
 
 
WELCOME:   LOVE is risen! 
     LOVE is risen in us!  Alleluia! 
 

PRELUDE:   Shepherd Me O God  
by Marty Haugen 
 

GREETING: 
LOVE is Risen!  LOVE is Risen in us!  Alleluia!  
The grace of our Risen CHRIST,  
the LOVE which IS MYSTERY,  
and the power of the SPIRIT is with you all.  
Thanks be to ALL that IS HOLY! 
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WORSHIP
Fourth Sunday of Easter

Thomas Berry 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
Progressive In Approach:Christlike In Action! 

April 25th 2021   

Good Shepherd Sunday 
Pastor Dawn Hutchings, Musician: Marney Curran  

Worship Team: Marney Curran, Eric Schultz, Andrew Slonetsky, 
Petra Vollmerhausen, Sharon Willan, Jane Winstanley 



MUSIC:    God of My Childhood 
     Words & Music:  Miriam Therese Winter  

(permission granted by Medical Mission Sisters) 
 

  
  



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Longing for a Good Shepherd to care for us, calm our fears, and lead us to 
green pastures, let us remember that the HOLY ONE finds expression in us, 
with us, through us and beyond us. 
So let us remember to care for one another, calm one another’s fears, and 
lead one another to green pastures. 
For we are DIVINITY’S shepherds, even as we are the beloved flock. 
Let the LOVE which IS the HOLY ONE, works in, with, through, and beyond 
us, so that in us goodness and mercy may endlessly flow,  
and  all may know the wonders of abundant life.  
We pray in the LOVE of our CREATOR, CHRIST, and SPIRIT, ONE.  Amen. 

 

SONG OF PRAISE  HOLY MYSTERY, HOLY WISDOM  
TEXT Gayle Simonson 
Music:  BEACH SPRING 
 

 
HOLY MYSTERY, HOLY WISDOM  
WHOLLY LOVE who guides our way,  
LOVING PRESENCE, SOURCE of BEING,  
Now transform us day by day.  
Words of Scripture tell our stories,  
Voices rise in gifts of song,   
Calling us to loving action,  
Faith-filled as we journey on. 
 
We are partners in Creation,  
Bound by LOVE to all around,  
Seeking justice and compassion,  
Sharing truths that we have found.  
SPIRIT - SOURCE of INSPIRATION, 
LOVE - our song along the way,  
HOLY MYSTERY, HOLY WISDOM –  
SOURCE OF HOPE with each new day. 

 
 
  If  anyone, having seen God, 

understood what they saw,  
they did not see God. 

Dionysius the Areopagite:  
Letter to Gaius Therapeutes 

6th Century CE 



REFLECTIONS on PSALM 23: Words Revealing MYSTERY  
 

Pastor Dawn and the members of Holy Cross’ Worship Team: 
Sharon Willan, Andrew Slonetsky, Eric Schultz, Marney Curran, and Jane Winstanley,  
reflect upon their experiences of Psalm 23. 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  



MUSIC    Buried in My Being 
Verses 1, 2 & 3 only 

     WORDS: William Walace;  
MUSIC: William Gustave Theodore Holst, CRANHAM   

 
 



PRAYERS: 
Let us open ourselves to the POWER of the LOVE, which is the HOLY ONE, to work 
resurrection in us, trusting even in our isolation that this LOVE will work in us, through us, 
with us, and beyond us to make the world whole. 
 
Sharon Willan: 
 
Psalm 23 reminds us of the many paths we travel during our lifetime: along pastoral fields, 
through the sorrows and pain of death, in the joys of a party. Sacred Mystery permeates these 
paths within and without. Holy One, the Shepherd’s life was one of selfless love for his sheep. He 
searched for good pastureland and water to nurture the flock. He protected the flock from animals 
and thieves. He intimately knew the names of his sheep and made certain all were safe at the 
end of a day. 
These days, shepherding takes on a different hue. Today to be a shepherd can also be a sacred 
calling to be one with our sisters and brothers through every path we walk together.  
May we recognize your Presence in the shepherding hands of volunteers in Long Term Care 
homes as they guide the elderly to their rooms, adjust their pillows, and provide cups of tea.  
 
May we see the shepherd’s pain in the eyes of Doctors as more patients fill hospital beds and 
ICU’s. They are overwhelmed with the suffering of patients and their families.  
 
May we attest to the silent sighs of friends as they attend to the sorrow of a friend who has lost a 
loved one. 
 
May we hear you in the joyful clapping of hands and singing as a patient recovers from COVID 
and leaves the hospital through a line of health care workers who attended the bedside. 
 
We walk together, sometimes as shepherd, sometimes as sheep in sunlit fields and through the 
darkness of death, knowing that  darkness is the womb in which Divine Mystery resides and 
brings life anew. 
 
Jane Winstanley: 
 
When it seems that all is lost; when treasured relationships end and I feel all alone – I despair of 
finding my way out of the valley – yet it is in those deep places that the Holy One meets me, 
strengthening me to keep moving toward wholeness.  Spirit of healing you consecrate my 
experience enabling me to walk with others in their valleys and bringing your love to them in their 
moment of need. 
 
 
Marney Curran: 
  
It is so easy to get swept up in the confusion and turmoil all around us. We turn off our devices, 
yet the turmoil continues in our minds and we can’t seem to stop it. 
May we stay centred by keeping you at our centre. 
May we find the eye of the storm where there is quiet, calm and peace; that place where we can 
say, I shall not want. 
 
 



Eric Schultz 
 
New life that rises in and around us again and again and again.  My prayer this week centers 
around the abundance of creation.  In this part of the world the agriculture community begins a 
new season.  Piles of manure that had been increasing from the herds and flocks over the winter 
are now being spread on the fields to provide vital nutrients for seeds planted.  Some animals that 
had been sheltered from the cold are returning to greening pastures.  The return of tractors and 
equipment to the fields means an increase of their presence on the roads.  May those who find a 
slow-moving vehicle ahead of them permit themselves to see it not as an inconvenience in this 
fast-paced culture, but as an opportunity to slow down, look around and see the land that 
sustains us as it begins to burst forth with new life.  Remembering that we have a shared 
responsibility to care for the earth as much as it cares for and sustains us. I pray that all who work 
the land and tend the flocks do so with intentional care to protect their own health during this busy 
time.  
In the words of that well-known table grace; I pray: “Bless us, and these thy gifts.”  
 
… 
Resurrected by the LOVE in which we are ONE, we walk into the future nourished to 
practice resurrection, so that all may know in us the peace which comes as pure gift from 
our CREATOR, CHRIST, and SPIRIT, ONE, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 

  

“I deny the resurrection of Christ 
every time I do not serve at the feet 
of the oppressed, each day that I 
turn my back on the poor;  

I deny the resurrection of Christ when I close my 
ears to the cries of the downtrodden and the 
oppressed.
Every time I do not serve my neighbour, every 
time I walk away from the poor.
I deny the resurrection every time I participate in 
an unjust system.

However there are moments when I affirm that 
resurrection, few and far between as they are.
I affirm the resurrection when I stand up for those 
who are forced to live on their knees,
I affirm the resurrection when I speak for those 
who have had their tongues torn out,
I affirm the resurrection, when I cry for those who 
have no more tears left to shed.
I affirm the resurrection each and every time I 
look into your eyes and see the face of Christ.”

Peter Rollins

Resurrection



SONG:   I Sing the Grace of God Within You 
Words & Music:  Colin Gibson 

 

 
 

  



BLESSING: 
 

There are shepherds aplenty all around us. Just as there are flocks of 
people seeking shepherds. May the ONE, who IS BEYOND the BEYOND 
and BEYOND that also, continue to inspire living expressions in us. So 
that each of us may become living revelations of the SACRED. Let us live 
into our own call to shepherd, even as we are led. May our cups continue 
to overflow with the blessings of the SACRED, the ONE who is our 
LOVER, BELOVED, and LOVE Itself. Amen.  

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
POSTLUDE:   Beside Still Waters 

By Bernard Hamblen 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Zoom Link: 
Topic: faith CHAT 
Time: This is a recurring meeting Tuesdays at 10am 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84227666621?pwd=Z1FtNnhzTm9BNTRVdit2RkU4ZkNoZz09 
 
Meeting ID: 842 2766 6621 
Passcode: 776087  

faith CHAT

10am Tuesdays in Spring - Zoom

Time for RESURRECTION
RECONSTRUCTING Our Faith

This is a chance to come together to create community over conversations 
about our shared desire to explore what it means to be faithful in 2021, with 
all the doubts, challenges, joys, isolation, inspirations, discoveries and 
revelations we are encountering along the way.

www.holycrosslutheran.ca

Tuesday April 27th 

Relating to the MYSTERY We Call “God”



  



E-transfer 
You can now transfer funds via email to: 

holy.cross.donations@rogers.com 
 

please remember to designate your offering 
to the Street Outreach Van 

 
 

 
 

Crosslinks Street Outreach Van
provides a range of urgent-care 
services seven days a week.

Make a designated donation via E-transfer
So that we can provide packaged food 

items to be distributed by the 
Street Outreach Van

You can now transfer funds via email to:
holy.cross.donations@rogers.com

for more information go to

www.holycrosslutheran.ca



 
 
 
 
  

Financial Report - General Fund January - March 31, 2021

INCOME
Jan-Mar. 
BUDGET

Jan-Mar. 
ACTUAL       

TOTAL OFFERINGS $26,595.60 $17,511.47
Solar Panel Income $2,250.00 $511.68
Fundraising $0.00 $0.00
Gifts $124.97 $0.00
Interest $0.00 $9.90
Government Payroll Subsidy $3,999.99 $2,338.39
Rental: Armitage Daycare $3,225.00 $3,225.00
Online Program Fees $999.99 $0.00
Online Resource Fees $624.99 $0.00
Miscellaneous Income: $0.00 $0.00

Sub-Total General Fund $37,820.54 $23,596.44

2020 Surplus Carried forward $3,199.44 $3,199.44
Bridge Loan Draw $1,249.97 $0.00

TOTAL INCOME $42,269.95 $26,795.88

TOTAL EXPENSES to March. 31, 2021 $38,519.78 $34,181.19

NET LOSS as of March. 31, 2021 -$7,385.31

1

 
Holy Cross will NOT be receiving the Provincial Grant we had hoped for.  
Council is operating under the “Basic Budget” which was approved by the congregation. 
Currently we are running a DEFICIT of $7,385.31 which means we are eating into last 
year’s surplus in order to meet our commitments. Clearly, this is not sustainable.  
The Federal Payroll Subsidy is considerably less than last year and is due to expire in 
June. 
Several big-ticket expenses came due in the first quarter: Insurance, Lift maintenance, 
and several Online revenues will not be realized until the fall. 
 

Please prayerfully consider your financial support. 
So, that together we can reduce our deficit. 

 
 



 
 OFFERINGS: 

There are several ways to ensure that we are able to continue meeting our commitments. 
 

You can mail in your offerings: 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

1035 Wayne Drive 
Newmarket, On. L3Y 2W9 

 

You can sign up to our Preauthorized Remittance Program PAR 
contact our Treasurer Sharon Smyth who will guide you 

 

You can go to Holy Cross’ CanadaHelps page to donate just follow the link: 
 

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/36983 
 

E-transfer 
You can now transfer funds via email to: 

holy.cross.donations@rogers.com 
 

 

Make sure you are on our MAILING LIST 
so that we can send you all the Zoom Links 

We want to see your smiling face as often as possible! 
Send an email to: holycrosslutheran@rogers.com  

and we will be sure to send you all our news! 
 
 


