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Call to Worship:
What good is it to me if Mary gave birth to CHRIST twenty-one centuries
ago and I don’t give birth to CHRIST in my person and my culture and my
times.
So, let us prepare room in our lives to bear CHRIST to the world!
In the myths which sustain us, a young woman had the courage to say,
“Yes..”
So, let us prepare ourselves to say, “Yes” to the plaintive cries we hear all
around us.
In the myths which sustain us, we hear the echoes of peoples longing for
LOVE.
So, let us prepare ourselves to join our voices to the cries for peace on
Earth.
In the myths which sustain us, angels sang their glorious praise.
So, let us lend our voices to the celestial anticipation of LOVE’s appearing.
Thanks be to All that IS HOLY for the LOVE which thrives even in
darkness!
Thanks be to the ONE who yearns to be born in us, our LOVER,
BELOVED, and LOVE Itself.
Amen.

Song:

MIDWIFE DIVINE Now Calls Us
Psalm 22:9-10; Text: Jann Aldredge-Clanton; TUNE: ES IST EIN ROS’

Greeting
The Cosmic ONE, the SOURCE of All that IS,
the MYSTERY which rises in every act of compassion
and the power of LOVE’s flow, is with you all!
Thanks be to ALL that IS HOLY!
Song:

Prepare Ye the Way for Our God
Text & Music: Jim Strathdee

First Reading
PSALM 78:1-7
Give ear, my people, to my teaching;
incline your ear to the utterances of my mouth.
I will open my mouth in a proverb:
I will utter riddles from of old.
Which we have heard and known,
and which our mothers and fathers have told us.
We will not hide them from their daughters and sons;
we will recount to generations to come
the praiseworthy deeds of SHE WHO SPEAKS LIFE,
and HER might and the wonderful works SHE has done.
SHE gave HER decrees for Rebekah’s descendants
and placed teaching among Sarah’s offspring,
which SHE commanded their mothers and fathers
to make known to their daughters and sons.
In order that a coming generation, children yet to be, might know,
and will rise up and tell their daughters and sons.
Then they will put their confidence in GOD,
And not forget the works of GOD, but will keep her commandments.

Acclamation:

Magnificat

Gospel Parable:

Luke 1:46-56

Mary said,
“My soul magnifies the HOLY ONE,
and my spirit rejoices in GOD my SAVIOUR,
for GOD has looked with favour on the lowliness of GOD’s own womb-servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
for the MIGHTY ONE has done great things for me,
and HOLY is GOD’s name.
GOD’s loving-kindness is for those who fear GOD
from generation to generation.
GOD has shown the strength of GOD’s own arm;
GOD has scattered the arrogant in the intent of their hearts.
GOD has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly:
GOD has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.
GOD has helped GOD’s own child, Israel,
a memorial to GOD’s mercy,
just as GOD said to our mothers and fathers,
to Hagar and Sarah and Abraham, to their descendants forever.
And Mary remained with Elizabeth about three months and then she returned to her home.

Reflection: “GOD the FATHER” is not fit for service in the Me Too Age!
But Mary Is!

Song of the Day:

My Spirit Shall Rejoice
Music: SUSSEX CAROL; harmony: Barry Brinson; TEXT: William L. Wallace

Prayers of the People
Jane Winstanley:
Tell me the old, old story, Of unseen things above, Of Jesus and His glory,
Of Jesus and His love;…..so the hymn begins
Thank you, YAHWEH, for the treasury of stories which have been handed down to us from Israel and the
early followers of Jesus.
Stories of men and women like us whose lives were often difficult. They too were threatened by floods
and famines, they too were forced to migrate through deserts into alien territory. They too experienced
slavery, family jealousy, the rupture of relationships and cultural clashes.
Stories often full of courage and compassion, of trust and truth in Your presence even in darkness.
Thankyou that these stories are not static history but living myths and parables.
Not sentimental but seminal with eternal seeds of truth hidden in plain sight for each generation to
rediscover.
As we re-member the stories, bringing them together again, listening to them once more, and telling
them to our children and grandchildren may we also hear them again - as if for the first time.
Free us from old interpretations which are no longer life giving for us today.
Give us the confidence to search for new meanings and ancient wisdom which are held within these old,
old stories - truths which are awaiting rediscovery in our time and our place.
Encourage us to tell our stories of Your presence as we have been touched by Your Grace and know the
Joy of LOVE being born in us.
May we, like Mary, make ancient songs our own, rewording them in accordance with our personal
experiences of the DIVINE ONE.
May we continue to Trust that Your spirit dwells in each one of us. Let us hear Your voice and rejoice in
Your love, compassion and justice.

Sharon Willan:
HOLY ONE, today we thank you for Mary, a woman living over twenty-one centuries ago; a
woman who today is still remembered as holy, strong, rebellious, and a mother. According to
our parables, Mary lived in moderate means, her people subjected to Roman Imperial laws.
When asked to bear a son who would change the way we envision God, she said yes. This yes
was a rebel’s challenge to both the political and religious institutions of her day.
Our parables tell us that this child was born in a stable, that Mary ran with her husband, Joseph
and her child to another country, refugees seeking asylum, that upon returning home, she
watched her child grow in love, joy, and wholeness.
She wept as he left her to follow his path, and then she stood beneath the tortuous cross
watching him die.
HOLY MOTHERING ONE, women created equally and in your image comprise half the population
of our world. Yet history shows us that women have been treated as chattel, abused, raped as a
weapon of war, excluded in both political and religious institutions. Today is not much different
in so many parts of the world.
Political bodies continue to create laws that control half the population.
HOLY SADDENED ONE, we ache as we rail against countless wars that take our children away.
Women mothering their infants, raising them to be kind, watch in horror as they train to harden
themselves in order to kill a so-called enemy in a foreign land.
We keen loudly as these children are returned in coffins draped in flags. When does this end,
Holy One? How do we make it end?
HOLY MOTHERING ONE, weep with us as we watch the devastation of our Earth, our Mother,
also controlled, abused, and raped for treasures buried beneath her rocks and soil. We hear her
cry out in agony.
We watch as floods and mudslides decimate towns and bury people and wildlife. We know that
in many parts of the world women are key providers of food, water, and energy and we know

they bear bear the brunt of rich countries’ excess as changes in climate make providing these
necessities nearly impossible.
We know that women are critical to providing climate solutions and are often banned from
leadership at both the grassroots and governmental stages.
HOLY COMPASSIONATE WOMB-embolden women, encourage, and strengthen us to be
rebellious, to stand against this darkness that appears to engulf us.
May we lament, wail, and cry out against the powers of imperialism as Mary did. May we
proclaim with Mary, “GOD has scattered the arrogant in the intent of their hearts.
GOD has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly”
May these words be our mantra, our bold refusal to subject ourselves to unjust laws, to being
controlled by tyrants.
May we recognize the many women Trailblazers who have forged a path forward: Suffragettes,
Women in leadership whose quick decisive decisions in their countries during the height of the
pandemic saved thousands of lives, women who dared become Doctors, Lawyers, Nurses,
Teachers, Rabbis, Priests and those who work with people who are marginalized bringing them
hope and strength.
HOLY MOTHERING LIGHT in our darkness, may we pray as Francis of Assisi did, “Our hands
imbibe like roots so I place them on what is beautiful in this world. And I fold them in prayer
and they draw from the heavens, Light”.
Let us remember there is so much that is beautiful on our Mother Earth, so let us be the
heavens and drink from this beauty, to be transformed in strength and become LIGHT AND
LOVE.

Andrew Slonetsky:
At this time of year, as we prepare for all that is dying to be reborn, it helps me to meditate on
just what everything is made of. Not speaking of protons, neutrons and electrons but of a
creative force that creates unfathomable complexity, inter-connectedness, adaptability and
beauty. When I rest there, and breathe, I sometimes get a fresh breath of the LOVE that we call
GOD with us. And then I can sense MY connectedness with everyone and everything and
compassion for everyone and everything. Amen.

Song

O HOLY DARKNESS, LOVING WOMB
Text: Text: Jann Aldredge-Clanton

Blessing & Peace
Postlude

ANTICIPATION II
Marney Curran

OFFERINGS:
There are several ways to ensure that we are able to continue meeting our commitments.
You can mail in your offerings:
Holy Cross Lutheran Church
1035 Wayne Drive
Newmarket, On. L3Y 2W9
You can sign up to our Preauthorized Remittance Program PAR
contact our Treasurer Sharon Smyth who will guide you
You can go to Holy Cross’ CanadaHelps page to donate just follow the link:

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/36983

E-transfer
You can now transfer funds via email to:
holy.cross.donations@rogers.com

Make sure you are on our MAILING LIST
so that we can send you all the Zoom Links
We want to see your smiling face as often as possible!
Send an email to: holycrossnewmarket@bell.net
and we will be sure to send you all our news!

