WORSHIP:

All Saints’ 2021

Holy Cross Lutheran Church

Progressive In Approach:Christlike In Action!
November 7 2021

For All the Saints!
Pastor Dawn

Hutchings, Musician: Marney Curran
Thomas Berry

Worship Team: Marney Curran, Eric Schultz, Andrew
Slonetsky, Sharon Willan, Jane Winstanley

Welcome:
Prelude:

3rd movement of Pastorela in F Major
J.S. Bach, arrangement: W. Whitaker

Invocation:

The Cosmic nature of CHRIST,
who rises in every act of loving-kindness.
The MYSTERY which is
the SOURCE of ALL BEING,
and the power of the SPIRIT,
is with you all!
Thanks be to ALL that IS HOLY.

Music:

For All the Saints verses 1 & 3

Music printed under
LiscenSing #1975

TUNE: SINE NOMINIE Ralph Vaughn Williams; Words: William W. How

Candle lighting: have a candle on hand to light as you worship
Surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, we hold in our hearts the people who
have touched our lives and helped to nourish, ground, and sustain us in the sacredness
of life. As we breathe deeply of the SPIRIT, let us open ourselves to every opportunity to
share our own sacredness with others as we live into our own sainthood.
May the DIVINE LIGHT shine in us, through us, with us, and beyond us so that all may
see the power of the LOVE which is the SOURCE and GROUND of ALL BEING, OUR
CREATOR, CHRIST and SPRIT, ONE, now and forever the LIGHT which shines in the
darkness. Amen.

Music:

For All the Saints verses 5 & 7

Prayer of the Day:
Surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, we stand in the presence of
the SOURCE of OUR BEING to offer our thanks and praise for the miracle of
life itself!
Let our knowledge and experience of the joys and wonders of Creation be
ever expanding as we continue to follow wherever CHRIST leads us.
Let the power of the HOLY SPIRIT continue to breathe in, with, through, and
beyond us, so that day by day we can live up to our own sainthood and
everyone we meet may know that we are part of the ONE who IS LOVE by our
LOVE. Amen.

Reading from Revelation: 21:1-6
Then I saw new heavens and a new earth. The former heavens and the former earth
had passed away, and the sea existed no longer. I also saw a new Jerusalem, the holy
city, coming down out of heaven from God, beautiful as a bride and groom on their
wedding day. And I heard a loud voice calling from the throne, “Look! God’s
Tabernacle is among humankind! God will live with them; they will be God’s people,
and God will be fully present among them. The MOST HOLY will wipe away every tear
from their eyes. And death, mourning, crying and pain will be no more, for the old
order has fallen.”
The ONE who sat on the throne said, “Look! I make everything new!” and added,
“Write this, for what I am saying is trustworthy and true.” And that ONE continued, “It is
finished. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To those who are
thirsty I will give drink freely from the spring of the water of life.”

Acclamation:

When We Seek Language
Text: Carl P. Daw Jr.; Music: Carl F. Schalk

Gospel:

John 11:17-44

When Jesus arrived in Bethany, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for
four days. Since Bethany was only about two miles from Jerusalem, many people had
come out to console Marth and Mary about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus
was coming, she went to meet him, while Mary stayed at home with the mourners.
When Martha got to Jesus, she said, “If you had been here, my brother would never have
died! Yet even now, I am sure that God will give you whatever you ask.”
“Your brother will rise again!” Jesus assured her.
Martha replied, “I know he will rise again on the last day.”
Jesus told her, I AM the resurrection, and I AM LIFE: those who believe in me will live,
even if they die; and those who are alive and believe in me, will never die.
Do you believe this?”
“Yes!” Martha replied. “I have come to believe that you are the Messiah, God’s Only
Begotten, the One who is coming into the world.”
When she had said this, Martha went back and called her sister Mary. “The Teacher is
here, asking for you,” she whispered.
As soon as Mary heard this, she got up and went to him. Jesus hadn’t gotten to the
village yet. He was at the place where Martha had met him. Those who were there
consoling her saw her get up quickly and followed Mary thing she was going to the tomb
to mourn.
When Mary got to Jesus, she fell at his feet and said, “If you had been here, Lazarus
never would have died.”
When Jesus saw her weeping, and the other mourners as well, he was troubled in spirit,
moved by the deepest emotions. “Where have you laid him?” Jesus asked.
“Come and see,” they said.
Jesus wept.
The people in the crowd began to remark, “See how much he loved him!”
Others said, “He made the blind person see; why couldn’t he have done something to
prevent Lazarus’ death?”
Jesus was again deeply moved. They approached the tomb, which was a cave with a
stone in front of it. “Take away the stone,” Jesus directed.
Martha said, “Rabbi, it has been four days now. By this time there will be a stench.”
Jesus replied, “Didn’t I assure you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?”
So they took the stone away.
Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said, “Abba, thank you for having heard me. I know
that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd, that they might
believe that you sent me!” Then Jesus called out in a loud voice,
“Lazarus, come out!”
And Lazarus came out of the tomb, still bound hand and foot with linen strips, his face
wrapped in a cloth.
Jesus told the crowd, “Untie him and let him go free.”

Reflection:

Do You Believe in Miracles?
The Parable of Lazarus

Song of the Day:

This Path We Walk
Words: Curtis Tufts; Music: O WALY WALY

This path we walk, through joy and tears,
a living Way of faith and fears,
through each step’s risk, each sorrow’s pain,
when walked in LOVE, we’ll rise again.
These gifts we bring, this light we hold,
our songs of grace, our stories told,
remain un-done, told just in part,
till shared in LOVE, and known by heart.
When life is shared, together bound,
LOVE’s richest gifts, together found;
together walk the SPIRIT’s Way
when LOVE’s the guide, we shall not stray.
Prayers of the People
Jane Winstanley:
HOLY ONE – as Jesus ordered Lazarus to be untied and freed from the wrappings of death, we
ask that Your Church be called back to new life. Unbind your Church from empty traditions, from
patriarchy, the trappings of imperialism, and the arrogance of colonialism.
Free us all from pride so that our hearts may be expanded by the MYSTERY of YOUR LOVE for
all people. Unbind us from ancient understandings of heaven and hell, matter and spirit, the holy
and the profane.
Free us to embrace the advances of science and experience all life as sacred. May we know
that your LOVE is always present. Unbind the Church from the doctrines of original sin and
substitutional atonement.
Free us to embrace the goodness You affirmed at Creation, so we value ourselves, each other
and all of life. Unbind our hearts from fear and distrust of those whose ways are strange to us.
Free us to recognise LOVE as the universal path to the DIVINE.
Unbind our minds from individualism, consumerism, and greed. Unbind our hands to reach out
to those in need.
Free us to share the abundance we have with those in our community and to care for all
members of society. Unbind our eyes and let us look again, so we may know the wonders of
your Creation.
Unbind our ears and let us hear Your voice again, so we may discern Your truth. Unbind our
mouths and let us speak only words of LOVE, so others may come to know You.
Call your church out of the darkness of the tomb, remove all that inhibits it from entering into the
light of the new day that we yearn for. WE give thanks for the many prophets & saints whose
clarity of vision freed them to know the Holy in all aspects of life.

We are grateful for the voices of those prophets and saints who continue to challenge and
inspire us today.
Andrew Slonetsky:
As we have been opening to the sacredness of everything, I am reminded me that that would
include people. Every person, those who succeed, those who fail, those who try those who
don’t, those who hurt others and those that are hurt. So I am reminded that everyone is sacred.
And yet, there are those who seem to have opened themselves to a place where they
connected to the depth of their sacredness in a way that freed them enough. Enough to at times
to be more free from other’s judgement, from their fears, from their crippling doubts, from their
egocentric vision, from their selfishness... and to demonstrate what was possible.
May we give ourselves time to reflect on the times that we have touched truth in a new way,
took a risk, made a difference, were made different. May we be nourished by this so as to more
fully be true to our truth and have more to share.
Sharon Willan
Today we remember those saints who have crossed that liminal threshold. We long to see them
and speak with them again. Grief and celebration are two sides of the same coin. Weeping and
Dancing Mystery, may we have the courage to weep and feel our grief but also dance with
gratitude that they were even in our lives.
Holy Giver of Life thank you for Mothers, Fathers, Grandchildren, Sisters, Brothers, Friends,
Spouses who enriched our lives by their love, their teachings, and their courage in the face of
adversity. Let us remember that in some way we don’t yet understand they are still here with us.
We are surrounded by living Saints this morning. As we look at faces, whether on a screen or
walking by our homes, or together in a sanctuary, let us bless their lives and be blessed as we
greet the HOLY within.
Let us remember all the Indigenous Saints in our country who have suffered greatly and lost so
much. Let us SEE their strength and wisdom, LEARN from their teachings. May we also walk
gently alongside them and HEAR the Earth through their messages.
HOLY ONE, we know we have been created in your image. As the Franciscan priest, Richard
Rohr reminds us, “everything belongs”. May we bring all people, saints of every colour and
background without exception into our open tent where you reside.
Let us embrace all creatures, the water, air, soil, forests, and mountains and stop the
sacrilegious exploitation of our Earth that portrays your abundant giving and beauty. Let us
humbly bow to Divine LOVE within and around and beyond us. Amen

Music:

Give Thanks for Life

Blessing:
If you listen closely, you will hear those who like Jesus cried,
“Lazarus come out!” for they too are shouting here and now in these times.
Shouting, “Come out, come away from all that is rotting!”
Listen do you hear them?
As you mourn what is dead, in the midst of your tears can you hear the voice of the GREAT I
AM speaking in, with, through, and beyond the you, in the children, in young and old alike,
“Come out. Come out of your deathly tombs. Come out.”
Unbind yourselves from the constraints of all that is rotten.
Free yourselves from greed, from disease, and from violence.
Resurrection is possible.
I believe in miracles.
What kind of miracles do you believe in?
What miracles can you imagine?
What miracles are you prepared to birth into life?
Come out, come out, wherever you are!
Resurrection is possible here and now!
May the GREAT I AM be heard in, with, through, and beyond you,
calling us into new life.
Life in the ONE who IS our LOVER, BELOVED, and LOVE Itself.
Amen.

Postlude:

Menuet from French Suite No. 6
by J.S. Bach

Many thanks to ALL OUR GENEROUS givers!!!

OFFERINGS:
There are several ways to ensure that we are able to continue meeting our commitments.
You can mail in your offerings:
Holy Cross Lutheran Church
1035 Wayne Drive
Newmarket, On. L3Y 2W9
You can sign up to our Preauthorized Remittance Program PAR
contact our Treasurer Sharon Smyth who will guide you
You can go to Holy Cross’ CanadaHelps page to donate just follow the link:

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/36983

E-transfer
You can now transfer funds via email to:
holy.cross.donations@rogers.com

Make sure you are on our MAILING LIST
so that we can send you all the Zoom Links
We want to see your smiling face as often as possible!
Send an email to: holycrossnewmarket@bell.net
and we will be sure to send you all our news!

