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Welcome:
Prelude:

Air from the Water Music
by George Frideric Handel

Invocation:
The WISDOM of CHRIST
the MYSTERY which is the LOVE we call, “God”
and the power of the SPIRIT
is with you all.
Thanks be to ALL that IS HOLY!

Music:

Song Over the Waters
Words & Music: Bernadette Farrell

Sing the chorus, then verses 1 & 2 and finish with the chorus

Prayer
From the chaos of this life we remember the waters that gave us life as we contemplate the
source of the waters the ONE who is our CREATOR; the ONE beyond our abilities to imagine
or express with words.
So, we remember the refreshing waters that have the power to restore us and we imagine the
touch of our CREATOR gently caressing us.
May that caress wash over us now, so that like Jesus, we too may hear the voice of God
address us with LOVE.
We pray in the name of God’s beloved, Jesus Christ who opened himself to LOVE
and we await the power of the SPIRIT to move in, with, through, and beyond us. Amen.

Music:

Source of Our Being

Gospel

Mark 1:4-11

And so, John the Baptizer appeared in the desert, proclaiming
a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. The whole
Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out
to John and were baptized by him in the Jordan River as they
confessed their sins. John was clothed in camels’ hair and
wore a leather belt around his waist, and he ate nothing but
grasshoppers and wild honey.
In the course of his preaching, John said, ‘One more powerful
than I is to come after me. I am not fit to stoop and untie his
sandal straps. I have baptized you with water, but the One to
come will baptize you in the Holy Spirit.
It was then that Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized in the Jordan River by
John. Immediately upon coming out of the water, Jesus saw the heavens opening and the
Spirit descending on him like a dove.
Then a voice came from the heavens: “You are my Beloved, my Own. On you my favour
rests.”

Reflection:

Resisting Tribalism: The Kin – dom of LOVE

basileia
ton theon
Thomas Berry

KIN - DOM
of

LOVE

baptism
of RESISTANCE!
Thomas Berry

Thomas Berry

Music:

Longing for A Peaceful Day
Text: Jan Aldredge-Clanton; Tune: CLOSER WALK

Sing the Refrain as verse 4

St. Augustine of Hippo:
354-430 C.E. “On the Trinity”

Prayers:
Refreshed by the waters of life, knowing that we do not pray to some far-off distant skygod hoping for our wishes to be magically granted. We pray to the CREATOR of ALL that
IS trusting that in this MYSTERY which we call God, we live and move and have our
being. Our prayers are embodied in our lives. ONE with MYSTERY we are partners in the
grand flow of Creation and our very life itself is pure gift. How can we not express our
gratitude for the boundless blessings which come to each of us? The gentle snowfall, the
waters which flow upon the Earth, and all that lies beneath the frozen Earth preparing to
burst forth in spring, together with the WISDOM which exudes from the gifts of our
CREATOR.
What do you see when you look at the morning sunrise glowing golden, fiery red,
mellowing to orange and yellow? What do you see gazing out on the lake, encrusted with ice?
Beauty, yes. Perhaps a hint of the face of the HOLY ONE. But do you hear the cry of the Earth
laden with toxins, pesticides, groaning with the drilling, the fracking? Let us strive to safeguard
the fragility of our environmental gift. Let us promise to hold this gift with respect and work to
heal our Earth. Let us turn the cry of the suffering Earth to a song of joy.
We have been stunned by the violence witnessed at Washington Capitol this week. Before we
condemn the actions of others, may we examine ourselves, and consider what actions we
would be willing to take in order to defend and protect our own loyalties. May we seek to be
instruments of peace, stirring up LOVE instead of hatred and unity instead of division.
As we remember those who are marginalised or rejected by our society: Indigenous,
racialized, those of different faiths and cultures, renew our desire to dignify every human being
by treating all with respect and compassion. May our words and actions enable others to
recognise themselves as loved and valued members of our society.
This pandemic has exposed much. How we refused to take the years of warnings of this
coming seriously. We thought we would be clever enough to escape it. We humbly open to
your LOVE dear God, that fills everything, including this pandemic. Open us to see your
WISDOM and embrace it.
Being Christlike in action can be exhausting. And when we are under government directives
which prevent us from going anywhere and doing anything our inaction is spiritually
exhausting. My prayer is that the waters that sustain us and make up over sixty percent of our
being, move us to daily rediscover and approach our baptismal covenants in new and
compassionately radical ways, for the sake of love for ourselves, our neighbours, the planet,
and the SOURCE of LIFE, we call God.
Deep within us flows the SPIRIT of WISDOM. Let us return again and again to the fountains of
LOVE which refresh us. Let the WISDOM, of the MYSTERY, which we call God, move us to
be LOVE in the world; LOVE which flows forth in the name of the ONE who IS, BEYOND the
BEYOND and BEYOND that Also, our LOVER, BELOVED, and LOVE Itself. Amen.

Interpretation of the Prayer attributed to Jesus
LOVING PRESENCE, luminous in all creation,
hallowed be your name. Thy kin-dom come.
May we reflect on Earth the yielding perfection of the heavens.
Help us to receive an illumed measure from the Earth this day.
Forgive us when we trespass against others,
human and other than human,
as we forgive others who trespass against us.
Keep us on the path of WISDOM
when we are tempted to take the selfish path.
May it be your rule we follow,
your power we exercise, and your radiance that allures.
May this be the truth that guides our lives,
the ground from which our future will grow,
until we meet again. Amen.
paraphrase by Bruce Sanguin, “Darwin,
Divinity, and the Dance of the Cosmos: An Ecological Christianity

Music:

O HOLY SPIRIT, MYSTERY WITHIN
WORDS: Jan Aldredge-Clanton; MUSIC: William Henry Monk, EVENTIDE

Blessing
In the name of our LOVER, BELOVED, and LOVE ITSELF, refreshed by
the waters to be LOVE in the world, a world which desperately needs lovers
who are willing to resist the powers that be for the sake of kinship. Let us
empower one another to resist the temptation to forget that we are all kin.
Let us proclaim that LOVE is the ULTIMATE AUTORITY, for we have no
king, no caesar, no lord, but the ONE who IS our LOVER, BELOVED and
LOVE ITSELF. Amen.

Announcements
Peace
Postlude

Sérénade sur l'eau,
by Jacques Ibert

Season of Epiphany
Seeking WISDOM

Sundays online: 10:45am
www.holycrosslutheran.ca

OFFERINGS:
There are several ways to ensure that we are able to continue meeting our commitments.
You can mail in your offerings:
Holy Cross Lutheran Church
1035 Wayne Drive
Newmarket, On. L3Y 2W9
You can sign up to our Preauthorized Remittance Program PAR
contact our Treasurer Sharon Smyth who will guide you
You can go to Holy Cross’ CanadaHelps page to donate just follow the link:

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/36983

E-transfer
You can now transfer funds via email to:
holy.cross.donations@rogers.com
Season of Epiphany

Gather with us! ONLINE

Sundays @ 10:45am
We are reviving the early Christian
practice of “Home Church.”
updated for these challenging times:

Online Worship Videos
are posted
Sundays at 10:45am
www.holycrosslutheran.ca
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Opening ourselves
to the MYSTERY
which is God
who IS LOVE

Make sure you are on our MAILING LIST
so that we can send you all the Zoom Links
We want to see your smiling face as often as possible!
Send an email to: holycrosslutheran@rogers.com
and we will be sure to send you all our news!

Brian McLaren’s new book has been
released. However, due to cross-border
shipping difficulties – delivery times are
proving lengthy. So, we will delay
beginning this study until February.
In the meantime, order your copy so that
you can be ready for our upcoming Study
of McLaren’s Book.
It is available as an audiobook and
electronically from Amazon.

