
MIRACLES in the WILDERNESS 
Wednesday March 3, 2021 

Meeting: Zoom LINK:  
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82934746801?pwd=Y1hNRzQ0R2JwbktSR0QrSm82VHVRUT09 
 
Meeting ID: 829 3474 6801          Passcode: 376309 
 

WELCOME:   
 

INVOCATION: 
 
 L:  The MYSTERY which IS LOVE 
   is with you all. 
 ALL:  THANKS be to ALL that IS HOLY! 
 
 L:  Let us pray:    

  As our journey continues, the wilderness reveals our own giftedness. 
  We are wondrously and gloriously made. 
  Within us are undiscovered blessings waiting to burst forth. 
  Treasures held in, denied, ignored.  
  Surprises waiting to delight us. 
  Talents untapped, unpracticed, unused, ungiven. 
  Strengths, hidden, buried, supressed. 
  Inspirations gasping for breath. 
  Dreams undreamt. 
  We are a miracle, filled with miracles. 

Let us open our very selves to ALL that IS HOLY with in us. 
Let the ONE who IS, find breathe in, with, through, and beyond us, 
to bless the world. AMEN. 

 
MUSIC:  Prayer of St. Patrick  music by John Rutter 
 

CHRIST within me, 
CHIRST behind me, 
CHRIST before me, 
CHRIST beside me, 
CHIRST to win me, 
CHRIST to comfort and restore me, 
CHRIST above me, 
CHRIST beneath me, 
CHRIST in quiet, 
CHRIST in danger, 
CHRIST in hearts of all that love me, 
CHRIST in mouth of friend and stranger, 
CHRIST in mouth of friend and stranger. 
 



GOSPEL:   Mark 8: 31-38 
 

Jesus began to teach them that the Promised One had to suffer much, be rejected 
by the elders, chief priests, and religious scholars, be put to death, and rise again 
three days later. 
Jesus said these things quite openly. Peter then took him aside and began to take 
issue with him. 
At this, Jesus turned around and, eyeing the disciples, reprimanded Peter:   
“Get out of my sight, you Satan!  You are judging by human standards rather than 
by God’s!”  
Jesus summoned the crowd and the disciples and said, “If you wish to come after 
me, you must deny your very self, take up your cross and follow in my footsteps.  
If you would save your life, you’ll lose it, but if you lose your life for my sake, you’ll 
save it.  
What would you gain if you were to win the whole world but lose our self in the 
process? What can you offer in exchange for your soul? 
Whoever in this faithless and corrupt generation is ashamed of me and my words 
will find, in turn, that the Promised One and the holy angels will be ashamed of that 
person, when all stand before our God in glory.” 
 

 
 
CONTEMPORY READING:   The Gift You Are 
       by Michael Morwood 
 

     We gather here conscious of the gift 
each one of us is. 
We are gifts of the universe 
unfolding for billions of years 
to produce a wondering and wonderful life-form 
with awareness, appreciation, and creativity. 
 

     We are gifts of the universe, 
bringing us forth 
to sing, to dance 
and to be joyful 
on its behalf, 
on behalf of all of Creation. 
 

     We are gifts of the GREAT MYSTERY, 
permeating, 
penetrating 
and embracing 
everything that exists, 
and coming to human expression in us. 
 

      We are gifts of human love, 
of commitment 
of risk 



of hope 
of trust 
of promise 
of dreams of what could be. 
 

      We are gifts 
of all the joy that love can bring, 
of dreams come true, 
of DIVINE possibilities. 
 

      We are earthen vessels, 
gifted  
with the power and impulses 
that drive the universe.  
 

      We are earthen vessels, 
charged with the GREAT MYSTERY 
at work everywhere  
in the vastness of the universe. 
 

      We are gifts 
to be opened and shared, 
called to be co-creators 
of an evolving humanity, 
enablers of the “kin-dom of God”. 

 
PRAYER:   

 
Timid though we may be to declare our own miraculous nature, 
let us dare to recognize the wonders that we are. 
Extraordinary creatures, capable of such grace, 
let us not shy away from outrageous acts of LOVE.   
Tempted to withdraw and hide from dangers and risks, 
let us not fear the crosses which are all around us. 
Daunted by the sheer volume of challenges, 
let us pick up just one cross that we might carry. 
So that death might be transformed into life, 
let us summon the LOVE which lives in, with, through, and beyond us, 
Let the power of the ONE who IS BEYOND, the BEYOND and BEYOND that also, 
give us strength for the journey toward resurrection. 
AMEN.  
 

MUSIC:  Deep Peace music by Bill Douglas 
 

Deep peace of the running wave to you, 
Deep peace of the flowing air to you, 
Deep peace of the quiet Earth to you,  
Deep peace of the shining stars to you, 
Deep peace of the gentle night to you, 



Moon and stars pour their healing light on you. 
Deep peace to you, 
Deep peace to you,  
Deep peace to you, 
Deep peace to you. 

 
 
Question & Responses: an opportunity for conversation 
 
What miracles about yourself are you discovering in this wilderness? 

Are there blessings simmering in you? 

What might it take for you to release your giftedness? 
 
Blessing:   

May you trust your CREATOR’s artistry enough   
to know the wonderful miracle that you are. 
May you surprise yourself with grace. 
May you find the courage you need to dream. 
May LOVE’s WISDOM guide you. 
May you find joy as you go. 
LOVE is with you, now and always. 
Amen. 


