upon a Christmas cosmos.
For LOVE, supernovas make sacrifice, and our sun pours itself out in the service
of life. For LOVE, the march of life on Earth makes its exuberant procession—
now present in lowing cattle, in a single shining star, in shepherds and angels,
and in proud parents—to a Bethlehem stable. During this sacred time, the
cosmos shines through us as we take our place on the stage of sacred
MYSTERY to celebrate the point of it all which is that LOVE lives in us.
This is the MYSTERY we celebrate in this Christmas birth, that LOVE has come
to dwell with us! Glory to the HOLY ONE, and on Earth, peace, good will to all.

Carol:

Come to Our World, O CHRIST-SOPHIA

Proverbs 3:17-18; 1 Corinthians 1:24; 2 Corinthians 5:17; John 14:6
Words: Jann Aldredge-Clanton; Music: Adolphe Adam; CANTIQUE DE NOEL Irregular

Prayer of the Day:
Do not be afraid. The MYSTERY, which is LOVE, comes to us again, and again, to birth
great things in us.
Once again let us rejoice at the sacred in the ordinary stuff of life.
Let us open our hearts to receive the CHRIST who comes to us in the guise of a poor
peasant child.
Let us open ourselves to see the CHRIST born in each of us on this holy day.
Let us worship the CHRIST child, whose birth changes everything, so that LOVE can be
born in, us, through us, with us, and beyond us, now and always, Amen.

Carol:

Angels We Have Heard on High Verses 1 & 2

Reading:

John 1:1-7

In the beginning was the WORD; the WORD was in GOD’s presence, and the
WORD was GOD. The WORD was present to GOD from the beginning.
Through the WORD all things came into being, and apart from the WORD
nothing came into being that has come into being. In the WORD was life, and
that life was humanity’s light—a LIGHT that shines in the darkness, a LIGHT
that the darkness has never overtaken.
Then came one named John, sent as an envoy from GOD who came as a
witness to testify about the LIGHT, so that through his testimony everyone
might believe.

Christ is born again,
and again, and again….

On this Holy Night,
CHRIST is born in You!

Carol:

GOD Is Present In Each Baby

Gospel:

Luke 2:1-20

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world
should be registered.
This the first registration took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.
All went to their own towns to be registered.
Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family
of David.
He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was
expecting a child.
While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.
And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth and
laid him in a manger because there was no room form them in the inn.
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their
flock by night.
The angel of God stood before them, and the glory of the God shone around
them, and they were terrified.
But the angel said to them, “do not be afraid; for see- - I am bringing you good
news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a
Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord.
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and
lying in a manger.”
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising
God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom
God favours!”
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven the shepherds said to one
another,
“Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the
Lord has made known to us.”
So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the
manger.
When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child;
and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.
But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and
seen, as it had been told them.
Sermon:

LOVE Comes By Here as Our Weary World Rejoices!

When The Child Is At The Center
Song of the Day:
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When the Child is at the Centre

Joyous Light

Words: William L. Wallace; Music: Marty Haugen
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The Child born in us is our
spiritual potential. Christmas is a
celebration of our spiritual birth,
the birth of the child that is in us
all; the child in us that is created
to be LOVE in the world.
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Prayers of the People
Sharon Willan:
HOLY ONE, it certainly feels as if “the last days” are upon us. Wars, rumours of wars, tornadoes, mudslides,
volcanic eruptions, atmospheric rivers of rain, fires. I’m not sure where. to look or where to go or what to do.
Fear grasps my entire being. But last days can be beginnings! The last days before the birth of your first
child - oh the wonder, love, and intimate connection of that wondrous new life. The last days of
chemotherapy and radiation as relief spreads through your exhausted body and you look forward to a
newness you hadn’t experienced before. The last days before you are finally received into a new country to
begin a new life. The last days of the Pandemic - oh how we yearn for those days…
In Acts 2:17 we learn that everyone will dream, prophesy, and have visions! Now that is a proclamation for
a weary world. Many Indigenous People go on a Vision Quest. William Walk Sacred reminds us that we
must be clear in our hearts what we are seeking for ourselves and the people of the world. So, what shall we
dream, what shall we envision?
HOLY DANCER, let our imaginations run wild. May our visions and dreams be expansive, opening new
vistas to be explored. May the energy of our dreams and visions become substantial, instilling justice for all
peoples. See a circle dance where all people of every colour, gender, race, religious beliefs, the young and
the old hold hands. Listen to the music as it swirls, cascades, quickens and slows. Hear the harmony. Watch
the shining faces, the joy radiating from the inner SPIRIT. And listen as the HOLY ONE breathes new breath
and energy into each one, renewing life, a new Big Bang, exploding energy and resetting our narrow
trajectory towards life into ever widening circles - rippling - waves of Joy.
Yes, there is a thrill of hope. Yes, the weary world rejoices. Yes, a new and glorious morning can
dawn. Proverbs reminds us that where there is no vision, no dream, people perish.
Today, of all days, we need to envision a new future. Holy Dreamer, energize us in the midst of our
weariness.
May we dream. May we co-create a new vision with you. May the LOVE with which you gaze at us recreate
us and in that abundant LOVE, may our visions, dreams, and hopes fill the galaxies. Then will our weariness
be lifted, our fears quelled, and we will live in, with, through, and beyond you, becoming LOVE.
Andrew Slonetsky
Out of a truly bleak winter Christ arrived, heralding new possibilities beyond imagining. I am struck by how
real this seems to me in our world today. In the midst of challenges from every direction, we are given a
vision of hope that the LOVE that created and includes everything includes THIS moment too. It is as
outrageous now as it seemed then but,… this story is bigger and more beautiful than any of our fears and
LOVE will continue to express itself as we and the world journey on.

Jane Winstanley:
Rejoice! And again I say Rejoice. CREATOR GOD you remind us to rejoice in the midst of a weary world.
To find joy, to celebrate, to have our hearts warmed – despite our fears and tears. I am not good at
rejoicing…..so I must search for joy as the magi and the shepherds searched for Jesus.
Joy is here, hidden in unexpected, simple places. In barns, on the streets of our cities, in our
neighbourhoods. Joy in the birth of a baby, the delight of parents and grandparents, the miracle of new life.
Joy in this stunning planet Earth, unique in our known solar system, swirling colours of blue and green. Joy
in the abundance of life, the diversity of life forms, plants, creatures, peoples. Joy in the love of family and
friends, in gathering remotely or in person. But the greatest joy is the mystery of Your presence within us.
EMMANUEL, God with us, God in us. The mystery of Your enduring presence of LOVE in all its many forms.
LOVE present in all acts of kindness. Love present in our longings for peace. Love present in words of
forgiveness. LOVE present in food banks, clothing donations and giving shelter to the homeless. GOD of
LOVE, PEACE and HOPE tonight release us from our worries and let us join in the songs of the angels and
rejoice in Your Incarnation in each one of us. Amen.

Candle-lighting
The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness shall not overcome it.
We who have dwelt in the land of deep darkness,
on us light has shone.
For unto us a child is born, CHRIST is born anew!
CHRIST is LOVE born in us! Alleluia! Amen.
Carol:

Silent Night

Silent night, holy night!
All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child,
Holy infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace.
Sleep in heavenly peace.

Stille Nacht, Heil'ge Nacht!
Alles schläft, einsam wacht
Nur das traute, hoch heilige Paar.
Holder knabe’ im lolkigen Haar.
Schlafe in himmilischer Ruh.
Schlafe in himmilischer Ruh.

Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight:
Glories stream from heaven afar,
Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia!
Christ the Savior is born!
Christ, the Savior is born!

Stille Nacht, Heil'ge Nacht!
Hirten erst kundgemacht,
Durch der Engel Halleluja
Tönt es laut von Ferne und Nah:
Christ, der Retter ist da!
Christ, der Retter ist da!

Silent night, holy night!
Son of God, loves pure light
Radiant beams from your holy face,
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, LOVE, at your birth,
Jesus, LOVE, at your birth.

Stille Nacht, Heilige Nacht!
Gottes Sohn, o wie lacht
Lieb’ aus deinem göttlichen Mund,
Da uns schlägt die rettende Stund’,
Christ, in deiner Geburt.
Christ, in deiner Geburt.

Blessing:
On this Holy Day
LOVE is born in you!
May you be filled
with the wonder of Mary,
the obedience of Joseph,
the joy of the angels,
the eagerness of the shepherds,
the determination of the magi,
and the peace of the CHRIST child.
Filled with the LOVE which IS DIVINITY, ✞
the compassion of CHRIST,
and the power of the SPIRIT,
go forth to bring peace on Earth
and good will to all.
Fairy Lake, Newmarket

OFFERINGS:
There are several ways to ensure that we are able to continue meeting our commitments.
You can mail in your offerings:
Holy Cross Lutheran Church
1035 Wayne Drive
Newmarket, On. L3Y 2W9
You can sign up to our Preauthorized Remittance Program PAR
contact our Treasurer Sharon Smyth who will guide you
You can go to Holy Cross’ CanadaHelps page to donate just follow the link:

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/36983

E-transfer
You can now transfer funds via email to:
holy.cross.donations@rogers.com
Make sure you are on our MAILING LIST
so that we can send you all the Zoom Links
We want to see your smiling face as often as possible!
Send an email to: holycrosslutheran@rogers.com
and we will be sure to send you all our news!

