
Welcome:    
 
 
Music:   The Night You Gave Us, God Has Ended 
      TEXT:  Wayne L. Wold; MUSIC: Clement C. Scholefield, ST. CLEMENT 
    Verses 1, 2, 4, & 5  

Music printed under 
LiscenSing #1975 
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The Imposition of  Masks  
Pastor Dawn Hutchings, Musician: Marney Curran  

Worship Team: Marney Curran, Eric Schultz, Andrew Slonetsky, 
Petra Vollmerhausen, Sharon Willan, Jane Winstanley 



 
Prayer of the Day   
  

We open ourselves to the ONE who IS BEYOND the BEYOND and 
BEYOND that also. Our ancestors spoke of our CREATOR breathing into 
the dust the breath of life and giving birth to creatures which our CREATOR 
nurtures and loves. Innately we know that from dust we came and to dust 
we shall return, even as we are confident that the breath of our CREATOR 
lives eternally in us, through us and beyond us. So, let us breathe deeply of 
this life, so that all the wonders, terrors, joys, sorrows, loves, fears, hopes 
and dreams of this miraculous gift of life might bring us to intimacy with the 
ONE who IS BEYOND the BEYOND and BEYOND that ALSO, our 
LOVER, BELOVED, and LOVE Itself.  Amen. 

 
 
First Reading   The Star Within a creation story 

     by Dr. Paula Lehman & Rev. Sarah Griffith 
“In the beginning, the energy of silence rested over an infinite horizon of pure 
nothingness. The silence lasted for billions of years, stretching across aeons 
that the human mind cannot even remotely comprehend. Out of the silence 
arose the first ripples of sound, vibrations of pure energy that ruptured the 
tranquil stillness as a single point of raw potential, bearing all matter, all 
dimension, all energy, and all time: exploding like a massive fireball. It was the 
greatest explosion of all time! 
An eruption of infinite energy danced into being. It had a wild and joyful freedom 
about it, and like a dance it was richly endowed with coherence, elegance, and 
creativity. The universe continued to expand and cool until the first atoms came 
into being. The force of gravity joined the cosmic dance; atoms clustered into 
primordial galaxies. Giant clouds of hydrogen and helium gases gathered into 
condensed masses, giving birth to stars! 
Generations of stars were born and died, born and died, and then our own star 
system, the solar system, was formed from a huge cloud of interstellar dust, 
enriched by the gifts of all those ancestral stars. Planet Earth condensed out of 
a cloud that was rich in a diversity of elements. Each atom of carbon, oxygen, 
silicon, calcium, and sodium had been given during the explosive death of 
ancient stars. These elements, this stuff of stars, included all the chemical 
elements necessary for the evolution of carbon-based life. With the appearance 
of the first bacteria, the cosmic dance reached a more complex level of 
integration. Molecules clustered together to form living cells! Later came the 
algae, and then fish began to inhabit the waters! Thence the journey of life on 
land and in the sky. Insects, amphibians, birds, reptiles, and mammals: all 
flourished and diversified and elaborated the themes of life. And now it is our 
time, too.” 
 

 



Music:   O God We Call 
    TEXT & MUSIC: Linnea Good 

     
 
  



Second Reading  For Death a blessing 
     by John O’Donohue  
 

From the moment you were born, 
Your death has walked beside you. 
Though it seldom shows its face, 
You still feel its empty touch 
When fear invades your life, 
Or what you love is lost 
Or inner damage is incurred 
 
Yet when destiny draws you 
In to these spaces of poverty, 
And your heart stays generous 
Until some door opens into the light, 
You are quietly befriending your death; 
So that you will have no need to fear 
When your time comes to turn and leave. 
 
That the silent presence of your death 
Would call your life to attention, 
Wake you up to how scarce your time is 
And to the urgency to become free 
And equal to the call of your destiny. 
 
That you would gather yourself  
And decide carefully 
How you now can live 
The life you would love 
To look back on 
From your deathbed. 

  



Acclamation:   Sometimes Our Only Song Is Weeping 
    Text: Adam M. L. Tice;  
    MUSIC:  North American traditional WAYFARING STRANGER 

 

  



 
Gospel: Matthew 6:1-5, 15-21 
 

Jesus said: 
“Beware of practicing your piety before others to attract their attention; if you do 
this, you will have no reward from your Abba God in heaven. 
When you do acts of charity, for example, don’t have it trumpeted before you; that 
is what hypocrites do in the synagogues and the streets, that they may be praised 
by others.  
The truth is, they’ve already received their reward in full. 
But when you do acts of charity, don’t let your left hand know what your right hand 
is doing; your good deeds must be done in secret, and your Abba God—who sees 
all that is done in secret—will repay you. 
And when you pray, don’t behave like the hypocrites; they love to pray standing up 
in the synagogues and on street corners for people to see them. 
The truth is, they have received their reward in full. 
But when you pray, go to your room, shut the door, and pray to God who is in the 
secret place, and you Abba God—who sees all that is done in secret—will reward 
you. 
And when you fast, don’t look depressed like the hypocrites. 
They deliberately neglect their appearance to let everyone know that they are 
fasting. 
The truth is, they have already received their reward. 
But when you fast, brush your hair and wash your face. 
Don’t let anyone know you’re fasting except your Abba God, who sees all that is 
done in secret. 
And Abba God who sees everything that is done in secret—will reward you. 

 
 
Reflection:  A Lentier Lent than the Lentiest Lent ever Lented! 
 
 
Confession Prayers 
 
 
Imposition of the Masks 
  



Music:   Before the Waters Nourished Earth 
    TEXT: Jannette M. Lindholm; MUSIC: Irish melody ST. COLUMBA 
    Verses 1, 2, & 4 

 
Peace 
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Gather with us!  ONLINE 
Sundays  @ 10:45am 
We are reviving the early Christian 

practice of “Home Church.”

Updated for these challenging times:


Online Worship Videos 
are posted 

Sundays at 10:45am 
www.holycrosslutheran.ca 

Opening ourselves 
to the MYSTERY  

which is God  
who IS LOVE

Creation:  
the Original 
Sanctuary

Season of LENT



  
  

  

Thomas Berry 

Annual  
Congregational 

Meeting
Thursday 

March 18, 2021 
7pm on Zoom

Thomas Berry 

Informational 
Meeting

Thursday 
March 11, 2021 

7pm on Zoom

Progressive in Approach: Christlike in Action!

Gather with us over Zoom 
Wednesdays  @ 10:00am 

beginning Feb. 24th  

Morning Prayer  
followed by conversation about life 


during these challenging times.


Guided by our Worship Team, 

we will begin with music, prayer, and images as we open 
ourselves to the MYSTERY which IS LOVE.  Out of our brief 
Morning Prayer a question will emerge to inspire our conversation.

To register: send an email to holycrosslutheran@rogers.com 
and we shall send you the Zoom link. EVERYONE IS WELCOME!!!

LENT Morning Prayer



 

Make sure you are on our MAILING LIST 
so that we can send you all the Zoom Links 

We want to see your smiling face as often as possible! 
Send an email to: holycrosslutheran@rogers.com  

and we will be sure to send you all our news! 
 
 

OFFERINGS: 
There are several ways to ensure that we are able to continue meeting our commitments. 

 

You can mail in your offerings: 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

1035 Wayne Drive 
Newmarket, On. L3Y 2W9 

 

You can sign up to our Preauthorized Remittance Program PAR 
contact our Treasurer Sharon Smyth who will guide you 

 

You can go to Holy Cross’ CanadaHelps page to donate just follow the link: 
 

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/36983 
 

E-transfer 
You can now transfer funds via email to: 

holy.cross.donations@rogers.com 
 

 


