
 
 
Welcome:    
 
Prelude:  Sarabende en Rondeau, from Suite in F Minor  
   by J. S. Bach   
     
Invocation:   
   The SOURCE of Creation’s LOVE, 
   the passion of CHRIST,  
   and the power of the SPIRIT  
   is with you all.  
   Thanks be to ALL that IS HOLY! 
 
 
  

Music printed under 
LiscenSing #1975 

 



Music:   Bless Now, O God the Journey 
      Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan; MUSIC:  Welsh tune LLANGLOFFAN 
  



Prayer of the Day   
  

The journey of Lent stretches out before us. May we find nourishment 
which we need to follow Jesus to the crosses in our world so that we 
too can find life beyond the endless crucifixions of this world. Let us 
breathe deeply of the SPIRIT in our efforts to embody LOVE, which 
finds expression in CHIRST.  Let our worship open us to the ONE who 
is our  LOVER, BELOVED, AND LOVE ITSELF.  Amen. 

 
Contemporary Reading:  “MYSTERIES, YES” 
      by Mary Oliver 
 

 Truly, we live with mysteries too marvelous 
   to be understood. 
 
How grass can be nourishing in the 
   mouths of the lambs. 
How rivers and stones are forever 
   in allegiance with gravity 
      while we ourselves dream of rising. 
How two hands touch and the bonds will 
   never be broken. 
How people come, from delight or the 
   scars of damage, 
to the comfort of a poem. 
 
Let me keep my distance, always, from those 
   who think they have the answers. 
 
Let me keep company always with those who say 
   “Look!” and laugh in astonishment, 
   and bow their heads. 

 
 
 

Music:   My Spirit Rests in You Alone 

 



Reading from the Mystics   
 
     St. Teresa of Avila 

 
LAUGHTER CAME FROM EVERY BRICK 

 
Just these two words God spoke 

changed my life, 
 

“Enjoy Me.” 
 

What a burden I thought I was to carry— 
a crucifix, as did Christ. 

 

Love once said to me, “I know a song, 
would you like to hear it?” 

 

And laughter came from every brick in the street 
and from every pore in the sky. 

 

After a night of prayer, God 
changed my life when  

God sang, 
 

“Enjoy Me.” 
 
 
  



Music:   WOMB of All Creation Flowing 
    TEXT:  Jann Aldredge-Clanton: TUNE:  PICARDY 
  



Gospel: Mark 1:9-15 
 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John 
in the Jordan. 
And just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn 
apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 
And a voice came from heaven,  
“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
And the Spirit immediately drove Jesus out into the wilderness. 
He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the 
wild beasts, and the angels waited on him. 
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good 
news of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the dominion of God has 
come near; repent, and believe in the good news. 
 

Sermon:  My Laughable Lenten Discipline 
 
  



Music:   Earth Is Full of Wit and Wisdom  
    TEXT: Adam M. L. Tice;  

    MUSIC: W. Moore, Columbian Harmony, HOLY MANA 
Verses 1 & 3 only 

 
  



Prayers: 
 

As we journey into the wilderness of LENT, we do so trusting that we live and move and have our 
being in the MYSTERY which is LOVE. To that LOVE we open ourselves to express our gratitude, 
our longings, our fears, and our desires for Creation and for our neighbours.  Let our prayers move 
us, shape us, and release us to embrace the power of the LOVE who IS, BEYOND the BEYOND, 
and BEYOND that Also, our CREATOR, CHIRST, and SPIRIT, ONE: 
 
The Ashes of Wednesday have reminded us of death & mourning.  Mourning for our own 
brokenness and society’s failures.  But Jesus returns from the wilderness with a message – a 
message of hope - not punishment.  The captives will be freed, the broken hearted will be bound 
up, we will be given a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning – what a 
picture of joy!  May we replace our faint spirits with mantles of praise this Lenten journey and let us 
return to our loving God with joy in all Creation and delight in the laughter of babies and children.  
Let us celebrate the life we are gifted with and enjoy the ONE who LOVEs us unconditionally. 
 
 
May the DIVINE SPIRIT that dwells in, among and beyond us not be starved by fasting this 
season, but be nourished and spring forth.  At times it feels like the last year has been one long 
season of lent.  A time of consuming less, by choice or by imposition; and a time of temptation to 
allow our individual desires for community and connection to supersede our desire for the common 
good.  May the release of our tight grasp and the letting go of what we thought we held dear and 
important make room for new ideas and new inspirations.  I pray that wilderness be replaced with 
Wonderness of ourselves, each other and the Sanctuary of Creation. 
 
We marvel at the knowledge and persistence of the scientists and medical personnel who have 
worked tirelessly over the last year to give us the best information and find effective practices and 
medications with which to fight this pandemic and keep us safe. May we patiently continue 
to  heed their advice and not give in to discouragement and impatience with regard to restrictions 
and delayed vaccine deliveries. May the faith and hope that is in us carry us through the coming 
weeks. 
As I look outside my window in the early morning, 
rays of golden sunlight begin their dance through bare branches and I am delighted. I am filled with 
gratitude for the gift of sight. HOLY ONE, our eyes see so much - both the beautiful and the 
broken. It is easy to rest in what delights us and so difficult to wrap the broken in our hearts. May 
this sight be a pathway to love as Jesus loved, to see with inner eyesight, to reach out rather than 
turn away. May we learn to be grateful for all we see. May our hearts create room for all. 
 
O GREAT LOVER, my heart goes out to those who don’t know that they are unconditionally loved. 
That they are cherished and have a unique contribution to make to this incredible world. May all 
find moments to pause and reflect on just how amazing everything is…. including them… and find 
comfort and hope and joy in living. 
 
Prodded by the LOVE which IS God, how can we help but laugh with joy at the tender urging of our 
CREATOR?  Let us not resist the temptation to rejoice at all that LOVE is.  Let our delight move us 
to be more reckless in our LOV-ing,  so that all may feel MYSTERY’s embrace.    
 
Trusting the LOVE that is God, we breathe deeply of the Spirit and taking our lead from Jesus, and 
our strength from one another, we journey into the wilderness of Lent, so that we might discover all 
that we were created to be. 
All praise, honour, and thanksgiving, we offer to the ONE who IS our LOVER, BELOVED and 
LOVE Itself, now and forever. Amen. 
 



Music:   We Cannot Own the Sunlit Sky 
    Text: Ruth Duck;  MUSIC:  Marty Haugen 
    Tune: Castle Montgomery, Irreg. 

Blessing: 
 

As our journey continues, may the sounds of laughter, guide you into the depths of life. 
In the wonders of Creation, see the revelations of our CREATOR, who is BEYOND the 
BEYOND, and BEYOND that Also, our LOVER, BELOVED, and LOVE Itself. Amen. 

 
 
 



Announcements 
 
Peace 
 
Postlude  NIMROD,  
   from Edward Elgar’s Enigma Variations 

Meeting: Zoom LINK:  
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82934746801?pwd=Y1hNRzQ0R2JwbktSR0QrSm82VHVRUT09 
 
Meeting ID: 829 3474 6801          Passcode: 376309 

 
 Wednesday February 24th at 10am 
 please Zoom in a few minutes before 10am so that 
 we can begin on time. 

LENT Morning Prayer
Gather with us over Zoom 
Wednesdays  @ 10:00am 

beginning Feb. 24th  

Morning Prayer  
followed by conversation about life 


during these challenging times.


Guided by our Worship Team, 

we will begin with music, prayer, and images as we open ourselves to 
the MYSTERY which IS LOVE.  

Out of our brief Morning Prayer a question will emerge to inspire our 
conversation.

To register: send an email to  holycrosslutheran@rogers.com

and we shall send you the Zoom link. 

Everyone is welcome to journey through LENT with us! 

We worship as we live  
in the presence of MYSTERY… 

www.holycrosslutheran.ca 
Progressive in Approach: Christlike in Action!

TEMPTATIONS IN THE WILDERNESS
Morning Prayer



  

  

Progressive in Approach: Christlike in Action!
HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH
Progressive in approach: Christlike in action!

 Pastor....The Reverend Dawn Hutchings B.A., M.Div.   905-868-0897
 Musical Director…………………………….Marney Curran B.S.M.,A.R.C.T.

 email…………………………………….......holycrosslutheran@rogers.com
Member of the Eastern Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada

Worship Videos posted Sundays at 10:45am
www.holycrosslutheran.ca

Gather with us!  ONLINE 
Sundays  @ 10:45am 
We are reviving the early Christian 

practice of “Home Church.”

Updated for these challenging times:


Online Worship Videos 
are posted 

Sundays at 10:45am 
www.holycrosslutheran.ca 

Opening ourselves 
to the MYSTERY  

which is God  
who IS LOVE

Creation:  
the Original 
Sanctuary

Season of LENT

Thomas Berry 

Annual  
Congregational 

Meeting
Thursday 

March 18, 2021 
7pm on Zoom

Thomas Berry 

Informational 
Meeting

Thursday 
March 11, 2021 

7pm on Zoom



  

Make sure you are on our MAILING LIST 
so that we can send you all the Zoom Links 

We want to see your smiling face as often as possible! 
Send an email to: holycrosslutheran@rogers.com  

and we will be sure to send you all our news! 
 
 

OFFERINGS: 
There are several ways to ensure that we are able to continue meeting our commitments. 

 

You can mail in your offerings: 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

1035 Wayne Drive 
Newmarket, On. L3Y 2W9 

 

You can sign up to our Preauthorized Remittance Program PAR 
contact our Treasurer Sharon Smyth who will guide you 

 

You can go to Holy Cross’ CanadaHelps page to donate just follow the link: 
 

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/36983 
 

E-transfer 
You can now transfer funds via email to: 

holy.cross.donations@rogers.com 
 

 



 

ACCESSIBILITY FUND: 
 
 

Carried forward from 2019 $  2,180.34 
Donations 2020 11,728.61 
Loan Repayment 12,500.00 
Carry forward to 2021 $  1,408.95 

Financial Report: GENERAL FUND January - December 31, 2020

INCOME
Jan-Dec. 
BUDGET

Jan-Dec. 
ACTUAL       

Total OFFERINGS $129,835.17 $105,284.83
Solar Panel Income $9,000.00 $8,435.43
Fundraising $2,000.00 $20.00
Gifts $500.00 $0.00
Interest $0.00 $53.83
Non-Budgeted Expenses $1,000.00 $0.00

Budgeted Expense $1,000.00 $2,061.81

Budgeted Exp. Government Subsidy $0.00 $17,356.84
Total Budgeted Expenses $1,000.00 $19,418.65

Rentals: Church Facility $1,500.00 $540.00
Rental: Armitage Daycare $12,900.00 $12,900.00
Movie Nights/Matinees $3,000.00 $608.81
Miscellaneous Income: LWF $0.00 $0.00

Sub-Total General Fund $160,735.17 $147,261.55
2019 Surplus Carried forward $992.45 $992.45

TOTAL INCOME $161,727.62 $148,254.00
Designated: LWF $50.00

EXPENSES
TOTAL EXPENSES to Dec. 31, 2020 $161,727.62 $135,356.33
NET SURPLUS as of Dec. 31, 2020 $12,897.67

Designated: LWF $50.00
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