WORSHIP:
FOURTH Sunday of Lent
Holy Cross Lutheran Church

Progressive In Approach:Christlike In Action!
March 14th 2021

LOVE in Creation

Pastor Dawn

Hutchings, Musician: Marney
Curran
Thomas Berry

Worship Team: Marney Curran, Eric Schultz, Andrew Slonetsky,
Petra Vollmerhausen, Sharon Willan, Jane Winstanley

Welcome:
Prelude:

Adagissimo, BWV 992
by J.S. Bach

Invocation:
The SOURCE of Creation’s LOVE,
the passion of CHRIST,
and the power of the SPIRIT
is with you all.
Thanks be to ALL that IS HOLY!

Music printed under
LiscenSing #1975

God, Composer and Conductor

Creator God
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Prayer of the Day

Earth as the Original Scripture
by Christiane Valters Painter; Video: Work of the People

May our eyes be opened to the Word of God scribed on every leaf and petal,
on every wing and paw.
As the seasons unfold in their vibrant dance of change may we hear the call from their pages
to blossom forth, to bear fruit,
to surrender and yield, to rest into mystery.
Let the journey of caterpillar to moth
teach you the path of transformation
Let the patience of mountains and singing of stones give guidance for what it means to
endure.
Let the rise and fall of the sun and moon
circling the blue-tiled sky
teach you about journeys to fullness
and to rest and release.
May Holy Wisdom be revealed in each season, reading grace at every turn.

Music:

Blessing
Blessing
by Music:
JoyMarney
Cowley
Words: Joy Crowley,
Curran
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A Reading from the Mystic:

St. John of the Cross (1542-1591)

“What is grace?” I asked God.
And God said,
“All that happens.”
Then God added, when I looked perplexed,
“Could not lovers
say that every moment in their Beloved’s arms
was grace?
Existence is my arms,
though I well understand how one can turn
away from
me
until the heart has
wisdom.”
Music:

SEEKER, TEACHER, FRIEND
Text: JIM BURKLO; Music: CRUADERS’ HYMN

Seeker of justice, turner of the tables
One who made sure that the poor were fed
Land for the landless, home for the homeless
And baskets filled with fish and bread.
Friend of the friendless, lover of the enemy,
Love that conventions cannot contain,
Boundless compassion, put into action
For peace beyond all selfish aims.
Mystical teacher, lover of the Holy One
Faithful beyond any rites or creeds
One with creation, in adoration
Revealed in humble prayers and deeds.
Storm-riding mariner, death-defying leader
With you in courage we seek to stand
Stilling the waves of fear, through chilling winds we steer
Till on that peaceful shore we land.

Gospel:

John 3:14-21

As Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so the Chosen One must be lifted up,
so that everyone who believes in the Chosen One might have eternal life.
Yes, God so loved the world as to give the Begotten One, that whoever believes
may not die, but have eternal life.
God sent the Only Begotten into the world not to condemn the world, but that
through the Only Begotten the world might be saved.
Whoever believes in the Only Begotten avoids judgment, but whoever doesn’t
believe is judged already for not believing in the name of the Only Begotten of
God.
On these grounds is sentence pronounced that though the light came into the
world people showed they preferred darkness to the light because their deeds
were evil.
Indeed, people who do wrong hate the light and avoid it, for fear their actions will
be exposed; but people who live by the truth come out into the light so that it may
be plainly seen that what they do is done in God.

Sermon:

Repent! Think New Thoughts!

Love, Again
Music:
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LOVE, Again

Haugen

TEXT: Greta Vosper; MUSIC: Marty Haugen
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Prayers:
As we journey deeper into the wilderness of LENT, we do so trusting that we live and move and have
our being in the MYSTERY which is LOVE. To that LOVE we open ourselves to express our gratitude,
our longings, our fears, and our desires for Creation and for our neighbours. Let our prayers move us,
shape us, and release us to embrace the power of the LOVE who IS, BEYOND the BEYOND, and
BEYOND that Also, our CREATOR, CHIRST, and SPIRIT, ONE:
Our Sacred Scriptures speak of beginning. In Genesis we read, “In the beginning God created the
heavens and the Earth”. And then the Gospel attributed to John states: In the beginning was
the WORD. This is one beginning - the beginning of all matter over 13.8 billion years ago that was
birthed in MYSTERY. Holy One, we have come to understand that Creation is the first word you spoke,
and that each particle is a book about you, written by you for us. Each book is a story of LOVE.
Incarnation is the one story of wholeness, an excessive LOVE outpouring through creation bringing all
to completeness. We breathe in that LOVE every moment of every day, even when we do not realize it.
We see that Jesus opens us to another way to live. He came among us to liberate our thinking, to point
the way to MYSTERY and to open our hearts to see that LOVE, is the Way Jesus lived among us. I
pray that we might be humble enough to keep breathing in your LOVE, to breathe in the magnitude of
your Presence, to breathe in the goodness of all Creation, to breathe in the Word you continue to
speak to us. May the path Jesus opened up for us lead us deeper into LOVE for our Earth and each
other.

In deep gratitude I thank theologians of recent years who have freed us from the image of God as
Judge, a God that we could never be good enough to please. I give thanks for the Progressive
Christian movement and for the people of Holy Cross; for a place to share faith and doubts, for the
freedom and challenges I am experiencing. But above all I am grateful for Jesus of Nazareth, and for
the image of God that he upheld throughout his life. I am thankful for his freedom to challenge long held
Jewish views of God and hypocrisy in religious leaders. A man who does not condemn, even when he
is condemned. A man who forgives the soldiers who taunt him. A man who is free of prejudice, he
embraces the foreigner, the beggar, the leper and treats women with respect. How can we not fall in
love with such compassion and long to live in the same way? I give thanks for a new appreciation of
this planet and all of Creation; for new perspectives on Scripture, the richness of the mystics and the
freedom to be accepting of other faith traditions. I pray that we all find the presence of the HOLY ONE
in everyone and everything we come across each day and that we all find the freedom to live without
fear of judgement but with a Spirit of forgiveness and compassion.

We confess it is so tempting to want to shut the world out and not have to face the daily news reports of
more problems with COVID, more injustices, more tragedies. And yet, face it we must, with grace,
patience, peace, and a resolve to continue to be love in the world.
Source of life that is love - past, present and future: At times I open my heart and tune my
consciousness to be in closer frequency with you; during those moments I am always astounded and
surprised by recuring images and themes. This week, in Toronto news we are hearing of the “tent city”
of a field hospital being erected in the parking lot of Sunnybrook Health Sciences Centre in preparation
for a possible third wave of Covid 19. Also, this week we hear a reading from John that makes
reference to Moses and the people in the wilderness. My inspired imagination links the tented city of
the wandering Israelites and the bronze serpent with the tented field hospital under the international
healthcare symbol of a snake on a staff. The wildernesses of life change and our tents change, and
even the ways we experience you, oh God, change; but your presence is constant, coming to us
through recurring themes. May we all be inspired by these recuring images, inspired to acts of love
repeated over and over and over, not bound by time or space.
Trusting the LOVE that is God, we breathe deeply of the Spirit and taking our lead from Jesus, and our
strength from one another, we journey into the wilderness of Lent, so that we might discover all that we
were created to be.
All praise, honour, and thanksgiving, we offer to the ONE who IS our LOVER, BELOVED and LOVE
Itself, now and forever. Amen.

Music:

LOVE Is the Touch
Text: Alison M. Robertson; MUSIC: John Bell
Verses 1, 2, & 3

Blessing:
Repent! Metanoia! Think new thoughts!
Now is the time to discover ways of being human
in which we become more fully the medium
through which the LOVE that is God
can be seen and experienced here and now,
in, with, through, and beyond us.
Repent. Metanoia. Think new thoughts!
For you are gloriously and wonderfully made
to be LOVE in the world! LOVE
in the name and for the sake of the ONE
who IS our CREATOR, CHRIST, and SPIRIT;
one LOVE, now and forever. Amen.

Announcements
Peace
Postlude

Wilt Thou Forgive
by Mark Sirett

St. John of the Cross
(1542-1591) St. John of the Cross has long been recognized as one of the world’s great mystical poets. His verse
reveals a profound, tender experience of DIVINE communion.
St. John was born Juan de Yepes y Alvarez in Fontiveros, Spain, a town northeast of Avila. Like St. Teresa, his
family had been Jewish and were conversos – “forced Christians.” His father was from a wealthy silk merchant
family that disowned him when he married a poor orphaned girl. St. John’s father died when John was quite
young, leaving a widow and three sons in deep poverty. His mother loomed, and John became a carpenter,
painter, and tailor to help support the family. While in his teens they moved to Medina del Campo, a larger and
more prosperous city, where he worked for a while at a hospital. It was during this period that he received his
first formal education at a Jesuit school. He was an exceptional student, learned Latin well, and stayed in this
school until the age of twenty-one. Then, without much consultation with anyone, he became a Carmelite friar
and subsequently spent four years at the University of Salamanca.
In 1577, as a result of the attempted reform of the Carmelite order and his alliance with St Teresa, he was kidnapped and imprisoned at Toledo. It was
during this period of debased confinement and torture by his fellow priests that he miraculously composed some of his greatest poetry. For much of
the nine months St. John was in prison, he was confined to a tiny cell, actually an unlit closet in which he could not even stand up. He was left to relieve
himself on the floor of his tiny cell, and his few scraps of food and water were sometimes thrown into his feces and urine. On a regular basis he was
brought from his cell and beaten by some of the other priests, to the extent that he became permanently crippled. He was not given a change of clothes
or allowed to wash for months. He became infested with lice and developed acute dysentery. He was forced to sleep upon his own excrement. This
prison was in the basement of a monastery. One night in prayer, asking God for the strength to endure his confinement and torture, St John had this
remarkable experience or vision. He heard a duet in which God and he were the singers: “I am dying of love darling, what should I do?” And the Beloved
responded,
“Then die my sweetheart—just die. Die to all that is not us; what could be more beautiful”
Following this vision life changed remarkable for St. John for a while. He was given better care and even pen and paper by a new jailer, and during the
next few weeks wrote down some thirty stanzas of “Cantico Espiritual” and completed “La fonte” and probably “Noche Oscura” (Black Night), which is
really a love poem about transformation.
On the eve of the assumption of the Virgin the head of the monastery pulled St. John from his tiny cell and hideously beat him, promising that he would
be released if he would just abandon the Reform movement. That night the Virgin appeared to St. John, filling his cell and heart with a divine comfort,
and saying, “My darling, I have accepted your surrender to all that has happened here as you believed it was God’s will, but now I command you to
escape.” And within a few days he miraculously did escape.
The most prolific period of his life followed his imprisonment. In solitude, surrounded by the clarity and beauty of the Andalusian landscape he came
to know days of heaven on earth.
On December 14, 1591, just before midnight, St. John, lying near death and remarkably weak, wanted to fix his bed as if someone important were
coming to visit. He then asked that the “Song of Songs” be read. And while he was listening, suddenly he exclaimed: “So Beautiful are the flowers!”
and died.

ZOOM LINK
Topic: faith CHAT
Time: This is a recurring meeting TUESDAYS @ 10am EST
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84227666621?pwd=Z1FtNnhzTm9BNTRVdit2RkU4ZkNoZz09
Meeting ID: 842 2766 6621
Passcode: 776087

LENT Morning Prayer
Gather with us over Zoom
Wednesdays @ 10:00am
JOIN US March 17th

Morning Prayer
followed by conversation about life
during these challenging times.

Guided by our Worship Team,
we will begin with music, prayer, and images as we open ourselves to
the MYSTERY which IS LOVE.
Out of our brief Morning Prayer a question will emerge to inspire our
conversation.

To register: send an email to holycrosslutheran@rogers.com
and we shall send you the Zoom link.

Everyone is welcome to journey through LENT with us!

We worship as we live
in the presence of MYSTERY…
www.holycrosslutheran.ca
Progressive in Approach: Christlike in Action!

Meeting: Zoom LINK:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82934746801?pwd=Y1hNRzQ0R2JwbktSR0QrSm82VHVRUT09

Meeting ID: 829 3474 6801

Passcode: 376309

Wednesday MARCH 17TH at 10am

SNAKES in the WILDERNESS
please Zoom in a few minutes before
10am so that we can begin on time.

Annual

Congregational

Meeting
Thursday

March 18,
2021
Thomas Berry
7pm on Zoom
Zoom Link:
Topic: HCLC Annual Congregational Meeting
Time: Mar 18, 2021 07:00 PM America/Toronto
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86989275410?pwd=eEpPZnVUZFhoM0p5NFZ0ckVDdHh6UT09
Meeting ID: 869 8927 5410
Passcode: 408848

Season of LENT

Gather with us! ONLINE

Sundays @ 10:45am

C
reation:
the Original

We are reviving the early Christian
practice of “Home Church.”
Updated for these challenging times:

Sanctuary

Online Worship Videos
are posted
Sundays at 10:45am
www.holycrosslutheran.ca

Progressive in Approach: Christlike in Action!
HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH
Progressive in approach: Christlike in action!
Worship Videos posted Sundays at 10:45am

www.holycrosslutheran.ca
Pastor....The Reverend Dawn

Hutchings B.A., M.Div.

905-868-0897

Musical Director…………………………….Marney Curran B.S.M.,A.R.C.T.
email…………………………………….......holycrosslutheran@rogers.com
Member of the Eastern Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada

Opening ourselves
to the MYSTERY
which is God
who IS LOVE

Make a designated donation via E-transfer

So that we can provide packaged food
items to be distributed by the

Street Outreach Van
You can now transfer funds via email to:
holy.cross.donations@rogers.com
for more information go to
Crosslinks Street Outreach Van
provides a range of urgent-care
services seven days a week.

www.holycrosslutheran.ca

E-transfer
You can now transfer funds via email to:
holy.cross.donations@rogers.com
please remember to designate your offering
to the Street Outreach Van

OFFERINGS:
There are several ways to ensure that we are able to continue meeting our commitments.
You can mail in your offerings:
Holy Cross Lutheran Church
1035 Wayne Drive
Newmarket, On. L3Y 2W9
You can sign up to our Preauthorized Remittance Program PAR
contact our Treasurer Sharon Smyth who will guide you
You can go to Holy Cross’ CanadaHelps page to donate just follow the link:

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/36983

E-transfer
You can now transfer funds via email to:
holy.cross.donations@rogers.com

Make sure you are on our MAILING LIST
so that we can send you all the Zoom Links
We want to see your smiling face as often as possible!
Send an email to: holycrosslutheran@rogers.com
and we will be sure to send you all our news!

