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Welcome:
Prelude:

Lute-book Lullaby
William Ballet, Geoffrey Shaw (arr.)

Invocation:
The grace of the newborn CHRIST,
the LOVE which is DIVINE MYSTERY,
and the power of the SPIRIT is with us all.
Thanks be to ALL that IS HOLY!
Carol:

Christ Be Our Light verses 1, 2, & 5

Prayer
Longing for light, we look to the Radiant MYSTERY, to allure the
world into the light, so that all people can sing LOVE’s praise with
acts of compassion.
Longing for light, we look to Christ, to illumine us so that we can
reflect that light with our acts of LOVE.
Longing for light, we feel the SPIRIT’s glow in our hearts as we
seek ways to be light for the world.
Let our worship feed the LIGHT which glows within, so that we
might reflect the Glory of the MYSTERY, who is our CREATOR,
CHRIST and SPIRIT ONE. Amen.

Music:

Star of Wonder
WORDS: Jan Aldredge-Clanton; MUSIC: THAXTED Gustave Holst

Reading

John 1:1-9

In the beginning was the WORD; the WORD was in GOD’s presence, and
the WORD was GOD. The WORD was present to GOD from the beginning.
Through the WORD all things came into being, and apart from the WORD
nothing came into being that has come into being. In the WORD was life,
and that life was humanity’s LIGHT—a LIGHT that shines in the darkness,
a LIGHT that the darkness has never overtaken.
Then came one named John, sent as an envoy from GOD who came as a
witness to testify about the LIGHT, so that through his testimony everyone
might believe. He himself wasn’t the LIGHT; he only came to testify about
the LIGHT—the true LIGHT that illumines all humankind. The WORD was
coming into the world—was in the world—and though the world was made
through the WORD, the world did not recognize it.
Reflection:

Herods Aplenty, But the Days Grow Longer
and WISDOM Abounds!

Music:

God of Every New Beginning verses 1, 2 & 3
WORDS: Carl P. Daw Jr., MUSIC: BEACH SPRING, Arr. B.F. White

Prayers:
In the midst of such splendour, our hearts are opened, and our minds can wander, knowing
that we do not pray to some far-off distant sky-god hoping for our wishes to be magically
granted. We pray to the CREATOR of All that IS trusting that in this MYSTERY which we call
God, we live and move and have our being and our prayers are embodied in our lives. ONE
with MYSTERY we are partners in the grand unfolding of Creation and our life itself is pure gift.
How can we not express our gratitude for the boundless blessings which come to each of us?
The sky, the waters, the LIGHT, and the WISDOM which exudes from the gifts of our
CREATOR. Even as our cups overflow with such magnificent blessings, we know that there
are herods out there, turning tempting us to prioritize self-centered greed and hatred over
compassion, generosity, and LOVE. Let us be reminded by all of this splendour, that we are
called by ONE who leads us in the Way of peace through justice. Let us turn our hearts and
minds to the work of LOVE in the world.
As the pandemic continues to inflict suffering and death upon our neighbours, let WISDOM be
a LIGHT onto our path as we do everything we can to keep our neighbours safe from harm, to
tend those in need, and to comfort those who mourn. Let us turn our hearts and minds to the
work of LOVE in the world. During the current lockdown, let us find new ways of reach out
beyond our fear, to safely reach those in need of our companionship. Let our little
congregation continue to be LIGHT in the world. Let us find new ways to deepen our
commitment to LOVE and foster connections with one another, whether we are long time
members of this congregation or new viewers. Let us risk getting to know one another in ways
which empower us all to turn our hearts and minds to the work of LOVE in the world.
Trusting the ONE in whom we live and move and have our being, to work in, with, through, and
beyond us, let us give praise to ALL that IS HOLY as we work together to be LIGHT to the
world, in the name of our LOVER, BELOVED, and LOVE Itself. Amen.

Interpretation of the Prayer attributed to Jesus
LOVER of us all, most HOLY ONE,
help us to respond to you
to create what you want for us here on earth.
Give us today enough for our needs;
forgive our weak and deliberate offences,
just as we forgive others
when they hurt us.
Help us to resist evil
and to do what is good;
for we are yours,
endowed with your power
to make the world whole.
All praise and honor is yours forever. Amen.

Music:

I AM the LIGHT of the World
by Jim Strathdee

Blessing
The good news dear friends, is that between us we have all the WISDOM necessary to outwit
any Herod, whether that Herod be a pandemic or the grief which this pandemic has wrought.
The days are getting longer. Follow the LIGHT where-ever the LIGHT may lead, for there is
WISDOM in the Stars just as surely as there is WISDOM in you. Deep beneath this snow are
the beginnings of new growth. Spring will come. Deep within you lives the SPIRIT of WISDOM.
So, breathe deeply of the LOVE which IS the MYSTERY we call God. Breathe deeply of the
ONE who IS LIGHT and LOVE, and EMANUEL, with us. Breathe deeply of the WISDOM
within and we shall be the LIGHT of the world. We shall be the ones who travel forth in the
name of the ONE who IS, BEYOND the BEYOND and BEYOND that Also, our LOVER,
BELOVED, and LOVE Itself. Amen.

Announcements
Peace
Postlude

The Shepherds’ Farewell
by Hector Berlioz

OFFERINGS:
There are several ways to ensure that we are able to continue meeting our commitments.
You can mail in your offerings:
Holy Cross Lutheran Church
1035 Wayne Drive
Newmarket, On. L3Y 2W9
You can sign up to our Preauthorized Remittance Program PAR
contact our Treasurer Sharon Smyth who will guide you
You can go to Holy Cross’ CanadaHelps page to donate just follow the link:

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/36983

E-transfer
You can now transfer funds via email to:
holy.cross.donations@rogers.com
Season of Epiphany

Gather with us! ONLINE

Sundays @ 10:45am
We are reviving the early Christian
practice of “Home Church.”
updated for these challenging times:

Online Worship Videos
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Opening ourselves
to the MYSTERY
which is God
who IS LOVE

Make sure you are on our MAILING LIST
so that we can send you all the Zoom Links
We want to see your smiling face as often as possible!
Send an email to: holycrosslutheran@rogers.com
and we will be sure to send you all our news!

Brian McLaren’s new book will be
released on Tuesday Jan. 5th – order
your copy so that you can be ready
for our upcoming Adult Education
Study of McLaren’s Book.

