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Welcome:
Lighting the Advent Wreath:

Reflection on Candles

There is something about a candle.
A burning passion to never give up
but to live life regardless.
When feeling overwhelmed with grief or regret,
when restless or afraid,
let a candle’s illumination
touch your turbulent heart.
There is something about a candle.
Flickering light. Rippling light.
Healing light. Holy light.
Winter, Miriam Therese. Paradoxology: Spirituality in a Quantum Universe (p. 120). Orbis Books

Prelude:

Anticipation I
by Marney Curran

Invocation
As always, we worship as we live, in the midst of
the ONE who IS, and who WAS, and who IS to come,
U our CREATOR, CHRIST and SPIRIT, ONE. Amen.

Call to Worship
What good is it to me if Mary gave birth to CHRIST twenty centuries ago and I don’t give birth
to CHRIST in my person and my culture and my times.
So, let us prepare room in our lives to bear CHRIST to the world!
In the myths which sustain us, a young woman had the courage to say, “Yes..”
So, let us prepare ourselves to say, “Yes” to the plaintive cries we hear all around us.
In the myths which sustain us, we hear the echoes of peoples longing for LOVE.
So, let us prepare ourselves to join our voices to the cries for peace on Earth.
In the myths which sustain us, angels sang their glorious praise.
So, let us lend our voices to the celestial anticipation of LOVE’s appearing.
Thanks be to All that IS HOLY for the hope which thrives even in darkness!
Thanks be to the ONE who years to be born in us, our LOVER, BELOVED, and LOVE Itself.
Amen.

Music:

Midwife DIVINE Now Calls Us
Words: Psalm 22, adapted by Jan Aldredge-Clanton
Music: Geistliche Kirchengesang, Harm. by Michael Praetorious
ES IST EIN ROS’ Irregular

Prayer of the Day:
Let us continue in prayer:
Peering into the darkness of the world’s misery, we seek the
WISDOM of the HOLY ONE, so that we can nurture the LOVE the
world hungers for.
Let us prepare for the birth of the LOVE gestating in, with, through
and all around us.
As we wait, let us not settle for meagre mangers to receive LOVE,
but open our hearts and minds, so that in us LOVE will find a home
in which to grow and to thrive.
Let the SPIRIT who dwells among us stir us, move us, and open us
to the cries of our neighbours.
Let the power of CHRIST move us beyond sentiment to action.
Let the LOVE which is DIVINE work through us to create justice so
that, “Peace on Earth” becomes more than a holiday greeting.
Let us give birth to LOVE soon, so that all may know joy.
We pray trusting the ONE who IS our CREATOR, CHRIST and
SPIRIT to do great things in, with, through, and beyond us. Now and
always. Amen.

Music:

Choose Hope
Music & Words by Marty Haugen

Reading:

from Meditations with Meister Eckhart (1260-1328
God will be born in the just person
just as the just person is born into God.
For the just person,
to act justly is to live;
justice is her life:
her being alive,
her being
to the very extent that she is just
In God,
action and being
are one.

Music:

Prepare Ye the Way

Gospel:

John 1:6-8, 19-28

Then came one named John, sent as an envoy from God, who came as a witness to testify
about the Light, so that through his testimony everyone might believe. He himself was not the
Light; he only came to testify about the light—the true Light that illumines all humankind.
Now the Temple authorities sent emissaries from Jerusalem—priests and Levites—to talk to
John. “Who are you?” they asked.
This is John’s testimony: he didn’t refuse to answer, but freely admitted, “I am not the
Messiah.”
“Who are you then?” they asked. “Elijah?”
“No, I am not,” he answered.
“Are you the Prophet?”
“No,” he replied.
Finally, they said to him, “Who are you? Give us an answer to take back to those who sent us.
What do you have to say for yourself?”
John said, “I am, as Isaiah prophesied, the voice of someone crying out in the wilderness,
‘Make straight our God’s road!”
The emissaries were members of the Pharisee sect. They questioned him further: “If you’re not
the Messiah or Elijah or the Prophet, then why are you baptizing people?”
John said, “I baptize with water because among you stands someone whom your don’t
recognize—the One who is to come after me—the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy even
to untie.”
This occurred in Bethany, across the Jordan River, where John was baptizing.

Sermon:

Make Room for LOVE To BE Born Here and NOW!

Song of the Day:

Let There BE Peace On Earth

Prayers:

You are invited to respond to each petition with the words:
ONE in CHRIST, let us give birth to LOVE in the world.

Wherever we are, we pray together trusting that we are ONE in the presence of MYSTERY.
Remembering that we are be-LOVED children of a gracious CREATOR, let us open ourselves
to the LOVE in which we live, and move, and have our being, trusting the SPIRIT to breathe in,
with, through, and beyond us, empowering us to give birth to LOVE in the world.
Response: ONE in CHRIST, let us give birth to LOVE in the world.
Generations of longing for a saviour to make it all better, has not brought peace to the
nations. Let us shun the pride of the mighty ones who deny humanity’s power to care for
the least among us. Let the cries of our neighbours stir us from complacency and move
us into becoming champions of the poor, healers of the sick, heralders for justice, and
seekers of peace.
Response: ONE in CHRIST, let us give birth to LOVE in the world.
As glad tidings of vaccines fill the media, let us remember the privilege we wear like crowns,
does not adorn all those who are suffering. Let us look beyond our privilege and do what we
can to encourage, cajole, and demand that our leaders ensure that the least among us will
also have access to vaccines, medicines, treatments, and financial aid, so that people
everywhere can begin to heal from the ravages of this pandemic.
Response: ONE in CHRIST, let us give birth to LOVE in the world.
As a weary world focuses on the desire to celebrate Christmas and ring in a New Year, let us
not forget the travesties perpetrated on the powerless this year. Let us seek WISDOM, which
nurtures LOVE, to empower us to mend what is broken and walk away from those things
which destroy what is good.
Response: ONE in CHRIST, let us give birth to LOVE in the world.
As fear of the unknown threatens to make us selfish, let us remember the LOVE of which we
are made, so that we might discover the courage we need to take risks for the sake of peace.
Response: ONE in CHRIST, let us give birth to LOVE in the world.
As loneliness and grief threaten to overwhelm us during this locked-down season, let us
remember the many blessings we take for granted, so that we can find ways to reach out to
one another to find joy.
Response: ONE in CHRIST, let us give birth to LOVE in the world.
As each day brings us closer to Christmas, let us remember to pause and open ourselves to
the ONE in whom we live and move and have our being, so that we might find strength to be
all that we are created to be.
Our hope lies in the promise of CHRIST’s being born in, with, through, and beyond us.
Our hope is realized in the ONE who IS BEYOND, the BEYOND and BEYOND that also,
our CREATOR, CHRIST, and SPIRIT, ONE, Amen.

Jesus’ Prayer
Loving Presence, luminous in all Creation,
hallowed be your name.
Thy kin-dom come.
May we reflect on Earth the yielding perfection of the heavens.
Help us to receive an illumed measure from the Earth this day.
Forgive us when we trespass against others,
human and other than human,
as we forgive others who trespass against us.
Keep us on the path of WISDOM
when we are tempted to take the selfish path.
May it be your rule we follow,
your power we exercise, and your radiance which allures.
May this be the truth which guides our lives,
the ground from which our future will grow,
until we meet again. Amen.

Blessing:
LOVE which is the MYSTERY we call, “God” is gestating in you.
we will get our Silent Night.
It may not be the Silent Night of our sentimental rememberings,
but like all nights, it will provide darkness from which we can give birth to LOVE;
LOVE powerful enough to bring peace on Earth and healing to the nations.
Prepare the way for LOVE to be born here and now!
Trim your trees. Mull wine. Wrap presents.
Sing carols. Zoom, Zoom, Zoom as we must.
Reminisce to your hearts content as you,
stay home. Stay safe. Keep your neighbours safe.
Make room for LOVE to be born here and now!
LOVE which IS,
BEYOND, the BEYOND and BEYOND that also.
Our CREATOR, CHRIST, and SPIRIT, ONE. Amen.

Announcements

see below for details

Closing Hymn:

O Holy Darkness Loving Womb
Psalm 139:12; Isaiah 45:3
Text: Jann Aldredge-Clanton; MUSIC: Lewis H. Redner ST. LOUIS

Postlude

Anticipation II
by Marney Curran

SEND US YOUR PEACE
The worship team is working hard to prepare a Christmas Worship
video which will be posted on Christmas Eve, so that you can worship
anytime you want, Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, or indeed anytime
during the twelve days of Christmas.
One of the things the Worship Team is hoping for is your active
participation. It has been a very long time since we have been able to
Pass the Peace to one another. But if ever there was a time to pass
the peace it is Christmas.

We want you to make a video, or take a photograph or paint a picture,
whatever you are moved to create and send it to us via Dropbox or email
by Wednesday December 16 and we will take your offerings ad create an
online Peace which will be included in the Christmas Worship Video.

Once you’ve created your video you can upload it
to this Dropbox
Just cut and past the link below into your browser and
drag your video file as instructed and Dropbox will do the
rest.
https://www.dropbox.com/request/haQ2LTFJqN8ga0B5EhPM
If you have any problems, you can simply send us an email and we’ll help you out!
email holycrosslutheran@rogers.com

Christmas Worship Online
www.holycrosslutheran.ca

Holy Cross is an inclusive community which is:
Progressive in approach: Christlike in action!
Our Christmas Worship Video will be posted
at 5pm on Christmas Eve so that you can
worship anytime during your celebration of
Christmas. Stay home and stay safe!
Peace on Earth, Good Will to All!

The COVID-Grinch
Cannot Steal Christmas!

LOVE Stories
for

Advent & Christmas
The LOVE which is the DIVIVE MYSTERY we call “GOD,”
finds expression in, with, through, and beyond us.
Christmas, the most storied time of the year, is itself the
story of the birth of LOVE in our midst. Christmas LOVE
stories reveal the truth that LOVE is always being born
among us. Join us as we explore LOVE’s birthing season
in stories of LOVE, and you will see that LOVE is always
about to be born in, with, through, and beyond you.

Videos posted to:

www.holycrosslutheran.ca
Tuesdays & Thursdays
“The shortest distance between humanity and the truth is a story.” - Anthony de Mello

Make sure you are on our MAILING LIST
so that we can send you all the Zoom Links
We want to see your smiling face as often as possible!
Send an email to: holycrosslutheran@rogers.com
and we will be sure to send you all our news!

OFFERINGS:
There are several ways to ensure that we are able to continue meeting our commitments.
You can mail in your offerings:
Holy Cross Lutheran Church
1035 Wayne Drive
Newmarket, On. L3Y 2W9
You can sign up to our Preauthorized Remittance Program PAR
contact our Treasurer Sharon Smyth who will guide you
You can go to Holy Cross’ CanadaHelps page to donate just follow the link:

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/36983

E-transfer
You can now transfer funds via email to:
holy.cross.donations@rogers.com

Christmas Worship Online
www.holycrosslutheran.ca

Holy Cross is an inclusive community which is:
Progressive in approach: Christlike in action!
Our Christmas Worship Video will be posted
at 5pm on Christmas Eve so that you can
worship anytime during your celebration of
Christmas. Stay home and stay safe!
Peace on Earth, Good Will to All!

The COVID-Grinch
Cannot Steal Christmas!

FINANCIAL SUMMARY JAN. to OCT. 2020
Accessibility Fund:
Financial Report - General Fund January - October 31, 2020
Jan-Oct.
BUDGET

Jan-Oct.
NCOME
ACTUAL
Regular Sunday Oﬀerings
$72,134.84
BLOG Participants
$5,000
Total OFFERINGS
$77,134.84
$108,195.97
Solar Panel Income
$7,500.00
$6,918.05
Fundraising
$1,666.66
$0.00
Gifts
$416.66
$0.00
There are several ways to ensure that we are able to continue meeting our commitments.
Interest
$0.00
$47.01
You can mail in your offerings:
Non-Budgeted Expenses Holy Cross Lutheran Church $833.34
$0.00

I

OFFERINGS:
1035 Wayne Drive

$1,886.38
Budgeted Expense
Newmarket, On. L3Y 2W9 $833.34
Budgeted Exp.
Government
Subsidy
You can
sign up to our
Preauthorized Remittance Program PAR$12,831.81
our Treasurer
Sharon Smyth who will
guide you
Totalcontact
Budgeted
Expenses
$14,718.19
$583.35
Rentals:
Church
$540.00
You
can go toFacility
Holy Cross’ CanadaHelps page to$1,250.00
donate just follow the link:
Rental: Armitage Daycare
$10,750.00
$10,750.00
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/36983
Movie Nights/Matinees
$2,500.00
$608.81
Miscellaneous Income: LWF
$0.00
$0.00
Sub-Total General Fund
$110,716.90
$133,695.98
2019 Surplus Carried forward
$827.05
$827.05
TOTAL INCOME
$134,773.02
$111,543.95
Designated: LWF
$50.00

E-transfer

You can now transfer funds via email to:
holy.cross.donations@rogers.com

TOTAL EXPENSES to Oct. 31, 2020
NET LOSS as of Oct. 31, 2020

$134,772.98

$112,965.94
-$1,421.99

A payment of $12,500.00 is due by the end of this year.
Thanks to our very generous members, we have raised $10,800.00. Which
means that we need to raise an additional $1,700.00 in order to make this
payment.
THANK-YOU to EVERYONE who has generously given during these
challenging times!

