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WELCOME:
PRELUDE:

LOVE is risen!
LOVE is risen in us! Alleluia!
Song Without Words
by F. Mendelssohn

Music printed under
LiscenSing #1975

GREETING:
In the MYSTERY we call God, we live and move and have our being.
Within the MYSTERY, we celebrate LOVE’s resurrection.
As LOVE is reborn in us, let us rejoice in one another.
Nourished by one another, we are empowered to be LOVE in the world.
LOVE lives in, with, through, and beyond us.
Thanks and praise be to the LOVE which is DIVINITY! Amen!

MUSIC:

In Star and Crescent
Words: Mary Louise Bringle; Music: LUMINA LMD

PRAYER OF THE DAY
In the midst of the MYSTERY which is LOVE,
how can we help but marvel at the wonders of Creation?
Billions of years of evolution have brought us to this place.
We stand upon the experiences of all who have gone before us.
We treasure the wisdom of the ages.
We rejoice in the many and various ways that life has evolved on this planet.
We weep for all who have suffered and who continue to suffer.
We long for peace to break out everywhere.
Let us open ourselves to the transforming power of the LOVE which is DIVINITY
Let us dare to dream dreams.
Let us see all sorts of strange and wonderful people in our dreams.
Let our dreams lead us to the peace which embraces ALL in the ONE who is LOVE. Amen.

SONG OF PRAISE

ONE In Whom We Live

READING:

From Hindu Literature
The Stream of Life
Rabindranath Tagore (1861-1941)

The same stream of life that runs through my veins night and day
runs through the world
and dances in rhythmic measures.
It is the same life that shoots in joy
through the dust of the earth in numberless blades of grass
and breaks into tumultuous waves of leaves and flowers.
It is the same life that is rocked
in the ocean-cradle of birth and death,
in ebb and in flow.
I feel my limbs are made glorious
by the touch of this world of life.
And my pride is from the life-throb of ages
dancing in my blood this moment.

MUSIC:

May All Beings Be Happy

GOSPEL:

1 John 4:7-21

Our Gospel comes from the First letter attributed to John. Little is known about this writer.
Scholars suggest that this letter was written somewhere between 95 and 110, which is
approximately 60 to 75 years after the life of Jesus of Nazareth.
Beloved, let us love one another because love is of God; everyone who loves is begotten of God
and has knowledge of God. Those who do not love have known nothing of God, for God is LOVE.
God’s love was revealed in our midst in this way: by sending the Only Begotten into the world, that
we might have faith through the ANOINTED ONE. Love, then, consists in this: not that we have
loved God, but that God has loved us and has sent the ONLY BEGOTTEN to be an offering for our
sins.
Beloved, if God has loved us so, we must have the same love for one another. No one has ever
seen God. Yet if we love one another, God dwells in us, and God’s love is brought to perfection in
us. The way we know that we remain in God and God in us is that we have been given the Spirit.
We have seen for ourselves and can testify that God has sent the Only Begotten as Savior of the
world. When any acknowledge that Jesus is the Only Begotten, God dwells in them and they in God.
We have come to know and to believe in the love God has for us.
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God in them. Love will come to
perfection in us when we can face the day of judgment without fear—because our relation to the
world is just like Christ’s. There is no fear in love, for perfect love drives out fear. To fear is to expect
punishment, and anyone who is afraid is still imperfect in love. We love because God first loved us.
If you say you love God but hate your sister or brother, you are a liar. For you cannot love God,
whom you have not seen, if you hate your neighbour, whom you have seen. If we love God, we
should love our sisters and brothers as well; we have this commandment from God.

REFLECTION:

Be kind. Just be KIND!

MUSIC

GOD BETWEEN GOD

PRAYERS:
Let us open ourselves to the POWER of the LOVE, which is the HOLY ONE, to work
resurrection in us, trusting even in our isolation that this LOVE will work in us, through us,
with us, and beyond us to make the world whole.
Oh, DIVINE HEALER within and among us, dis-ease festers in us and fear oozes from our
sore and aching selves. Tired, weary, barely capable of hope, we turn to the LOVE offered all
around us.
Let us summon up our shared humanity so that like Jesus the HUMAN ONE we might walk,
wounded as we are into the broken world to offer peace; the peace which comes from
knowing that we are not alone, for we are ONE. We pray trusting the BLESSED ONENESS
to work in, with, through, and beyond us to heal the broken and uplift the afflicted, so that all
the world may know the power of LOVE to restore life in all its abundant glory.
Sharon Willan:
The media inundates us with “bad”news. We are led to believe that there is only darkness
and negativity - a dark night of soul, society, and our species. Some of us are in denial, some
of us are filled with unbearable sadness that weighs us down. Neither of these paths is
helpful. We need to breathe deeply of the Spirit and look darkness in its face. James Baldwin,
American poet wrote, “Not everything faced can be changed, but nothing can be changed
until it is faced.”
Holy One, Breath of Spirit, may we see a way through our chaotic lives into your Light. On
this Sunday we give thanks for a diversity of religions that teach us about joy in darkness:
fragments of truth unveiling the Face of Mystery in words of wisdom that remind us to be
grateful and love one another.
(Hindu) “Brahman is joy: for from Joy all beings have come, by Joy they live and unto Joy
they all return.”
(Sufi) Rumi reminds us - Sorrow prepares you for joy. It violently sweeps everything out of
your house so that new joy can find space to enter.
(Buddha) “Our problems are not solved by physical force, by hatred, by war: our problems
are solved by lovingkindness, and joy.”
(Judaism) Rabbi Sachs writes - “In Judaism joy is the supreme religious emotion. Here we
are in a world filled with beauty. Every breath we breathe is the Spirit of God within us.
Around us is the love that moves the sun and stars.”
(Islam) The Prophet Muhammed (peace be upon him) writes, “be kind, for whenever
kindness becomes part of something it beautifies it.”
Anishinaabe - writer and broadcaster Jesse Wente: “We’ve created healing and joy out of
tragedy already. That’s the future: stopping the harm, reducing its impact, and investing in
healing so joy won’t be so elusive for so many. So our joy can coexist with yours. So our
stories can dance together.” May we wrap ourselves in life giving darkness so that we give
new birth to compassion and justice for the whole of humanity.
Marney Curran:
We feel so inadequate to show love to our neighbour in ways that seem appropriate.
May we mindfully signal acceptance, respect and compassion in all our actions and
interactions.

Eric Schultz
My prayer this week is a prayer of hope and sadness. The last 12 months has brought the
world together seeing each other as one humanity facing one major threat. Seeing each
other as one humanity in way I believe has never happened before in all of history. It
reminds me of a song I learned as a child “Jesus Love the little children, all the children of the
world”. We are united as children of one global family. This gives me great hope for what we
might do together moving forward. My sadness is related to the next line in that childhood
song “red and yellow, black and white” for it reminds me that we are not all the same facing
only the same threats, some of which may have been nearly forgotten during this
pandemic. Refugees – internally and externally displaced persons – still exist; hunger and
famine still cause suffering and death; slavery – of many kinds – still holds captive; just to
name a few. I am sad that I too have nearly forgotten the plurality of threats humanity faces.
We must not forget the thousands of men and women who have continued to work in these
almost forgotten situations. I pray for Canadian Lutheran World Relief, The Primate’s World
Relief and Development Fund of our sister church the Anglican Church of Canada. The Red
Cross, the Red Crescent, the Red Star and other faith based and sectarian organizations that
have been addressing the plurality of humanitarian crises long before this pandemic and will
continue to do so long after. The recipients of this care are a constant reminder of the line
“they are precious in God’s sight”. Inspire me oh God to acts of compassion for “all the
children of the world.”
Resurrected by the LOVE in which we are ONE, we walk into the future nourished to practice
resurrection, so that all may know in us the peace which comes as pure gift from our
CREATOR, CHRIST, and SPIRIT, ONE, now and forever. Amen.

Where Does
Start
Where
DoesCompassion
Compassion
Start?
Words: Shirley Erena Murray
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BLESSING:
Be kind. There’s always time for kindness. Just be kind.
There is so much that we can learn from one another,
so much to be celebrated in the wisdom and beauty of one another’s religion.
One thing remains constant, compassion;
the compassion which flows in us and among us,
granting us the courage to reach out to offer kindness.
May the ONE who is BEYOND, the BEYOND, and BEYOND that Also,
stir compassion within you so that you may be kind.
Just be kind, so that together, our many kindnesses may flow like a mighty river
capable of refreshing all those who thirst for LOVE.
Let it be so. Let it be so among us, through us, and beyond us, now and always. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
POSTLUDE:

A Celtic Prayer
Music: Barry Peters

Zoom Link:

Topic: faith CHAT
Time: This is a recurring meeting Tuesdays at 10am
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84227666621?pwd=Z1FtNnhzTm9BNTRVdit2RkU4ZkNoZz09
Meeting ID: 842 2766 6621
Passcode: 776087

Make a designated donation via E-transfer

So that we can provide packaged food
items to be distributed by the

Street Outreach Van
You can now transfer funds via email to:
holy.cross.donations@rogers.com
for more information go to
Crosslinks Street Outreach Van
provides a range of urgent-care
services seven days a week.

www.holycrosslutheran.ca

E-transfer
You can now transfer funds via email to:
holy.cross.donations@rogers.com
please remember to designate your offering
to the Street Outreach Van

Financial Report - General Fund January - March 31, 2021

INCOME

Jan-Mar.
BUDGET

Jan-Mar.
ACTUAL

TOTAL OFFERINGS

$26,595.60

$17,511.47

Solar Panel Income

$2,250.00

$511.68

$0.00

$0.00

$124.97

$0.00

$0.00

$9.90

Government Payroll Subsidy

$3,999.99

$2,338.39

Rental: Armitage Daycare

$3,225.00

$3,225.00

Online Program Fees

$999.99

$0.00

Online Resource Fees

$624.99

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

Sub-Total General Fund

$37,820.54

$23,596.44

2020 Surplus Carried forward

$3,199.44

$3,199.44

Bridge Loan Draw

$1,249.97

$0.00

TOTAL INCOME

$42,269.95

$26,795.88

TOTAL EXPENSES to March. 31, 2021

$38,519.78

$34,181.19

Fundraising
Gifts
Interest

Miscellaneous Income:

NET LOSS as of March. 31, 2021

-$7,385.31

Holy Cross will NOT be receiving the Provincial Grant we had hoped for.
Council is operating under the “Basic Budget” which was approved by the congregation.
Currently we are running a DEFICIT of $7,385.31 which means we are eating into last
year’s surplus in order to meet our commitments. Clearly, this is not sustainable.
The Federal Payroll Subsidy is considerably less than last year and is due to expire in
June.
Several big-ticket expenses came due in the first quarter: Insurance, Lift maintenance,
and several Online revenues will not be realized until the fall.

Please prayerfully consider your financial support.
So, that together we can reduce our deficit.

OFFERINGS:
There are several ways to ensure that we are able to continue meeting our commitments.
You can mail in your offerings:
Holy Cross Lutheran Church
1035 Wayne Drive
Newmarket, On. L3Y 2W9
You can sign up to our Preauthorized Remittance Program PAR
contact our Treasurer Sharon Smyth who will guide you
You can go to Holy Cross’ CanadaHelps page to donate just follow the link:

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/36983

E-transfer
You can now transfer funds via email to:
holy.cross.donations@rogers.com

Make sure you are on our MAILING LIST
so that we can send you all the Zoom Links
We want to see your smiling face as often as possible!
Send an email to: holycrosslutheran@rogers.com
and we will be sure to send you all our news!

