
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 WITHIN the WOMB of LOVE 
 
 Invocation:  
 
 Within the WOMB of DIVINITY compassion gestates. 
 So, let us worship as we live in the midst of the ONE  
 which is the LOVE that births compassion,  
 our LOVER, BELOVED, and LOVE itself… 
 
 Music:   Gestation I  by Marney Curran 
 
 Opening Prayer:   
 

 Compassion compels us to say, “yes” to the plaintive cries we hear all 
around us. 
 Compassion also compels us to hear the plaintive cries which rise in 
ourselves. 
Let us be still so we might hear our own plaintive cries. . . 
Let us open ourselves to the stirrings of our souls. 
As old ways of thinking and fading images leave us searching  
for new ways of seeing and understanding, 
let us trust that even our own longings can be realized  
in the ONE in whom our compassion gestates reveals  
new ways of telling our stories, living our lives, and LOVing  
our neighbours, the Earth, and our very selves. 

 O DIVINITY in whom we live and move and have our being,  
 hold us, nurture us, challenge us, and birth in us the LOVE 
 our world needs to create SHALOM. 
 Amen. 
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 Music:   Between Our Thoughts 
     Text: William L. Walllace 
 

 

 

 
GENSTATING IN DARKNESS 
 
 Reading:   Psalm 49:13-16 
      Translated by Wilda C. Gafney 
 

Sing for joy, you heavens, and exult O Earth; 
let mountains break forth into singing! 
For the THENDER LOVING ONE has comforted GOD’s people, 
and will mother-love God’s suffering ones. 
But Zion said, “The EVERLASTING GOD has forsaken me, 
my Sovereign has forgotten me.” 
Can a woman forget her nursing child,  
or mother-love for the child of her womb? 
Even these may forget, 
yet I, no. I will not forget you. 
See, I have engraved you on the palms of my hands; 
your walls are continually before me. 

 
  



 
 Music:   Between Our Thoughts 
     Text: William L. Wallace; Music: 
 

 
 
 
 Reflection:  Gestating 1 
 

Within the womb of DIVINITY, LOVE gestates. 
LOVE is nurtured by “rechemet” the womb-love, 
which gives birth through compassion. 
LOVE twists and turns, prods and kicks, 
as it grows and develops, until it is larger than  
the darkness of despair.  
Longing for life beyond secure nurturing walls, 
LOVE’s desire to be with the suffering ones, 
ruptures the membranes and the waters of life flow forth, 
as compassion moves LOVE into the world.  
Full bodied LOVE born in us. 

  
  



  
 
 Song:           The Unravelling 

Music and Lyrics by Ben Thomas 
Created and licensed by: 

www.benthomasonline.com & www.theworkofthepeople.com 
 
 

    
    
 
 
 
 
 faith CHAT:  COMPASSION GESTATING 
 

- “rechemet”  Womblike LOVE, suffering with 

- an opportunity to CHAT about the compassion gestating within us  

- an opportunity to share our unravellings 

- nurturing new ways to tell our stories 

- finding ways give birth to compassion 

  



 BIRTHING COMPSSION 
 
 Song:   O Ancient LOVE   (verses 1, 2, & 3) 
          Text & Music:  Michael Joncas   



 Reflection:  Gestating II 
 

Compassion driven LOVE, moves in us, through us, and beyond us. 
As if we are born anew, driven by LOVE’s compassion, 
we are compelled to grow beyond the walls of our privilege. 
Embodying LOVE’s compassion we are compelled to  
gestate again, and again, and again. 
As LOVE is born to Earth again, and again, and again, 
no amens, only Alleluias as LOVE is born today, tomorrow and forevermore! 
Alleluia! Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

 Prayer: 
 

Birthed by LOVE’s compassion,  
let us boldly embody LOVE in the world. 
Let us proclaim justice as the way to peace, 
peace within us, peace among us, and peace for the Earth. 
Let LOVE be born again, and again, and again. 
We pray trusting the ONE who IS our  
CREATOR, CHRIST, and SPIRIT, ONE  
to birth great things in, with, through, and beyond us.  
Now and always. Amen. 

  
 Music:  Gestation II by Marney Curran 
 
 PREPARING The WAY: 
 
 Blessing: 

 
In birthing LOVE,  
may you know the power 
of our LOVER, BELOVED, and LOVE itself, 
doing great things in you,  
now and always.  Amen. 

  
 Peace:  The Peace of LOVE is with you all! 
    Be LOVE in the world! 

 
MANY THANKS to: 

 
Our Musician Marney Curran 

Singers: Barb Batke, Sylvia McCutcheon, Sharon Smyth, & Carol Wegford 
Ben Thomas and The Work of the People 

Music: under Licensing: #1972 
 

  



Join us next Tuesday December 14th at 10am  

 
Zoom Link: 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89205199552?pwd=Wjk2MGplTjVQV3VObEtWQ1U0cHhlQT09 
 
Meeting ID: 892 0519 9552  Passcode: 438670 
 

A recording of our weekly Advent Sanctuary Worship and CHATS  
Will be posted on our website 

www.holycrosslutheran.ca 

Advent 
Sanctuary

A space to retreat to during 
the busyness of  the season. 

Tuesday Dec. 14/21 @ 10am
Worship & CHAT over Zoom

Making Room for
LOVE’s Birth


