
 
 
 

 
WELCOME:  We worship as we live, in the presence of the MYSTERY,  

which is BEYOND the BEYOND and BEYOND that Also,  
our LOVER, BELOVED, and LOVE Itself!  
Thanks be to ALL that IS HOLY! 

 
This worship video was recorded on the traditional territories of the Haudenosaunee, 
the Anishinaabe, the Huron-Wendat, and the Chippewas of Lake Simcoe and Lake 
Huron.  This territory is covered by the Dish With One Spoon Wampum Belt 
Covenant, an agreement between the Haudenosaunee and the Ojibwe and allied 
nations to peaceably share and care for the lands and resources around the Great 
Lakes. 

 
 
PRELUDE:   On the Back of An Eagle 

by Nancy Telfer 
 

GREETING:    
The grace of the COSMIC CHRIST,  
the LOVE which IS our CREATOR,  
and the WISDOM of the GREAT SPIRIT is with you all.  
THANKS be to all that IS HOLY! 
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All Present All Visible, SOURCE of All Live 
WORDS: Sara Kay & Brian McLaren; TUNE:  John Roberts, ST DENNO 
 
All-present, all-visible, Source of all life, 
Within and around us, through joy and through strife. 
Most Sacred, Eternal, You move on the earth, 
You beckon and call forth new life and new birth. 
 
Enlivened, extravagant, Sower of seeds, 
Abundant, abounding, Your mercy exceeds. 
Unhindered, unbridled, you shine forth your grace, 
That we may do likewise, revealing Your face. 
 
You care for Creation, O Maker of all, 
Great mountains, clear waters, and flowers so small. 
The earth is Your temple, for all life to share, 
So help us be stewards of healing and care. 
 
Transcendent, uncharted, and still close at hand, 
Encompassing people from near and far lands. 
Within each new moment, throughout life and death, 
Your praises are sung out from all that has breath! 

   
  
     
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 
LOVE IS with us! Let us pray:  
HOLY CREATOR, GREAT SPIRIT, embodied in the LOVE of Jesus,  
we rejoice in every opportunity to give thanks for the variety of gifts of Creation.   
As we celebrate the diversity of Creation’s gifts, our gratitude flows for the diversity of peoples 
who live upon these lands.  
As setters we acknowledge that we have too often failed to honour, respect, and LOVE our First 
Nations, Inuit, and Metis sisters and brothers.   
Let us open our ears, hearts, and minds to hear and acknowledge painful truths. Let us confess 
our complicity with systems of oppression.  
Let us repent, turn away from actions which continue to inflict pain.  
In the spirit of reconciliation, let us embody LOVE for our neighbours, so that we might see a 
new Way to live in harmony, which honour, nourishes, grounds, and sustains all people as kin. 
Together, let us walk tenderly upon the Earth.  
We pray in the name of ALL that IS HOLY, the great MYSTERY who is our CREATOR, 
LIBERATOR and GREAT SPIRIT.  AMEN. 
 
  
 
 
 
 



MUSIC:    Sweet Grass and Candle 
  
 

 

  



GOSPEL:    Matthew 22:34-40 
 
When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had left the Sadducees speechless, they gathered 
together, and one of them, an expert on the Law, attempted to trick Jesus with this question: 
“Teacher, what commandment of the Law is the Greatest?” 
Jesus answered:  “you must love the MOST HIGH God with all your heart, with all your soul 
and with all your mind.’ That is the greatest and first commandment. 
The second is like it: ‘You must love your neighbour as yourself.’ On these two 
commandments the whole Law is based—and the Prophets as well.” 
 

Reflection: Without Truth There Can Be No Reconciliation 
 
 
Follow this Link to view Phyllis Webstad’s story of the Orange Shirt 
https://youtu.be/EuW4WbekhxY 
 
 



 Song of the Day:  GOD Weeps 
   WORDS:  Shirley Erena Murray; MUSIC: Jim Strathdee 
 
 
  



Prayer: 
 

HOLY ONE, today is Homecoming Sunday, a time to reflect on what home means. During these pandemic 
days, we have missed being home with loved ones and so the meaning has deepened for many. In a few 
days we will experience the Fall equinox. During this month of September, we enter deeply into the gift of 
Creation.  May we wake up to the wonders of this homecoming - that Creation is our HOME and all ground 
is HOLY. May we learn to walk gently and silently contemplate the immensity of the cosmos and the fragility 
of Earth’s ecosystem. We are not separate from Creation - we ARE Creation. 
 
We stand at a crossroads these days. On one side we see those working for Justice, encouraged by the 
heroism and self-sacrifice among so many frontline workers and the many volunteers. Yet, on the other 
side, we are puzzled by protests about mask wearing and vaccinations; frightened by the intensity of racist 
comments and actions against those considered as “other”; we are angered by climate change denial and 
delays as we watch our Earth cry out in pain from fire, floods, and raging storms. We urge richer countries 
to send vaccines to developing countries where only 1% of the population have been vaccinated. This 
discrepancy is appalling. We wonder where these roads will take us. 
 
LOVING ENERGY, today’s reading reminds us of your presence within and around us, that all things are 
being made new. As leaves turn radiant colours, then fall, blanketing the earth, we understand from 
experience that new birth will spring forth after a period of darkness. May we enter the next months in 
stillness and contemplative action as we strive to become LOVE in the world. Amen 

 
MUSIC:     As ONE 

Text: Greta Vosper; Music: trad. UNE JEUNE PUCELLE 
 

Before we came into the world 
before our lungs drew air, 
around us wrapped the sea of life, 
its waters everywhere. 
Before we ever knew “apart” 
we heard the beating of one heart. 
Out of one sea we came into one world. 
May we ever be as one. 
 
Through all the world we have dispersed, 
to every island come. 
We’ve built our lives and families 
on land we now call home. 
Yet we forget there are no walls 
upon a planet loved by all. 
Out of one sea we came into one world 
May we ever live as one. 
 
Tomorrow does not build itself; 
it, by our hands, is made. 
Through care and justice might we all 
its great foundations lay. 
We’ll set aside the tools of yore 
And build with love forevermore 
Out of one sea we came into one world 
May we ever dream as one. 
 

 



 
BLESSING:     

 
Within the GREAT SPIRIT, which is the LOVE in which we live and move and have our being 
there are enough blessings to provide A Home for All. Much needs to happen before this home 
we love is a safe place for all people to thrive. We must begin with the truth about the home we 
have made for ourselves. 
We must confess the truth of our past and present so that our future together ushers in justice 
and peace for ALL in this home we share. May the ONE who is LOVE, find expression in, with, 
through, and beyond us, so that we can become LOVE in the world, LOVE in our communities, 
LOVE in our lands, LOVE in right relationship with ALL our sisters and brother.  
Let it be so. Let it be so among us and beyond us. Let it be so now and always.  
Trust the ONE who IS BEYOND the BEYOND and BEYOND that also,  
our LOVER, BELOVED, and LOVE Itself. Amen. 

 
POSTLUDE:   Rustique from Villageoises 
     By F. Poulenc 

  



 
 

 
     

 



  



 
  

Many thanks to ALL OUR GENEROUS givers!!! 
 



 

OFFERINGS: 
There are several ways to ensure that we are able to continue meeting our commitments. 

 

You can mail in your offerings: 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

1035 Wayne Drive 
Newmarket, On. L3Y 2W9 

 

You can sign up to our Preauthorized Remittance Program PAR 
contact our Treasurer Sharon Smyth who will guide you 

 

You can go to Holy Cross’ CanadaHelps page to donate just follow the link: 
 

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/36983 
 

E-transfer 
You can now transfer funds via email to: 

holy.cross.donations@rogers.com 
 

 

Make sure you are on our MAILING LIST 
so that we can send you all the Zoom Links 

We want to see your smiling face as often as possible! 
Send an email to: holycrosslutheran@rogers.com  

and we will be sure to send you all our news! 
 
 


