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WELCOME:

LOVE is risen!
LOVE is risen in us! Alleluia!

PRELUDE:

Suite for Violoncello #1 first movement
by J.S. Bach

GREETING:
LOVE is Risen! LOVE is Risen in us! Alleluia!
The grace of our Risen CHRIST,
the LOVE which IS MYSTERY,
and the power of the SPIRIT is with you all.
Thanks be to ALL that IS HOLY!

Spirit Open My Heart

MUSIC:
Song of the Day:

WORDS:
Ruth
Spirit Open
MyDuck;
Heart

traditional
Irish
Melody,
WILD MOUNTAIN
Text: RuthMUSIC:
Duck; Music:
traditional Irish
melody;
WILD MOUNTAIN
THYME
Refrain
Spirit, open my heart to the joy and pain of living.
As you love may I love, in receiving and in giving,
Spirit, open my heart.
God, replace my stony heart
with a heart that’s kind and tender.
All my coldness and fear
to your grace I now surrender.
Refrain
Write your love upon my heart
as my law, my goal, my story.
In each thought, word, and deed,
may my living bring you glory.
Refrain
May I weep with those who weep,
share the joy of sister, brother.
In the welcome of Christ,
may we welcome one another.
Refrain

Prayers of the Body
Prayer

An interpretation of the prayer Jesus taught:

THYME

With this reminder, the words of Jesus came back to them.
When they returned from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and the
PRAYER
THE
DAY were Mary of Magdala, Joanna, and Mary the mother of James. Th
others.OF
The
women
Intimately
to told
the MYSTERY
whichbut
IS LOVE,
let us
remember
other women
withconnected
them also
the apostles,
the story
seemed
like nonsense and
that we are ONE; for LOVE lives and breathes in, with, through, and
they refused to believe them.
beyond us, creating all that is, was, and ever shall be. As we breathe,
Peter however
got up
to thelifetomb.
Heworld,
stooped
down,
but power
he could see nothing
LOVE lives.
So,and
let usran
breathe
into the
trusting
the risen
of LOVE to heal
the went
world away,
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whole.
but the wrappings.
So he
fullitof
amazement at what had occurred.
We pray as we live, ONE with ALL, now and forever. Amen.

Music

SONG OF PRAISE

Stay With Us

Stay With
Us F. Brokering;
TEXT:
Herbert
TEXT: HERBERT F. BROKERING;
MUSIC:
Walter
L. Plez
Music: Walter
L. Plez

Stay with us, till night has come:
our praise to you this day be sung.
Bless our bread, open our eyes:
Jesus, be our great surprise.
Walk with us, our spirits sigh:
hear when our weary spirits cry,
feel again our loss, our pain:
Jesus, take us to your side.
Walk with us, the road will bend:
make all our weeping, wailing end.
Wipe our tears, forgive our fears:
Jesus, lift the heavy cross.
Talk with us, till we behold
a joyful life you will unfold:
heal our eyes to see the prize:
Jesus, take us to the light.
Stay with us, till day is done:
no tears nor dark shall dim the sun.
Cheer the hear, your grace impart:
Jesus, bring eternal life.

READING

Luke: 24:30-48

After sitting down with them to eat, Jesus took bread, said the blessing, then broke
the bread, and began to distribute it to them.
With that their eyes were opened and they recognized Jesus, who immediately
vanished from their sight.
They said to one another, “Weren’t our hearts burning inside us as this one talked to
us on the road and explained the scriptures to us?”
They got up immediately and returned to Jerusalem, where they found the Eleven
and the rest of the company assembled.
They were greeted with, “CHRIST has risen! It’s true! Jesus has appeared to Simon!”
Then the travelers recounted what had happened on the road, and how they had
come to know Jesus in the breaking of the bread.
While they were still talking about this, Jesus actually stood in their midst and said to
them, “Peace be with you.”
In their panic and fright, they thought they were seeing a ghost.
Jesus said to them, “Why are you disturbed?
Why do such ideas cross your mind?
Look at my hands and my feet; it is I, really.
Touch me and see—a ghost doesn’t have flesh and bones as I do.”
after saying this, Jesus showed them the wounds.
They were still incredulous for sheer joy and wonder, so Jesus said to them,
“Do you have anything here to eat?”
After being given a piece of cooked fish, the saviour ate in their presence.
Then Jesus said to them, “Remember the words I spoke when I was still with you:
everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the psalms
had to be fulfilled.”
Then Jesus opened their minds to the understanding of the scriptures, saying, “That
is why the scriptures say that the Messiah must suffer and rise from the dead on the
third day.
In the Messiah’s name, repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached to all
nations, beginning at Jerusalem.
You are witnesses of all this.

REFLECTION:

MUSIC

Song:

Can We Now Believe?
WORDS: Brian Wren;

Can We Now
Believe in Life?
MUSIC: LLANFAIR
TEXT: Brian Wren; MUSIC: LLANFAIR

Can we now believe in life, singing “Christ is risen!?”
Death is every where the norm, feared, familiar, given,
yet, if Easter Faith is true, great new things can happen.
Dark is giving way to dawn. Earth is lit by heaven.
Though our world embraces death (anger, war, and killing),
Easter blooms a Tree of Life, fragrant and fulfilling.
Justice, joy, compassion, peace, set our new direction,
as a people sent and steered by the Resurrection.
All the life that Jesus lived, teaching, meeting, healing,
every deed and every word, ripens into meaning
as our Rabbi’s stirring voice summons us to follow,
calling not from ages past, but from LOVE’s tomorrow.
Christ, untameably alive, breathe our life upon us
Compass, governor and guide, with us and beyond us,
Sky and Sunlight, spreading Vine. Spring of living water
Truth and Wisdom, Way and Word, here, and now together.
Blessing
PRAYERS:
POSTLUDE:

Prayer of Saint Patrick, Music by Antonio John Rutter

Let us open ourselves to the POWER of the LOVE, which is the HOLY ONE, to work
resurrection in us, trusting even in our isolation that this LOVE will work in us, through us,
with us, and beyond us to make the world whole.
Sharon Willan:
“Sometimes the most important thing in a whole day is the rest we take between two deep
breaths, or the turning inwards in prayer for five short minutes.” Etty Hillesum was a young
Jewish woman, just 26 when her life ended in Auschwitz. She learned to turn inward for
strength, intimacy with Mystery and outward towards her companions. The darkness of
those days was intense.
Holy One, today’s Pandemic has driven us into intense darkness and fear. Not only do we
face the death of loved ones, but we face our own mortality as well. We have recognized
the deep inequities in our Earth: abject poverty, systemic racism, climate change, and the
rise of populism that threatens to divide us.
“Sometimes the most important thing in a whole day is the rest we take between two deep
breaths, or the turning inwards in prayer for five short minutes.”

As we move into an uncertain future, the choice about how to live - not the why is this
happening faces us. The darkness is here, but there is also Light, showing us a path
forward. We can choose to draw strength from this Light, draw peace from the great Source
of Life into ourselves and turn toward our families, our neighbours and breathe that peace
on them. We can look at each person and mentally bow to the PRESENCE of deep
MYSTERY within and without and pray Namaste: the God in me acknowledges the God in
you.
HOLY MYSTERY, may we face this uncertainty in these days, this ongoing year, knowing
we are your eyes, your hands, your feet, your voice and the you are here. May we be
resurrection for each other.
“Sometimes the most important thing in a whole day is the rest we take between two deep
breaths, or the turning inwards in prayer for five short minutes.”
Jane Winstanley:
God of all Creation, help us to trust in our senses when we meet you in unexpected places.
We are often blinded by the mists of our own preconceptions and our expectations of where
you dwell, we place you in the box of our churches, in the Scriptures or in quiet moments of
prayer.
Yet you appear to us in the middle of our daily lives, you delight in surprising us in ordinary
places - even on the streets of our city. And the cloud of your presence wraps us in peace
and joy.
May our eyes, ears, hearts and minds be always open to your presence among us,
I pray that we open our lips to give thanks each time we remember those moments of being
surprised by joy.
Marney Curran:
We stop to think of what is happening out there.
We stop to think of the overwhelmed healthcare workers facing the highest number of
COVID patients since this began.
We stop talking because we are so full of anger: anger that we cannot control this virus;
anger that we cannot control vaccine supply and vaccine rollouts; and anger at those who
have chosen to disregard the safety protocols and put themselves and everyone around
them in danger.
And yet in the midst of this turmoil, we look around us and see nature bursting forth,
refusing to give up, abiding by weather conditions it is given.
May we refuse to give up. May we do what we can given the situation around us.
May we find peace in this turmoil.
Eric Schultz
The story of the disciples being in caught up in panic and fright when seeing Jesus,
fearing he is a ghost, makes me think of and pray for anyone who feels they are living in
a nightmare. The prayers of my heart and soul go out to those here in Ontario working in
our hospital intensive care units; where every shift feels like a ghoulish nightmare and
total exhaustion of body and spirit threatens even the most seasoned practitioners. With
more critical patients than beds or equipment the fear of having to decide who gets what
(or nothing at all) must be agonizing and almost surreal. My prayer is that all

Pastor Dawn Hutchings, Marney Curran
Jane Winstanley, Barbara Batke

Good Shepherd Sunday

www.holycrosslutheran.ca

practitioners struggling with this burden and ready to give up will receive what they need
to calm the panic. Jesus offered a greeting of peace and an act of eating to assure the
Welcome:
LOVE
is Risen!
disciples he was truly there;
that they
were not alone. I pray that each and everyone in
is Risen
in Us! Alleluia!
the ICUs be surrounded byLOVE
such peace
and assurance
that although their fear is real,
they too are not alone.

PRELUDE:
…

Andante in F Major
Resurrected by the LOVE Mendelssohn
in which we are ONE, we walk into the future nourished to

practice resurrection, so that all may know in us the peace which comes as pure gift from

Greeting:
TheSPIRIT,
graceONE,
of our
risen
CHRIST,
our CREATOR, CHRIST, and
now
and forever.
Amen.
the LOVE which IS DIVINITY
and the power of the SPIRIT is with us all.
SONG:
Embrace this Life
TEXT: Peggy McDonagh;
Music:
Embrace this Life

Embrace This Life

Sine Nomine
Music: Ralph
Vaughn
Williams,
SINEMusic:
NOMINE
Text:
Peggy
McDonagh;
Ralph Vaughan Williams – SINE NOMINE
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BLESSING:
Let CREATION stir resurrection in you.
May you feast on your SACRED moments.
May that peace nourish, ground and sustain you
so that even from the confines of our isolation
we can find the strength, courage and compassion
to reach out to ONE-another
and be LOVE in the world.
May the breath of our LOVER, BELOVED, and LOVE ITSELF
Nourish you for resurrection!
Amen.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Weather of the SPIRIT

POSTLUDE:

By M. Adams

faith

CHAT
Tuesday April 20th

Human Evolution and Making Meaning

10am Tuesdays in Spring - Zoom
Time for RESURRECTION
RECONSTRUCTING Our Faith
This is a chance to come together to create community over conversations
about our shared desire to explore what it means to be faithful in 2021, with
all the doubts, challenges, joys, isolation, inspirations, discoveries and
revelations we are encountering along the way.

www.holycrosslutheran.ca
Zoom Link:
Topic: faith CHAT
Time: This is a recurring meeting Tuesdays at 10am
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84227666621?pwd=Z1FtNnhzTm9BNTRVdit2RkU4ZkNoZz09
Meeting ID: 842 2766 6621
Passcode: 776087

Make a designated donation via E-transfer

So that we can provide packaged food
items to be distributed by the

Street Outreach Van
You can now transfer funds via email to:
holy.cross.donations@rogers.com
for more information go to
Crosslinks Street Outreach Van
provides a range of urgent-care
services seven days a week.

www.holycrosslutheran.ca

E-transfer
You can now transfer funds via email to:
holy.cross.donations@rogers.com
please remember to designate your offering
to the Street Outreach Van

Financial Report - General Fund January - March 31, 2021

INCOME

Jan-Mar.
BUDGET

Jan-Mar.
ACTUAL

TOTAL OFFERINGS

$26,595.60

$17,511.47

Solar Panel Income

$2,250.00

$511.68

$0.00

$0.00

$124.97

$0.00

$0.00

$9.90

Government Payroll Subsidy

$3,999.99

$2,338.39

Rental: Armitage Daycare

$3,225.00

$3,225.00

Online Program Fees

$999.99

$0.00

Online Resource Fees

$624.99

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

Sub-Total General Fund

$37,820.54

$23,596.44

2020 Surplus Carried forward

$3,199.44

$3,199.44

Bridge Loan Draw

$1,249.97

$0.00

TOTAL INCOME

$42,269.95

$26,795.88

TOTAL EXPENSES to March. 31, 2021

$38,519.78

$34,181.19

Fundraising
Gifts
Interest

Miscellaneous Income:

NET LOSS as of March. 31, 2021

-$7,385.31

Holy Cross will NOT be receiving the Provincial Grant we had hoped for.
Council is operating under the “Basic Budget” which was approved by the congregation.
Currently we are running a DEFICIT of $7,385.31 which means we are eating into last
year’s surplus in order to meet our commitments. Clearly, this is not sustainable.
The Federal Payroll Subsidy is considerably less than last year and is due to expire in
June.
Several big-ticket expenses came due in the first quarter: Insurance, Lift maintenance,
and several Online revenues will not be realized until the fall.

Please prayerfully consider your financial support.
So, that together we can reduce our deficit.

OFFERINGS:
There are several ways to ensure that we are able to continue meeting our commitments.
You can mail in your offerings:
Holy Cross Lutheran Church
1035 Wayne Drive
Newmarket, On. L3Y 2W9
You can sign up to our Preauthorized Remittance Program PAR
contact our Treasurer Sharon Smyth who will guide you
You can go to Holy Cross’ CanadaHelps page to donate just follow the link:

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/36983

E-transfer
You can now transfer funds via email to:
holy.cross.donations@rogers.com

Make sure you are on our MAILING LIST
so that we can send you all the Zoom Links
We want to see your smiling face as often as possible!
Send an email to: holycrosslutheran@rogers.com
and we will be sure to send you all our news!

