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Welcome:
Lighting the Advent Wreath:

Reflection on Candles

There is something about a candle.
A microcosm of cosmic light.
Our kinship with a distant star.
Prelude to the rising sun when the wavering voice within us says
there will be no morning after.
Promise to oneself at night not to be afraid of the dark.
There is something about a candle.
Flickering light. Rippling light.
Healing light. Holy light.
Winter, Miriam Therese. Paradoxology: Spirituality in a Quantum Universe (p. 120). Orbis Books

Prelude:

Darkness I
by Marney Curran

Call to Worship
What good is it to me if Mary gave birth to CHRIST twenty centuries ago and I don’t give birth to CHRIST
in my person and my culture and my times.
So, let us prepare room in our lives to bear CHRIST to the world!
In the myths which sustain us, a young woman had the courage to say, “Yes..”
So, let us prepare ourselves to say, “Yes” to the plaintive cries we hear all around us.
In the myths which sustain us, we hear the echoes of peoples longing for LOVE.
So, let us prepare ourselves to join our voices to the cries for peace on Earth.
In the myths which sustain us, angels sang their glorious praise.
So, let us lend our voices to the celestial anticipation of LOVE’s appearing.
Thanks be to All that IS HOLY for the hope which thrives even in darkness!
Thanks be to the ONE who years to be born in us, our LOVER, BELOVED, and LOVE Itself. Amen.

The Place Where Advent Starts

Music:

TUNE: JOYOUS LIGHT by Marty Haugen TEXT: David R. Weiss

Prayer of the Day:
A:
B:
A:
B:

Let’s continue in prayer: We long for God to be stirred,
to tear open the heavens and appear in power and glory.
We are distracted by the hustle and bustle of the season,
and yet we long for the advent of Christ.

A:
B:

Let us open our eyes
so that we can see the appearance of the angels; open our ears so that we can hear
the testimony of the shepherds; open our hearts so that we can ponder the secrets of
Mary; and open our mouth so that we can shout the good news that Christ comes to
us over and over again.

A:
B:

Let us proclaim the wonder of Christ’s advent in us,
with deeds of compassion and grace, so that all may know that God is LOVE.

A:
B:

Let us worship in the name of the ONE who is, was and evermore shall be CHRIST,
born in us. Amen.

Music:

Between Our Thoughts

Reflection:

Gestating in MYSTERY

Within the womb of MYSTERY, we wait.
Gestating in darkness, we fear the ending we cannot see.
Surrounded by unknown dangers, we wait.
Gestating in darkness, we dread the anticipated demise of treasured ways of being.
Longing for the light, we imagine daemons lurking in the dim recesses of life’s challenges.
Gestating in darkness, we cling to feeble notions of salvation.
Grasping at old and tired prophecies, we are quick to abandon WISDOM.
Gestating in darkness, we forget the SOURCE of our fragile being.
Gulping breathes too shallow to heal us, we settle for the trivial, calming, numbness of mundane
pleasures.
Within the womb of MYSTERY, the darkness embraces, nourishes, challenges, refusing to severe the cord
which sustains us, until we are ready to see the ending, we could not see beyond our fear.
Gestating in MYSTERY, we wait, for the ending which gives birth to hope.
In our waiting, the darkness tenderly enfolds us until the breaking of the waters of life.
Within this womb of MYSTERY, we wait. Amen.

Music:

Between Our Thoughts

Gospel:

MARK 13:24-37

“But in those days, after that time of distress, the sun will be darkened, the moon
will lose its brightness, the stars will fall from the sky and the powers in the heavens
will be shaken.
Then they will see the Promised One coming in the clouds with great power and
glory; then the angels will be sent to gather the chosen from the four winds, from the
ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.
Take the fig tree as a parable: as soon as its twigs grow supple and its leaves come
out, you know that summer is near.
In the same way, when you see these things happening, know that the Promised
One is near, right at the door.
The truth is, before this generation has passed away, all these things will have
taken place.
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.
But as for that day or hour, nobody knows it—neither the angels of heaven, nor the
Only Begotten—no one but Abba God.
Be constantly on the watch!
Stay awake!
You do not know when the appointed time will come.
It is like people traveling abroad.
They leave their home and put the workers in charge, each with a certain task, and
those who watch at the front gate are ordered to stay on alert.
So, stay alert!
You do not know when the owner of the house is coming, whether at dusk, at
midnight, when the cock crows or at early dawn.
Do not let the owner come suddenly and catch you asleep.
What I say to you, I say to all: stay alert!”

Sermon:

In the DARKNES of this PANDEMIC

Song of the Day:

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

Music: VENI EMMANUEL, 15th Century Plainsong; arr. Healey Willan
Text: Susan Wickham

O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and fill our lives, all dark and fear dispel,
as once an exiled Israel you found,
redeemed, restored and set on holy ground.
Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to us and in our hearts will dwell.
O come, O light of Christ, so bright and clear
and lift our spirits by your advent here.
In all our longing, show us your face,
that we may know the warmth of your embrace.
Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to us and in our hearts will dwell.

O come, O Wisdom, mind and heart divine,
help us restore a world we’ve let decline.
Enlighten us; your way we would know
and show us where new seeds of hope to sow.
Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to us and in our hearts will dwell.

Prayers:

You are invited to respond to each petition with the words:
ONE in CHRIST, let us give birth to LOVE in the world.

Wherever we are, we pray together trusting that we are ONE in the presence of
MYSTERY. Remembering that we are be-LOVED children of a gracious CREATOR, let
us open ourselves to the LOVE in which we live, and move, and have our being, trusting
the SPIRIT to breathe in, with, through, and beyond us, empowering us to give birth to
LOVE in the world.
Response: ONE in CHRIST, let us give birth to LOVE in the world.
Gestating in MYSTERY, let us remember that we are beloved by the SOURCE of ALL.
All that we are and all that we have is in the LOVE which we call “God.” We, like our
sisters and brothers of all faiths and of none, await the birth of LOVE in all that we are
and all that we do. Let us be mindful of the needs of all those, who like us dwell in this
HOLY MYSTERY. Let us LOVE as we seek to be LOVED, reaching beyond our fears as
we open ourselves to the cries of those for whom the world is ending.
Response: ONE in CHRIST, let us give birth to LOVE in the world.
Waiting in darkness, longing for an end to the pandemic, let us not forget the suffering of
those who are ill, the pain of those who have lost loved ones, the weariness of all those
who care for the sick and the dying. Let us honour their suffering, pain, weariness, and
loss, with our compassion and kindness as we respond with wisdom and patience as we
seek ways to be a healing presence.
Response: ONE in CHRIST, let us give birth to LOVE in the world.
Looking ahead to a long winter of uncertainty, the evidence of a world gone mad with a
lust for power, a hunger for riches and a fascination with violence, threatens to fill us with
despair. Let us not fear to dream, for we are fearfully and wonderfully made. Let us stir
ourselves from complacency as we pursue peace through justice. Let WISDOM inspire
us to dream hope-filled dreams, so that the power of the SPIRIT might find in us, seekers
of justice and makers of peace.
Response: ONE in CHRIST, let us give birth to LOVE in the world.
Gestating in MYSTERY, let us not fear the darkness, but embrace the power of the
darkness to reveal the light. Let us breathe deeply, trusting the SPIRIT to renew us, heal
us, enliven us and make us whole. With our eyes wide open, let us see in the darkness
all that is waiting to be revealed: the plight of our neighbours, the needs of the poor, the
pain of those who grieve, the desperation of those who are afraid. Let what may be
revealed move us to respond with compassion.
Response: ONE in CHRIST, let us give birth to LOVE in the world.

Rejoicing in the pleasures of the darkness, let us give thanks to ALL that is HOLY for the
ability to sing, dance and laugh. Let us build fires of passion so that we might embrace
life with vigor as we take delight in the endless miracles of life.
Response: ONE in CHRIST, let us give birth to LOVE in the world.
Anticipating the breaking of the waters of life, let us look forward with hope to all that is to
come, trusting the ONE who is LOVE to provide the light we need to find our way. Let
our little congregation continue to provide sanctuary and solace even as we challenge
one another to embrace new ways of being church in this ever-changing world.
Response: ONE in CHRIST, let us give birth to LOVE in the world.
Our hope lies in the promise of CHRIST’s being born in, with, through, and beyond us.
Our hope is realized in the ONE who IS BEYOND, the BEYOND and BEYOND that
also, our CREATOR, CHRIST, and SPIRIT, ONE, Amen.

Jesus’ Prayer
Loving Presence, luminous in all Creation,
hallowed be your name.
Thy kin-dom come.
May we reflect on Earth the yielding perfection of the heavens.
Help us to receive an illumed measure from the Earth this day.
Forgive us when we trespass against others,
human and other than human,
as we forgive others who trespass against us.
Keep us on the path of WISDOM
when we are tempted to take the selfish path.
May it be your rule we follow,
your power we exercise, and your radiance which allures.
May this be the truth which guides our lives,
the ground from which our future will grow,
until we meet again. Amen.

Blessing:
As we journey through Advent, let us explore the contours of the darkness in
which we are gestating, so that what is about to be born, might be a world in
which we see the LIGHT of the DIVINE MYSTERY, which is LOVE live in, with,
through and beyond us, empowering us to forsake the way things were,
to let go of our longing to return to “normal”, so that we are ready to embrace new
ways of being, as we usher in a new age in which justice leads to peace.
Keep awake! Stay alert!
LOVE is being born, in the of the darkness.
The LIGHT, which is DIVINE MYSTERY,
is being revealed, over and over again!
May the LIGHT which is LOVE,
be born in you, so that the world may know in you,
the ONE who IS our LOVER, BELOVED, and LOVE Itself. Amen.

Announcements
Dismissal
Closing Hymn:

O Ancient LOVE

verses 1, 2, & 3

Text & Music: Michael Joncas

Postlude

Darkness II
by Marney Curran

LOVE Stories
for

Advent & Christmas
The LOVE which is the DIVIVE MYSTERY we call “GOD,”
finds expression in, with, through, and beyond us.
Christmas, the most storied time of the year, is itself the
story of the birth of LOVE in our midst. Christmas LOVE
stories reveal the truth that LOVE is always being born
among us. Join us as we explore LOVE’s birthing season
in stories of LOVE, and you will see that LOVE is always
about to be born in, with, through, and beyond you.

Videos posted to:

www.holycrosslutheran.ca
Tuesdays & Thursdays
“The shortest distance between humanity and the truth is a story.” - Anthony de Mello

Make sure you are on our MAILING LIST
so that we can send you all the Zoom Links
We want to see your smiling face as often as possible!
Send an email to: holycrosslutheran@rogers.com
and we will be sure to send you all our news!

OFFERINGS:
There are several ways to ensure that we are able to continue meeting our commitments.
You can mail in your offerings:
Holy Cross Lutheran Church
1035 Wayne Drive
Newmarket, On. L3Y 2W9
You can sign up to our Preauthorized Remittance Program PAR
contact our Treasurer Sharon Smyth who will guide you
You can go to Holy Cross’ CanadaHelps page to donate just follow the link:

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/36983

E-transfer
You can now transfer funds via email to:
holy.cross.donations@rogers.com

FINANCIAL
SUMMARY
JAN. to OCT.
2020 31, 2020
Financial Report
- General
Fund January
- October
Jan-Oct.
BUDGET

INCOME
Regular Sunday Oﬀerings
BLOG Participants
Total OFFERINGS
Solar Panel Income
Fundraising
Gifts
Interest
Non-Budgeted Expenses

$833.34

Jan-Oct.
ACTUAL
$72,134.84
$5,000
$77,134.84
$6,918.05
$0.00
$0.00
$47.01
$0.00

$833.34

$1,886.38

$108,195.97
$7,500.00
$1,666.66
$416.66
$0.00

Budgeted Expense
Budgeted Exp. Government Subsidy
Total Budgeted Expenses
Rentals: Church Facility
Rental: Armitage Daycare
Movie Nights/Matinees
Miscellaneous Income: LWF

$12,831.81
$583.35

$14,718.19

$1,250.00

$540.00

$10,750.00

$10,750.00

$2,500.00

$608.81

$0.00

$0.00

Sub-Total General Fund
2019 Surplus Carried forward
TOTAL INCOME
Designated: LWF

$133,695.98

$110,716.90

$827.05

$827.05

$134,773.02

$111,543.95

TOTAL EXPENSES to Oct. 31, 2020
NET LOSS as of Oct. 31, 2020

$134,772.98

$50.00
$112,965.94
-$1,421.99

Accessibility Fund:
A payment of $12,500.00 is due by the end of this year.
Thanks to our very generous members, we have raised $10,800.00. Which
means that we need to raise an additional $1,700.00 in order to make this
payment.
THANK-YOU to EVERYONE who has generously given during these
challenging times!

