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Welcome:

Our thanks to Bishop Michael Pryse
and the Assistants to the Bishop for
providing todays reflection.

Prelude:

Pastoral Symphony from Handel’s Messiah
by Fredrik Handel

Carol:

‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime

Prayer
The Surprising MYSTERY which lies at the core of all that is, comes to us in the guise of a
babe in arms offering LOVE. We pray that we might be wise enough to recognize this Mystery
that is LOVE, and strong enough to embrace this LOVE as our God, so that together all can
grow in LOVE. May God who is LOVE nurture the child in us so that we can reach beyond
our fears and be Christ’s to one another and to the world.
Let our lives reflect LOVE’s glory as we strive to serve the Christ child, who with our Creator,
and Spirit lives as ONE in, with, through, and beyond us, now and forever. Amen.

Reading:

Luke 2:22-40

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, Mary and
Joseph brought Jesus up to Jerusalem to present him to God; as it is written in
God’s law: “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to God.”, and they
offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in God’s law, “a pair of turtledoves
or two young pigeons.” Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was
Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of
Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy
Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen God’s Messiah.
Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought
in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took
the child in his arms and praised God, saying,
“Sovereign God, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your
word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the
presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your
people Israel.”
And Jesus’ father and mother were amazed at what was being said about their
child. Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, Jesus’ mother, “This child is
destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be
opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will
pierce your own soul too.”
There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher.
She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her
marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four.She never left the temple but
worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day.
At that moment she came and began to praise God and to speak about the child
to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. When they had finished
everything required by the law of God, they returned to Galilee, to their own town
of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favour
of God was upon him.

Reading Reflection:

All the Colors of Christmas
by Matthew Paul Turner
Read by Bishop Michal Pryse and the Assistants to the Bishop:
Rev. Christie Morrow-Wolfe, Rev. Douglas Reble, Rev. Adam Snook.

Carol:

Starchild

Blessing
Once again this Christmas!
LOVE is born in you!
You are part of the story.
Christmas is you!
May the LOVE which is God,
work in, with, through and beyond you
to heal the world!
In you our
LOVER, BELOVED and LOVE ITSELF
dwells, now and always!
Amen.
Carol:

Hidden CHRIST, Alive For Ever
TUNE: HYMN TO JOY (ELW #836)
WORDS: Brian Wren

Hidden Christ, alive for ever,
Savior, Servant, Friend and Lord,
year by year, unseen, you offer
life undying, love outpoured.
Day by day, you walk among us,
known and honored, or concealed,
freeing, chiding, leading, guiding,
till your glory is revealed.
Endless orbits by our planet
spinning round its speeding star
cannot trace creation’s secret:
why we live, and whose we are.
Jesus, you alone uncover
nature’s rhythm, reason, rhyme,
so your birthday is our center:
hinge of history and time.
Who can tell, through earthly eons,
all your loving power has done,
changing hearts and shaping nations,
seeking all, rejecting none?
Speeches fail, but songs soar higher,
tracing how, in every place,
twice ten hundred years have numbered
countless works of boundless grace!

Christ our hope, alive among us,
take our love, our work, our prayer.
We will trust and tell your purpose,
braving evil and despair;
in your name befriending, mending,
making peace and setting free,
showing, giving and acclaiming
signs of joy and jubilee.
Postlude

Lullaby by Marney Curran

OFFERINGS:
There are several ways to ensure that we are able to continue meeting our commitments.
You can mail in your offerings:
Holy Cross Lutheran Church
1035 Wayne Drive
Newmarket, On. L3Y 2W9
You can sign up to our Preauthorized Remittance Program PAR
contact our Treasurer Sharon Smyth who will guide you
You can go to Holy Cross’ CanadaHelps page to donate just follow the link:

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/36983

E-transfer
You can now transfer funds via email to:
holy.cross.donations@rogers.com

Christmas Worship

Holy Cross Lutheran Church
Celebrate the Christmas Season @

www.holycrosslutheran.ca
Explore LOVE Stories for Christmas
Worship Videos posted on Sundays

The Christmas Season
lasts for 12 Days!

Make sure you are on our MAILING LIST
so that we can send you all the Zoom Links
We want to see your smiling face as often as possible!
Send an email to: holycrosslutheran@rogers.com
and we will be sure to send you all our news!

LOVE Stories
for

Advent & Christmas
The LOVE which is the DIVIVE MYSTERY we call “GOD,”
finds expression in, with, through, and beyond us.
Christmas, the most storied time of the year, is itself the
story of the birth of LOVE in our midst. Christmas LOVE
stories reveal the truth that LOVE is always being born
among us. Join us as we explore LOVE’s birthing season
in stories of LOVE, and you will see that LOVE is always
about to be born in, with, through, and beyond you.

Videos posted to:

www.holycrosslutheran.ca
Tuesdays & Thursdays
“The shortest distance between humanity and the truth is a story.” - Anthony de Mello

