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Welcome:
Prelude:

O Magnum Mysterium
by Francis Poulenc

Invocation
Life abounds upon Earth! Not even a pandemic can stop us from rejoicing
as we enter sacred time, time suspended, when history surrenders to
MYSTERY, and we are embraced into a LOVE story!
For LOVE, the universe burst into being. For LOVE, the galaxies shine
lights strung upon a Christmas cosmos. For LOVE, supernovas make
sacrifice and our sun pours itself out in the service of life.
For LOVE, the march of life on Earth makes its exuberant procession—now
present in lowing cattle, in a single shining star, in shepherds and angels,
and in proud parents—to a Bethlehem stable.
During this sacred day, the cosmos shines through us as we take our place
on the stage of sacred MYSTERY to celebrate the point of it all—that LOVE
lives in us. This is the MYSTERY we celebrate in this Christmas birth, that
LOVE has come to dwell with us!
Glory to the HOLY ONE, and on Earth, peace, good will to all.

Carol:

It Came Upon a Midnight Clear verses 1, 2, & 3

Prayer of the Day:
Here we are, immersed in the perils of a pandemic, peering from the darkness at the
light which shines in the distance, our hearts and minds are filled with expectation. We
long for the MYSTERY which is LOVE to break into our lives to let us see DIVINE
splendour. That LOVE should come to us in such humility, dressed in a baby astounds
us.
Once again let us rejoice at the sacred in the ordinary stuff of life.
Let us open our hearts to receive the CHRIST who comes to us in the guise of a poor
peasant child.
Let us open ourselves to see the CHRIST born in each of us on this holy day. Let us
worship the CHRIST child, whose birth changes everything, so that LOVE can be born
in, us, through us, with us, and beyond us, now and always, Amen.

Carol:

Angels We Have Heard on High Verses 1 & 2

Reading:

John 1:1-14

In the beginning was the WORD; the WORD was in GOD’s presence, and the
WORD was GOD. The WORD was present to GOD from the beginning.
Through the WORD all things came into being, and apart from the WORD
nothing came into being that has come into being. In the WORD was life, and
that life was humanity’s light—a LIGHT that shines in the darkness, a LIGHT
that the darkness has never overtaken.
Then came one named John, sent as an envoy from GOD who came as a
witness to testify about the LIGHT, so that through his testimony everyone
might believe.
He himself wasn’t the LIGHT; he only came to testify about the LIGHT—the true
LIGHT that illumines all humankind. The WORD was coming into the world—
was in the world—and though the world was made through the WORD, the
world did not recognize it. Though the WORD came to its own realm, the
WORD’s own people didn’t accept it. Yet any who did accept the WORD, who
believed in that NAME, were empowered to become children of GOD—children
born not of natural descent, nor urge of flesh nor human will—but born of GOD.
And the WORD became flesh and stayed for a little while among us; we saw the
WORD’s glory—the favour and position a parent gives an only child—filled with
grace, filled with truth.

Christ is born again,
and again, and again….

On this Holy Night,
May Christ be born in You!

Carol:

Carol:

Dream a Dream

Reading:

Galatians 4:4-7

When the designated time had come, God sent forth the Christ—born of a
woman, born under the Law—to deliver from the Law those who were
subjected to it, so that we might receive our status as adopted heirs.
The proof that you are children of God is the fact that God has sent forth
into our hearts the Spirit of the Child who calls out “Abba!”
You are no longer slaves, but daughters and sons!
And if you are daughters and sons, you are also heirs, by God’s design.
Acclamation:

Infant Holy

Gospel:

Luke 2:1-20

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world
should be registered.
This the first registration took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.
All went to their own towns to be registered.
Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family
of David.
He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was
expecting a child.
While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.
And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth and
laid him in a manger because there was no room form them in the inn.
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their
flock by night.
The angel of God stood before them, and the glory of the God shone around
them, and they were terrified.
But the angel said to them, “do not be afraid; for see- - I am bringing you good
news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a
Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord.
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and
lying in a manger.”
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising
God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom
God favours!”
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven the shepherds said to one
another,
“Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the
Lord has made known to us.”
So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the
manger.
When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child;
and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.
But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and
seen, as it had been told them.
Sermon:

The COVID-Grinch Cannot Steal Christmas!

When The Child Is At The Center
Song of the Day:
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When the Child is at the Centre

Joyous Light

Words: William L. Wallace; Music: Marty Haugen
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The Child born in us is our
spiritual potential. Christmas is a
celebration of our spiritual birth,
the birth of the child that is in us
all; the child in us that is created
to be LOVE in the world.
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Prayers of the People

Response:

You are invited to join in the response to each petition
with the words:
LOVE be born in us today!

Wherever we pause to celebrate LOVE’s birth, let the story of Jesus’ birth inspire
us to rejoice and give thanks to the HOLY ONE for the many blessings our lives
bring to the world. For life, your life, every life is a gift in which LOVE may be
born over and over again.
Response LOVE be born in us today!
The ONE who is the SOURCE of ALL BEING, breaks the yoke of our selfcenteredness through the birth of a child, born in poverty. May the knowledge of
Jesus’ birth bring comfort to the poor and disturb the wealthy so that all may
know the power of LOVE to inspire a hunger for justice, the justice which creates
peace among nations.
Response LOVE be born in us today!
Mindful that so many are grieving during these days of celebration, let us reach
out however we are able to those who have lost loved ones, those who are ill,
those who are alone, and to those who are fearful of what may lie ahead in the
days and weeks to come. Let LOVE’s birth among us inspire in us the kind of
compassion which moves us to outrageous acts of kindness.
Response LOVE be born in us today!
Let the Good News of Jesus’ birth open us to the wonder and the majesty of the
MYSTERY which we call “God,” so that we can see beyond our hunger for the
way things where in the sentimental haze of our rememberings. Let us dream
new dreams, dreams worthy of the magnificent Creation in which we thrive.
Response LOVE be born in us today!
May our celebrations open us to the tender embrace of the MYSTERY which
offers us all the opportunity to live lives full of the wonder of the shepherds and
the reverence of the angels. Let us see the LOVE which embodies our
neighbours in ways we may fail to recognize unless we pause to remember
LOVE’s unlikely presence in us.
Response LOVE be born in us today!
Let us celebrate CHRIST’s birth among us in song and celebration for we are
richly blessed; blessed by the gift of life so that we might embody the LOVE
which is born in us today.
Response Alleluia! LOVE is born in us today! Alleluia! Amen.

Jesus Prayer – sung to Away in A Manger
Our Maker in heaven, all praise to your name!
Your Realm among us, your will done the same
By mortals and angels. Most High reign alone:
Oh, hear us and bless us from heaven’s high throne.
The bread that we yearn for provide us each day.
As we forgive others, our sins take away.
In time of temptation to lead us be near.
From evil deliver your children most dear.
For yours the Dominion, o’er all things you reign.
And yours is the power; all things you maintain.
To you be the glory, resounding again
From all of creation, forever! Amen.
Peace:
The peace of the MYSTERY that is LOVE, is with you all.

Thanks be to ALL that IS HOLY!
Members and Friends of Holy Cross share the Peace.
Candle-lighting
The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness shall not overcome it.
We who have dwelt in the land of deep darkness,
on us light has shone.
For unto us a child is born, CHRIST is born anew!
CHRIST is LOVE born in us! Alleluia! Amen.

Carol:

Silent Night

Silent night, holy night!
All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child,
Holy infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace.
Sleep in heavenly peace.

Stille Nacht, Heil'ge Nacht!
Alles schläft, einsam wacht
Nur das traute, hoch heilige Paar.
Holder knabe’ im lolkigen Haar.
Schlafe in himmilischer Ruh.
Schlafe in himmilischer Ruh.

Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight:
Glories stream from heaven afar,
Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia!
Christ the Savior is born!
Christ, the Savior is born!

Stille Nacht, Heil'ge Nacht!
Hirten erst kundgemacht,
Durch der Engel Halleluja
Tönt es laut von Ferne und Nah:
Christ, der Retter ist da!
Christ, der Retter ist da!

Silent night, holy night!
Son of God, loves pure light
Radiant beams from your holy face,

Stille Nacht, Heilige Nacht!
Gottes Sohn, o wie lacht
Lieb’ aus deinem göttlichen Mund,

with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at your birth,
Jesus, Lord, at your birth.

Da uns schlägt die rettende Stund’,
Christ, in deiner Geburt.
Christ, in deiner Geburt.

Blessing:
On this Holy Day
LOVE is born in you!
May you be filled
with the wonder of Mary,
the obedience of Joseph,
the joy of the angels,
the eagerness of the shepherds,
the determination of the magi,
and the peace of the CHRIST child.
Filled with the LOVE which IS DIVINITY, ✞
the compassion of CHRIST,
and the power of the SPIRIT,
go forth to bring peace on Earth
and good will to all.
Fairy Lake, Newmarket

OFFERINGS:
There are several ways to ensure that we are able to continue meeting our commitments.
You can mail in your offerings:
Holy Cross Lutheran Church
1035 Wayne Drive
Newmarket, On. L3Y 2W9
You can sign up to our Preauthorized Remittance Program PAR
contact our Treasurer Sharon Smyth who will guide you
You can go to Holy Cross’ CanadaHelps page to donate just follow the link:

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/36983

E-transfer
You can now transfer funds via email to:
holy.cross.donations@rogers.com

Christmas Worship

Holy Cross Lutheran Church
Celebrate the Christmas Season @

www.holycrosslutheran.ca
Explore LOVE Stories for Christmas
Worship Videos posted on Sundays

The Christmas Season
lasts for 12 Days!

Make sure you are on our MAILING LIST
so that we can send you all the Zoom Links
We want to see your smiling face as often as possible!
Send an email to: holycrosslutheran@rogers.com
and we will be sure to send you all our news!

LOVE Stories
for

Advent & Christmas
The LOVE which is the DIVIVE MYSTERY we call “GOD,”
finds expression in, with, through, and beyond us.
Christmas, the most storied time of the year, is itself the
story of the birth of LOVE in our midst. Christmas LOVE
stories reveal the truth that LOVE is always being born
among us. Join us as we explore LOVE’s birthing season
in stories of LOVE, and you will see that LOVE is always
about to be born in, with, through, and beyond you.

Videos posted to:

www.holycrosslutheran.ca
Tuesdays & Thursdays
“The shortest distance between humanity and the truth is a story.” - Anthony de Mello

