VIA POSITIVA – Falling in LOVE With Creation
Befriending Creation via the way of awe, delight, and amazement. Just to be is a blessing. Creation
is inherently good. “We are fearfully and wonderfully made. Our bodies have the capacity to open us
to a sensuality grounded in the earth. Our passions are an expression of the SPIRIT which breathes
in all of Creation. Awe is the beginning of wisdom. Gratitude and reverence open us to intimacy,
intensity, and immensity. The via Positiva is a way of tasting the beauties and cosmic depths of
Creation.

Music:

God of the Stratosphere
Text: J. Marshall; Music: W.M. Runyan; FAITHFULNESS

Opening Prayer:
Celebrating the awesome splendor of the Cosmos, we rejoice!
We are intimately part of all that IS!
We proclaim our praise with the words of our ancestors: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
We worship in the midst of MYSTERY to express our gratitude for Creation.
We joyfully embrace the ONE which is the source of Creation.
Our gratitude for the beauty of the Earth is beyond measure.
We revere the intricate design of creation, the splendid symmetry of the Cosmos and the
delightful dance of our fellow creatures.
We open ourselves to the wonder of all that is.
We look with awe upon the intimate details of LOVE’s embraces
and marvel at the abundance of grace.
We praise the ONE WHO IS, WAS, and EVERMORE SHALL BE BEYOND the BEYOND and
BEYOND that also! CHRIST the COSMIC ONE.
Christ is born, in us, with us, through us and BEYOND us! Alleluia!

Music:

Come Touch Our Hearts verses 1-3

VIA NEGATIVA – Letting the Dark Be Dark
Befriending the darkness, letting go and letting be. In darkness and nothingness, in the silence and
emptying, in the letting go and letting be, and the pain and suffering that constitute and are equally
a real part of our spiritual journey. The via Negativa is a way of emptying oneself and befriending the
darkness. Language cannot do everything.

Reading:

Listen to what our ancestors already knew thousands of years ago, as it is
recorded in the Book of Amos (5:21-24)

I despise and reject your feasts!
I AM not appeased by your solemn assemblies!
When you offer me burnt offerings, I reject your oblations, and refuse to look at
your sacrifices of fattened cattle!
Spare me the racket of your chanting!
Relive me of the strumming of your harps!
Instead, let justice flow like a river, and righteousness flow like an unfailing
stream.

the union of the via positiva
with the via negetiva
results in the via creativa
In letting both pleasure and pain happen, both
light and darkness, both naming and
un-naming, both cosmos and void, we allow a
third thing to be born.

DABHAR
DABHAR = “the creative energy (WORD) of God

Music:

Buried in My Being
Text: William L. Wallace;
TUNE: Gustave Theodore Holst, GRANHAM

VIA CREATIVA – Befriending Our Divinity
The Via Creativa is a way of expressing the marriage between the via Positiva and the via Negativa.
Just when we think new life will never come again, the path of giving birth, creating, imagination
and passion opens us to new possibilities of our own DIVINE nature. God is not out there
somewhere, but right here in our midst and within.

Reading:

from Mechtild of Magdeburg (1207-82)

"The day of my spiritual awakening was the day I saw and knew
I saw all things in GOD and GOD in all things.
I who am DIVINE am truly in you.
I can never be sundered from you:
However far we be parted, never can we be separated.
I am in you, and you are in Me.
We could not be any closer.
We two are fused into one, poured into a single mold.
Thus, unwearied, we shall remain forever."

Song:

Now the Fullness
K.L. Kristophensen

VIA TRANSFORMATIVA – Befriending a New Creation
Humans are capable of great creativity and great destruction discerning between the two requires
justice and compassion. As we become more just and compassionate, we become more fully
human.

Song:

Come Let Us Dream
Text: J. Middleton: Tune: O WALY WALY

Come, let us dream, God’s dream again.
Come, one and all, let us ascend
the mountaintop where those of old
saw God’s new day on Earth unfold.
The lame shall walk, the blind shall see,
the doors swing wide, all prisoners free,
the lowly raised, the proud brought low.
This is God’s dream: let justice flow.
When hatred ends and war shall cease,
so all may dwell in deepest peace,
then be assured the time is near
when perfect LOVE casts out all fear.

faith CHAT:

Worship??? Who??? What??? Why???

Let Us Go To See What DIVINITY Has Done?
Blessing:
In birthing LOVE,
may you know the power
of our LOVER, BELOVED, and LOVE itself,
doing great things in you,
now and always. Amen.

Peace:

The Peace of LOVE is with you all!
Be LOVE in the world!
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