WORSHIP:
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Holy Cross Lutheran Church

Progressive In Approach:Christlike In Action!
December 20th, 2020

Gestating in MYSTERY: Expecting
LOVE’s Birth in YOU!

Pastor Dawn

Hutchings, Musician: Marney
Curran
Thomas Berry

Worship Team: Marney Curran, Eric Schultz, Andrew Slonetsky,
Petra Vollmerhausen, Sharon Willan, Jane Winstanley

Music printed under
LiscenSing #1975

Welcome:
Lighting the Advent Wreath:

Reflection on Candles

There is something about a candle.
There is something primal about fire.
There is mystery in the flame’s ability
to ignite a spark within us
and link us to worlds beyond ourselves.
There is something about a candle.
Flickering light. Rippling light.
Healing light. Holy light.
Sometimes the only comfort we know
is a candle in the wind.
Winter, Miriam Therese. Paradoxology: Spirituality in a Quantum Universe (p. 120). Orbis Books

Prelude:

Imminence I
by Marney Curran

Invocation
As always, we worship as we live, in the midst of
the ONE who IS, and who WAS, and who IS to come,
U our CREATOR, CHRIST and SPIRIT, ONE. Amen.

Call to Worship
What good is it to me if Mary gave birth to CHRIST twenty centuries ago and I don’t give birth
to CHRIST in my person and my culture and my times.
So, let us prepare room in our lives to bear CHRIST to the world!
In the myths which sustain us, a young woman had the courage to say, “Yes..”
So, let us prepare ourselves to say, “Yes” to the plaintive cries we hear all around us.
In the myths which sustain us, we hear the echoes of peoples longing for LOVE.
So, let us prepare ourselves to join our voices to the cries for peace on Earth.
In the myths which sustain us, angels sang their glorious praise.
So, let us lend our voices to the celestial anticipation of LOVE’s appearing.
Thanks be to All that IS HOLY for the hope which thrives even in darkness!
Thanks be to the ONE who years to be born in us, our LOVER, BELOVED, and LOVE Itself.
Amen.

Music:

Christmas IS
Words: William L. Wallace; MUSIC: Richard Madden

Prayer of the Day:
Let us continue in prayer:
The glory of the MYSTERY which IS the LOVE we call, “God,” is
revealed in many miraculous ways, none more wonderous than the
birth of a child.
Let us prepare our hearts and minds for LOVE’s birth, wherever and
whenever it comes.
In each and every child the stuff of the DIVINE is embodied.
In each and every person the HOLY ONE creates possibilities for
LOVE to thrive in the world.
Let us prepare ourselves to give birth to this LOVE which is
BEYOND, the BEYOND and BEYOND that also, and yet, as close
and intimate as the breath which breathes in, with, through, and all
around us.
Let us create room for this LOVE in the world.
Let the joy of this LOVE be born in us each and every day.
We pray in the name of the ONE who IS our LOVER, BELOVED, and
LOVE Itself. Amen.

Music:

Unexpected and Mysterious
Words: Jeannett M. Lindholm; Music: JEFFERSON, D.W. Walker

Reading:

Luke 1:26-38

….. the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a young
woman named Mary; se was engaged to a man named Joseph, of the house of David.
Upon arriving, the angel said to Mary: “Rejoice, highly favoured one! God is with you!
Blessed are you among women!”
Mary was deeply troubled by these words and wondered what the angel’s greeting meant.
The angel went on to say to her, “Don’t be afraid, Mary. You have found favour with God.
You’ll conceive and bear a son, and give him the name Jesus—‘Deliverance.” His dignity will
be great, and he will be called the Only Begotten of God. God will give Jesus the judgment
seat of David, his ancestor, to rule over the house of Jacob forever, and his reign will never
end.”
Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I have never been with a man?”
The angel answered her, “The Holy spirit will come upon you, and the power of the MOST
HIGH will overshadow you-hence the offspring to be born will be called the HOLY ONE of
God. Know too that Elizabeth, your kinswoman, has conceived a child in her old age; she who
was thought to be infertile is now in her six month. Nothing is impossible with God.
Mary said, “I am the servant of God. Let it be done to me as you say.” With that, the angel left
her.

Music:

God Was In Christ verses 1, 2, & 5

Reading:

Luke 1:39-45

Within a few days Mary set out and hurried to the hill country to a town of Judah, where she
entered Zechariah’s house and greeted Elizabeth.
As soon as Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb and Elizabeth was
filled with the Holy Spirit.
In a loud voice she exclaimed,
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of
your womb!”
“But why am I so favoured, that the mother of the Messiah would come to me?
The moment your greeting reached my ears, the child in my womb leaped for joy.
Blessed is she who believed that what our God said to her would be accomplished.”

Music:

Gospel:

My Soul Magnifies You O God

Luke 1:45-56

Mary said: “My soul proclaims your greatness, O God, and my spirit rejoices in you, my
Saviour. For you have looked with favour upon your lowly servant, and from this day forward
all generations will call me blessed. For you, the Almighty, have done great things for me, and
holy is your Name. Your mercy reaches from age to age for those who fear you. You have
shown strength with your arm; you have scattered the proud in their conceit; you have
deposed the mighty from their thrones and raised the lowly to high places. You have filled the
hungry with good things, while you have sent the rich away empty. You have come to the aid
of Israel your servant mindful of your mercy—the promise you made to our ancestors—to
Sarah and Abraham and their descendants forever.”
Mary stayed with Elizabeth about three months and then returned home.

Sermon:

Jesus’ Birth Story: A Radical, Subversive Parable

Song of the Day:

No Obvious Angels

WORDS: Shirley Erena Murray; MUSIC: Carlton R. Young

Prayers:

You are invited to respond to each petition with the words:
ONE in CHRIST, let us give birth to LOVE in the world.

Wherever we are, we pray together trusting that we are ONE in the presence of MYSTERY.
Remembering that we are be-LOVED children of a gracious CREATOR, let us open
ourselves to the LOVE in which we live, and move, and have our being, trusting the SPIRIT
to breathe in, with, through, and beyond us, empowering us to give birth to LOVE in the
world.
Response: ONE in CHRIST, let us give birth to LOVE in the world.
Joy abounds, thanks to the handiwork of our CREATOR, who placed the stars in the
heavens, light in our eyes, and wonder in our minds. Let us rejoice and be glad in the
blessings which continue to astound us. Let our hearts swell with gratitude as we
contemplate the miracles all around us. Let these blessings, too numerous to count, nourish
the LOVE waiting to burst forth from us.
Response: ONE in CHRIST, let us give birth to LOVE in the world.
The HOLY ONE has done great things, all that we are, and all that we have, is a gift of the
LOVE which is the SOURCE of our Being. We have everything we need to work together to
create Peace on Earth and exude Good Will to All. Let us set the poor and the oppressed
free from their suffering. Let us turn away from greed and arrogance and walk humbly with
our God, who lives and moves, in, with, through and beyond, even the least among us.
Response: ONE in CHRIST, let us give birth to LOVE in the world.
The myths which sustain us, speak of a star which guided the wise once to the birth of
LOVE. Let us work together to ensure that our little congregation beams light into the world.
Let each one of us do what we are able to ensure that all our neighbours know that we are
CHRIST’s by our LOVE.
Response: ONE in CHRIST, let us give birth to LOVE in the world.
The myths which sustain us, reveal a Mother’s passion for justice. Let compassion stir us to
become passionate justice seekers, so that LOVE may be born in peace. Let us do our very
best to care for all those in need. Let us call upon all our leaders to work for justice for the
poor, mercy for the captives, vaccines not just for the powerful, but also for the powerless.
Let Mary’s passion for Jesus stir us up, with the power of LOVE to make all things new.
Response: ONE in CHRIST, let us give birth to LOVE in the world.
As we hunker down in our homes to make our preparations, let us not forget those who are
alone, those who are grieving, those who are ill, and those who are tormented. Let us
remember the many ways those who have loved us, made our Christmases that much more
joyful and let us honour those memories by reaching out however we are able to bring what
joy we can to as many people as we can.
Response: ONE in CHRIST, let us give birth to LOVE in the world.
Our hope lies in the promise of CHRIST’s being born in, with, through, and beyond us.
Our hope is realized in the ONE who IS BEYOND, the BEYOND and BEYOND that
also, our CREATOR, CHRIST, and SPIRIT, ONE, Amen.

Jesus’ Prayer
Loving Presence, luminous in all Creation,
hallowed be your name.
Thy kin-dom come.
May we reflect on Earth the yielding perfection of the heavens.
Help us to receive an illumed measure from the Earth this day.
Forgive us when we trespass against others,
human and other than human,
as we forgive others who trespass against us.
Keep us on the path of WISDOM
when we are tempted to take the selfish path.
May it be your rule we follow,
your power we exercise, and your radiance which allures.
May this be the truth which guides our lives,
the ground from which our future will grow,
until we meet again. Amen.

Blessing:
Let the dream of Jesus be born right here and right now, in you.
Let it be said of you that you lived this dream; the dream of the Reign of God,
a dream where justice leads to peace, a dream where LOVE conquers all.
A dream where joy is found in the LOVE we share to warm the darkness.
May the LOVE which is DIVINE be born in, with, through and beyond you.
Let it be said of you that you, that you too are a Child of God, a Princess, or a
Prince of Peace, a Mighty Councillor, Emmanuel, God with us.
BE Joy to the world!
The LOVE of the ONE who IS, BEYOND, the BEYOND, and BEYOND that
Also, is yours, now and forever. Amen!
Announcements

Christmas Worship Video – Dec. 24 by 5pm
see below for details

Closing Hymn:

Holy Child Within the Manger
by Marty Haugen

Postlude

Imminence II, DIVIMRI
by Marney Curran

Christmas Worship Online
www.holycrosslutheran.ca

Holy Cross is an inclusive community which is:
Progressive in approach: Christlike in action!
Our Christmas Worship Video will be posted
at 5pm on Christmas Eve so that you can
worship anytime during your celebration of
Christmas. Stay home and stay safe!
Peace on Earth, Good Will to All!

The COVID-Grinch
Cannot Steal Christmas!
!

The$Incarna*on$
accomplished$the$following:$

That$God$became$human$
and$that$humans$became$
God$and$sharers$in$the$
divine$nature.
$$
!

Thomas$Aquinas$$(1225B1274)!

LOVE Stories
for

Advent & Christmas
The LOVE which is the DIVIVE MYSTERY we call “GOD,”
finds expression in, with, through, and beyond us.
Christmas, the most storied time of the year, is itself the
story of the birth of LOVE in our midst. Christmas LOVE
stories reveal the truth that LOVE is always being born
among us. Join us as we explore LOVE’s birthing season
in stories of LOVE, and you will see that LOVE is always
about to be born in, with, through, and beyond you.

Videos posted to:

www.holycrosslutheran.ca
Tuesdays & Thursdays
“The shortest distance between humanity and the truth is a story.” - Anthony de Mello

Make sure you are on our MAILING LIST
so that we can send you all the Zoom Links
We want to see your smiling face as often as possible!
Send an email to: holycrosslutheran@rogers.com
and we will be sure to send you all our news!

OFFERINGS:
There are several ways to ensure that we are able to continue meeting our commitments.
You can mail in your offerings:
Holy Cross Lutheran Church
1035 Wayne Drive
Newmarket, On. L3Y 2W9
You can sign up to our Preauthorized Remittance Program PAR
contact our Treasurer Sharon Smyth who will guide you
You can go to Holy Cross’ CanadaHelps page to donate just follow the link:

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/36983

E-transfer
You can now transfer funds via email to:
holy.cross.donations@rogers.com

Christmas Worship Online
www.holycrosslutheran.ca

Holy Cross is an inclusive community which is:
Progressive in approach: Christlike in action!
Our Christmas Worship Video will be posted
at 5pm on Christmas Eve so that you can
worship anytime during your celebration of
Christmas. Stay home and stay safe!
Peace on Earth, Good Will to All!

The COVID-Grinch
Cannot Steal Christmas!

FINANCIAL SUMMARY JAN. to OCT. 2020
Accessibility Fund:
Financial Report - General Fund January - October 31, 2020
Jan-Oct.
BUDGET

Jan-Oct.
NCOME
ACTUAL
Regular Sunday Oﬀerings
$72,134.84
BLOG Participants
$5,000
Total OFFERINGS
$77,134.84
$108,195.97
Solar Panel Income
$7,500.00
$6,918.05
Fundraising
$1,666.66
$0.00
Gifts
$416.66
$0.00
There are several ways to ensure that we are able to continue meeting our commitments.
Interest
$0.00
$47.01
You can mail in your offerings:
Non-Budgeted Expenses Holy Cross Lutheran Church $833.34
$0.00

I

OFFERINGS:
1035 Wayne Drive

$1,886.38
Budgeted Expense
Newmarket, On. L3Y 2W9 $833.34
Budgeted Exp.
Government
Subsidy
You can
sign up to our
Preauthorized Remittance Program PAR$12,831.81
our Treasurer
Sharon Smyth who will
guide you
Totalcontact
Budgeted
Expenses
$14,718.19
$583.35
Rentals:
Church
$540.00
You
can go toFacility
Holy Cross’ CanadaHelps page to$1,250.00
donate just follow the link:
Rental: Armitage Daycare
$10,750.00
$10,750.00
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/36983
Movie Nights/Matinees
$2,500.00
$608.81
Miscellaneous Income: LWF
$0.00
$0.00
Sub-Total General Fund
$110,716.90
$133,695.98
2019 Surplus Carried forward
$827.05
$827.05
TOTAL INCOME
$134,773.02
$111,543.95
Designated: LWF
$50.00

E-transfer

You can now transfer funds via email to:
holy.cross.donations@rogers.com

TOTAL EXPENSES to Oct. 31, 2020
NET LOSS as of Oct. 31, 2020

$134,772.98

$112,965.94
-$1,421.99

A payment of $12,500.00 is due by the end of this year.
Thanks to our very generous members, we have raised $10,800.00. Which
means that we need to raise an additional $1,700.00 in order to make this
payment.
THANK-YOU to EVERYONE who has generously given during these
challenging times!

