
Welcome:  
Prelude:  Wenn wir in hochsten Noten Sein (When we are in Greatest 
Need) 
    J.S. Bach, arrangement: D. Salmon 
 
Invocation: The grace of CHRIST,  
   who rises in every act of loving-kindness. 
   The LOVE that IS 
   the SOURCE of ALL BEING, 
   and the power of the SPIRIT, 
   is with you all! 
   Thanks be to ALL that IS HOLY. 
 
Music:     Great God, We Lift Our Hearts 
   TUNE:  EIN FESTE BURG;  
   Words:  Miriam Therese Putzer Words © 1986 The Hymn Society  
 

Great GOD, we lift our hearts in praise 
for blessings without measure. 
We give you thanks for length of days, 
and hold your time as treasure. 
In years that still remain 
make subject to your reign 
each passing day and hour. 
Sustain us in your power, 
for you are GOD eternal! 
 
Though endless ages in your sight 
are moments quickly fading, 
your care surrounds each day and night 
all time and space pervading. 
The past your mercy holds. 
Your LOVE this day unfolds, 
and for each future care 
your wisdom will be there, 
for you are GOD eternal! 
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O EVER-ANCIENT, EVER-NEW, 
creation chants your story. 
Unfolding worlds return to you 
their hymn of praise and glory. 
So may our lives proclaim 
the glory of your name, 
as human plans unfold 
within your plan of old, 
for you are GOD eternal! 

 
Prayer of the Day:   
 

We stand in midst of MYSTERY, trusting that MYSTERY will touch us, move us, and 
empower us. Rejoicing in the beauty which surrounds us, we look to our CREATOR 
to caress us.  
Freed by CHRIST to move beyond our fear, we look to you the HOLY ONE to 
enlighten us with knowledge beyond our grasp. 
Enlivened by the SPIRIT we seek the courage to open ourselves to life. 
In the midst of MYSTERY we live and breathe and have our being in the ONE who is 
CREATOR, CHRIST, and SPIRIT, ONE.   Amen. 

 
Contemporary Reading A Blessing for New Beginnings 

 by John O’Donohue 

 
 

       
 



 
Acclamation:  When Our World of Thought Lies Shattered 
     Text:  William L. Wallace; TUNE:  Beach Spring   

  
 
Gospel: John 8:31    

Jesus said to the Judeans who had believed in him,  “If you continue in my word, you are 
truly my disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.”  
 

 
Reflection:  None of Us Know What We are About to Become! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Song of the Day:  I Dream of A Church 

  
     
 
Prayers of the People    

 
Sharon Willan 
 

HOLY ONE, may we put aside words like, “we’ve always done it this way”.  
May we re-form our thinking about traditions as static formulas.  
May we cull from our liturgies what is no longer life-giving and may we focus on YOU, 
EVER-CHANGING ONE.  
YOU dance in the cosmos, constantly birthing new stars, galaxies, and planets.  
YOU are forever re-forming space. 
 
Our world was turned upside down as the Pandemic surged upon us.  
But we had the resources to re-form our ways of living and socializing.  



We reached out to those in need.  
Now we face the ravages of climate change and we know the Earth and all of us are in peril.  
We stand at a doorway that we must cross and we are afraid of the unknown, afraid of the 
changes that we must make and unsure about our decisions. 
 
Let us remember that we have been created inherently good and because of this original 
blessing, we are creative, resourceful, and resilient.  
We cannot see the future; nor can we see the outcomes of our decisions, but we move forward 
with and into MYSTERY. 
 
May we, like the potter who keeps re-forming the clay until a new shape appears, learn to 
embrace change.  
Just as we kept each other safe during the Pandemic, by keeping our distance, wearing masks 
and getting vaccinated, may we  now become deeply compassionate.  
May we reach out to those who are and who will be displaced because of climate change and 
offer them the necessities of life. 
 
In all of this uncertainty, may we be continually grateful for every moment lived: in sorrows and 
joys, in the messiness of living day to day, in the love of friends and family.  
In all of these ambiguities may we face change and LOVE greatly. 
 
Andrew Slonetsky: 
 
Just when I think that I have a new, fuller sense of all that is sacred, I am confronted with a new 
glimpse of something so much more. It reminds me of approaching a mountain that was visible 
from a distance.  
Then when I finally arrive at its base and start to climb, it is beyond seeing, or even truly 
conceiving. I pray that we can be open to opportunities that can fill us to overflowing.... That can 
stretch us beyond our seeing, that can fill us with awe. 
In this filling, may we have enlarged capacity for faith and peace with all that our life confronts. 
 
Jane Winstanley: 
 
As we re-enter our worship space today - we are different both individually and corporately. 
We have mourned the deaths of family members and welcomed with joy new grandchildren. 
 We give thanks for the development of vaccines and pray that Canada fulfills its promise to 
share with those who are awaiting vaccination.  
We are grateful for our online members who continue to enrich our Holy cross community, we 
give thanks for the technology which makes your presence possible. 
We have been changed in many ways.   
By the death of George Floyd and the rise of the Black Lives Matter movement.  We give thanks 
that there is faintly a demand for changes to policing education and practices.  We have gained 
a deeper awareness of our white privilege and the inequity of our social systems. 
We have been appalled by the discovery of unmarked graves of children who died at residential 
schools and the harm that the doctrine of discovery has done.  I pray for all of us as we strive to 
reconcile with the Indigenous people of this country and pray that we restore land, provide 
adequate housing and clean water urgently. 
Climate emergencies around the globe have grown more urgent, we recognize our historical 
abuse of the earth.  WE give thanks for people like Greta Thunberg, their courage and challenge 



to the world.  I pray for the delegates to the cop 26 meeting in Glasgow and for our new minister 
of the environment. 
Refresh us as we congregate together, keep us mindful of restrictions so all are safe.  Reform 
us and your church into faithful followers of Jesus Way. 
 
 
Eric Schultz: 
 
Oh SPIRIT which is constant and yet always stirring; gently but persistently move us forward 
with inquiring minds, compassionate hearts and willing hands.   
Through knowledge and education may we be more aware of the vastness of the cosmos yet 
still certain of our place in it; longing to treasure wisdom of the ages and be open to new 
understandings.   
Through existing, restored and new relationships may we be reminded that we are one planet - 
one people; willing to expose our hearts to emotional pain in order to be a truer companion to 
others.  
Through the sharing of our selves, our abilities and our resources may we follow the example of 
Jesus in reaching out in loving kindness; giving from our abundance so that we might be LOVE 
in the world.  Ground us, reform us, inspire us, move us. Amen. 
 
 
  

The power of God is 
present at all places, even 
in the tiniest tree leaf. Do 
you think God is sleeping 
on a pillow in heaven? . . . 

God is wholly present in all 
creation, in every corner, 

behind you and before you.
 

Martin Luther (1483-1546) 
Luther’s Works: 37:57 



Music:   The Freedom to Explore 
TEXT:  Monty Lynds;  Music:  KINGSFOLD verses 1, 2, & 4 

 
 
  



 
Blessing   
 

Let us embrace our freedom to be LOVE,  
LOVE which IS BEYOND the BEYOND, and BEYOND that also.   
Here I stand. 
Here you stand. 
Here we stand. 
For we can do no other. 
May the truth set us free to be LOVE,  
now and always, in-person, on-line,  
crossing thresholds, creating sanctuary for one another,  
nourishing, grounding and sustaining one-another,  
manna for the exciting journey LOVE invites us to make, here and now. 
Semper Reformanda!  Always Reforming. 
In the name and for the sake of the ONE which IS, 
our LOVER, BELOVED, and LOVE Itself. 
Amen. 

 
Postlude   Song Without Words 
    by Mendelssohn 
 

Thomas Berry 
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ONLINE & IN-PERSON

Reformation Sunday 
October 31 - online & in-person!

www.holycrosslutheran.ca

IN-PERSON WORSHIP
join us at 10:45am

inside our building!
See our website for details 
of our return to in-person 

gatherings.



   



Many thanks to ALL OUR GENEROUS givers!!! 
  



 

Make sure you are on our MAILING LIST 
so that we can send you all the Zoom Links 

We want to see your smiling face as often as possible! 
Send an email to: holycrossnewmarket@bell.net  

and we will be sure to send you all our news! 
 
 

OFFERINGS: 
There are several ways to ensure that we are able to continue meeting our commitments. 

 

You can mail in your offerings: 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

1035 Wayne Drive 
Newmarket, On. L3Y 2W9 

 

You can sign up to our Preauthorized Remittance Program PAR 
contact our Treasurer Sharon Smyth who will guide you 

 

You can go to Holy Cross’ CanadaHelps page to donate just follow the link: 
 

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/36983 
 

E-transfer 
You can now transfer funds via email to: 

holy.cross.donations@rogers.com 
 

 


