
 

Creation Spirituality 
 
MATTHEW FOX: “Honouring all of Creation as Original Blessing, Creation Spirituality integrates 
the wisdom of Eastern and Western spirituality and global indigenous cultures, with the emerging scientific 
understanding of the universe, and the passion of creativity. It is both a tradition and a movement, celebrated 
by mystics and agents of social change from every age and culture. It is also a tradition of the historical 
Jesus himself since it is the wisdom tradition of Israel.” 
 

VIA POSITIVA – Falling in Love with Creation 
Befriending Creation via the way of awe, delight and amazement. Just to be is a blessing. Creation is 
inherently good. “We are fearfully and wonderfully made. Our bodies have the capacity to open us to a 
sensuality grounded in the earth. Our passions are an expression of the Spirit that breathes in all of creation. 
Awe is the beginning of wisdom. Gratitude and reverence open us to intimacy, intensity, and immensity. The 
via Positiva is a way of tasting the beauties and cosmic depths of creation. 
  
 
Welcome: 
  
Prelude:  Opus 28, No.6,  
   F. Chopin 
 
 
  

Music printed under 
LiscenSing #1975 

 

WORSHIP:
Cosmic CHRIST Sunday

Thomas Berry 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
Progressive In Approach:Christlike In Action! 

November 22nd, 2020     

The Paradise of  Our Dreams 
or The Hell of  Our Nightmares? 
Pastor Dawn Hutchings, Musician: Marney Curran  

Worship Team: Marney Curran, Eric Schultz, Andrew Slonetsky, 
Petra Vollmerhausen, Sharon Willan, Jane Winstanley 



Music:      When We Seek Language 
   Text: Carl P. Daw, Jr.; Music:  Carl F. Schalk 
 

 
Call to Worship    
 
1: Celebrating the awesome splendor of the Cosmos, let us rejoice! 
2: Rejoicing that we are intimately part of all that IS, we proclaim our praise with the 

words of our ancestors:  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
1: We pause in the midst of MYSTERY to express our gratitude for Creation.  
 Let us joyfully embrace the ONE that is the source of Creation. 
2: Our gratitude for the beauty of the Earth is beyond measure.  
 We revere the intricate design of creation, the splendid symmetry of the cosmos and 

the delightful dance of our fellow creatures. 
 



1: Let us open ourselves to the wonder of all that is. 
2: We look with awe upon the intimate details of LOVE’s embraces and marvel at the 

abundance of grace. 
 
1: Let us sing our praise to the ONE WHO IS, WAS, and EVERMORE SHALL BE BEYOND 

the BEYOND and BEYOND that also! CHRIST the COSMIC ONE. 
2: Christ rises in, with through and BEYOND us!  Alleluia! 
 
 
Reading:      ‘How Miniscule this Planet’     

     Thomas H. Troeger  
 
How miniscule this planet amidst the stars at night,  
a mote that floats in vastness,  
mere dust that catches light,  
yet, God, you count of value, of boundless, precious worth,  
all creatures who inhabit this tiny, mite-sized earth.  
Together Faith And Science extend what we can see,  
and amplify our wonder at all you bring to be:  
how energy and matter have coalesced in space  
as consciousness and meaning,  
and hearts that yearn for grace.  
And from that wonder blossoms wonder that exceeds the reach of human 
dreaming for meeting earth's deep needs:  
the Christ, in whom all matter, all energies cohere, is born upon this planet and 
dwelling with us here. By Christ we are connected to every shining star, to every 
atom spinning, to all the things that are, and to your very being, around, below, 
above, suffusing each dimension with light and life and love.  

 
 
Prayer of the Day:  an interpretation of the prayer attributed to Jesus  

 
MYSTERY, closer to us than our own hearts, farther from us than the most distant star, you 
are beyond naming.  
May your powerful presence become obvious not only in the undeniable glory of the sky, but 
also in the seemingly mundane and common processes of the earth.  
Give us what we need, day by day, to keep body and soul together, because clever as you 
have made us,  
we still owe our existence to you.  
We recognize that to be reconciled with you, we must live peaceably and justly with other 
human beings, putting hate and bitterness behind us.  
We are torn between our faith in your goodness and our awareness of the pain in creation, so 
deliver us from the temptation to despair.   
Yours alone is the universe and all its majesty and beauty.  
So it is, Amen. 

  



 

VIA NEGATIVA – Letting the Dark Be Dark  
Befriending the darkness, letting go and letting be. In darkness and nothingness, in the silence and emptying, 
in the letting go and letting be, and the pain and suffering that constitute and are equally a real part of our 
spiritual journey. The via Negativa is a way of emptying oneself and befriending the darkness. Language 
cannot do everything.  
 

Music:  Within, Between and Far Beyond  verses 1, 3, & 4 

 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Reading  The Wild Edge of Sorrow by Francis Weller, 2015   

Silence and solitude invite us to pause, to slow down and to stop. How rare this is in a culture that 
revels in continuous motion. We live in a highly extroverted culture in which everything is 
expressed and exposed at all times of day and night.  This has led to a coarsening of our 
language and a dilution of substance. Mythologist and storyteller Martin Shaw says that we are 
“addicted to disclosure” and yet this pseudo-contact leaves us feeling unseen in the most 
essential ways. We need to learn the skill of restraint, of holding close to the heart what needs 
our utmost attention.  Without thoughtful hesitation what precipitates out of our grief will not have 
had the time to ripen into something worthy of utterance. We are often too quick to reveal, lacking 
subtlety in what we expose about ourselves. We suffer from what I call premature 
revelation, sharing too much, too soon, and with little regard for the shyness of the soul. We can 
also feel pressure from others to reveal what is moving deep within. We must learn to modulate 
our exposure, allowing things to ripen and mature in the container of the heart before revealing 
our secret inside flesh to others. In so doing we will be better able to hear the subtle character 
and nuanced complexities of our inner life. 
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Within, Between and Far Beyond
CONDITOR ALME SIDERUM

LM



 
VIA CREATIVA – Befriending Our Divinity 
The Via Creativa is a way of expressing the marriage between the via Positiva and the via Negativa. Just 
when we think new life will never come again, the path of giving birth, creating, imagination and passion 
opens us to new possibilities of our own DIVINE nature.  God is not out there somewhere, but right here in 
our midst and within.  
 
 
Acclamation  Christ Within Us Hidden 
    Text:  S. Curtis Tufts;  TUNE:   MERRIAL – Now the Day is Over 
 

CHRIST, within us hidden. 
CHRIST, in all and each. 
CHRIST, who comes unbidden. 
CHRIST, within our reach. 
 
CHRIST, in friendship’s sharing. 
CHRIST, in stranger’s face. 
CHRIST, reborn in caring. 
CHRIST, in LOVE’s embrace. 
 
CHRIST, in Love recovered. 
CHRIST, in hope revealed. 
CHRIST, in faith discovered. 
CHRIST, in tombs unsealed. 
  

Gospel   Matthew 25:31-46 
 
Jesus said: 
“At the appointed time the PROMISED ONE, (HUMAN ONE) will come in glory escorted by all the 
angels of heaven, and will sit upon the royal throne, with all the nations assembled below. 
Then the PROMISED ONE, (HUMAN ONE) will separate them from one another, as a shepherd 
divides the sheep from the goats.  
The sheep will be placed on the right hand, the goats on the left. 
The ruler will say to those on the right, ‘Come, you blessed of my Abba God! 
Inherit the kin-dom prepared for you from the creation of the world! 
For I was hungry, and you fed me; I was thirsty, and you gave me drink. 
I was a stranger and you welcomed me; naked and you clothed me. 
I was ill and you comforted me; in prison and you came to visit me.’ 
Then these just will ask, ‘When did we see you hungry and feed you, or see you thirsty and give 
you drink? 
When did we see you as a stranger and invite you in, or clothe you in your nakedness? 
When did we see you ill or in prison and come to visit you?’ 
The ruler will answer them, ‘The truth is, every time you did this for the least of my sisters or 
brothers, you did it for me.’ 
Then the ruler will say to those on the left, ‘Out of my sight, you accursed ones! 
Into that everlasting fire prepared for the Devil and the fallen angels! 
I was hungry and you gave me no food; I was thirsty, and you gave me nothing to drink. 



I was a stranger, and you gave me no welcome; naked and you gave me no clothing. 
I was ill and in prison and you did not come to visit me.’ 
Then they in turn will ask, “When did we see you hungry or thirsty, or homeless or naked, or ill or 
in prison, and not take care of you? 
The answer will come, ‘The truth is, as often as you neglected to do this to one of the least of 
these, you neglected to do it to me.” 
They will go off to eternal punishment and the just will go off to eternal life. 

 
 
Sermon:   What about those raging anti-maskers, pandemic- 

  denying, conspiracy-theory-loving, in your face,  
   right-wing nut-jobs? 
 
  
  

God  IS  a River Peter Mayer
In the ever-shifting water of the river of this life
I was swimming, seeking comfort; I was wrestling waves to find
A boulder I could cling to, a stone to hold me fast
Where I might let the fretful water of this river 'round me pass
And so I found an anchor, a blessed resting place
A trusty rock I called my savior, for there I would be safe
From the river and its dangers, and I proclaimed my rock divine
And I prayed to it "protect me" and the rock replied

God is a river, not just a stone
God is a wild, raging rapids
And a slow, meandering flow
God is a deep and narrow passage
And a peaceful, sandy shoal
God is the river, swimmer
So let go

Still I clung to my rock tightly with conviction in my arms
Never looking at the stream to keep my mind from thoughts of harm
But the river kept on coming, kept on tugging at my legs
Till at last my fingers faltered, and I was swept away

So I'm going with the flow now, these relentless twists and bends
Acclimating to the motion, and a sense of being led
And this river's like my body now, it carries me along
Through the ever-changing scenes 
and by the rocks that sing this song



Song of the Day:  Creator and Poet  verses 1, 3, 4 
     Words & Music: Sandra Sears 

 



VIA TRANSFORMATIVA – Befriending a New Creation 
Humans are capable of great creativity and great destruction discerning between the two requires justice 
and compassion. As we become more just and compassionate, we become more fully human.  
 

1) Prayers of the People   you are invited to respond to each petition with  
      the words:  Freed by CHRIST, let us be LOVE in the world! 
 
L: Wherever we are, we are in the MYSTERY who IS LOVE.  So, let us open ourselves to 
 LOVE so that our prayers move beyond words and into action. 
 HOLY MYSTERY the splendour of the Cosmos is beyond words, let our gratitude for 
 the blessings which flow all around us remind us that we are ONE with the Earth. 
 Let us walk gently and touch lightly the contours of this planet, so that all may know 
 the healing power of the Earth and Stars. 
All: Freed by CHRIST, let us be LOVE in the world! 
 
L: In a world gone mad with the lust for power, the hunger for riches and a fascination with 

violence, we long for a god to intervene and cast the mighty from their thrones.  Let us 
remember whose we are so that we might seek the WISDOM to be DIVINE agents of 
change.   

All:   Freed by CHRIST, let us be LOVE in the world! 
 
L: Mindful of the suffering caused by the pandemic, we hold in our hearts those who are 

sick, those who are tending the sick, those who are isolated, those who are afraid, those 
who are toiling away in laboratories,  and our leaders. Let all our actions contribute to 
comfort and healing as together we seek the wisdom and compassion to restore 
wholeness. 

All:   Freed by CHRIST, let us be LOVE in the world! 
 
L: Blessed by the LOVE we find in one another, we hold in our hearts those whose needs 

we ow call to mind…silence….Let the healing power of the ONE breathing in, with, 
through, and beyond us bring hope to those in need. 

All:    Freed by CHRIST, let us be LOVE in the world! 
 
L: Freed by CHRIST to be LOVE in the world, let us look to the Cosmos remembering that 

CHRIST comes again, and again, and again. 
All: Our hope lies in the promise of CHRIST’s appearing again, and again, and again. 

Our hope is realized in the ONE who IS BEYOND, the BEYOND and BEYOND that 
also, our CREATOR, CHRIST, and SPIRIT, ONE, Amen. 

 
 
 

  



Blessing: 
 

We are embodiments, incarnations, of the ONE Jesus embodied 
We are the Body of CHRIST;  
a CHRIST which is so much more than we can begin to imagine,  
a CHRIST of COSMIC dimensions. 
As for “them,” you know, “those people” the “others,”  
let us look beyond our labels, beyond our categories,  
beyond our judgements, to see the HUMAN ONE,  
the CHRIST who lives, in, with, through, and beyond even “them.” 
Let us take no pleasure in the misfortunes of others, whether they be sheep or goats. 
Let us be CHRISTs to one another,  
giving and receiving, LOVEing and being LOVEd, 
So that together, we can create the heavens of our dreams  
Let us live life, in all its eternal glory, here and now, 
blessed by the ALL that is HOLY, 
our CREATOR, CHRIST, and SPIRIT, ONE.  Amen. 

 
 
Announcements:  see below for details 

 
  

Jesus is not some sort of cosmic bargain 
with a demanding, jealous, elsewhere 

god, sacrificing himself so that we can live 
happily ever after!  

Jesus of Nazareth was fully human.  
The Christ is the experience of Jesus his 

followers encountered after his death. The 
Cosmic Christ is neither human nor divine, 
but rather a gateway into the MYSTERY’s 

presence among us. 
 



Song:     I AM the Dream 
     Words: S. Curtis Tufts; Music: Rick Gunn 

Postlude    Nimrod, from Enigma Variations, Op. 36  
     by E. Elgar 



     

 
 
  

Advent begins 
Sunday Nov. 29th 

You are invited to join us each Sunday 
during Advent.  
Our worship will begin with the 
lighting of the Advent Wreath. 
Please consider preparing an Advent 
Wreath for your home – all you need 
are 4 candles and some greens, and 
you will be ready to light candles for 
Hope, Love, Peace, and Joy in your 
home.  
 



Make sure you are on our MAILING LIST  
so that we can send you all the Zoom Links 

We want to see your smiling face as often as possible! 
Send an email to: holycrosslutheran@rogers.com  

and we will be sure to send you all our news! 
 
  

OFFERINGS: 
There are several ways to ensure that we are able to continue meeting our commitments. 

 

You can mail in your offerings: 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

1035 Wayne Drive 
Newmarket, On. L3Y 2W9 

 

You can sign up to our Preauthorized Remittance Program PAR 
contact our Treasurer Sharon Smyth who will guide you 

 

You can go to Holy Cross’ CanadaHelps page to donate just follow the link: 
 

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/36983 
 

E-transfer 
You can now transfer funds via email to: 

holy.cross.donations@rogers.com 
 

 



FINANCIAL SUMMARY JAN. to OCT. 2020 

Accessibility Fund:   

A payment of $12,500.00 is due by the end of this year. 
Thanks to our very generous members, we have raised $10,800.00. Which 
means that we need to raise an additional $1,700.00 in order to make this 
payment.  

THANK-YOU to EVERYONE who has generously given during these 
challenging times!  

Financial Report - General Fund January - October 31, 2020

INCOME
Jan-Oct. 
BUDGET

Jan-Oct. 
ACTUAL       

Regular Sunday Offerings $72,134.84
BLOG Participants $5,000
Total OFFERINGS $108,195.97 $77,134.84
Solar Panel Income $7,500.00 $6,918.05
Fundraising $1,666.66 $0.00
Gifts $416.66 $0.00
Interest $0.00 $47.01
Non-Budgeted Expenses $833.34 $0.00

Budgeted Expense $833.34 $1,886.38

Budgeted Exp. Government Subsidy $12,831.81
Total Budgeted Expenses $583.35 $14,718.19

Rentals: Church Facility $1,250.00 $540.00
Rental: Armitage Daycare $10,750.00 $10,750.00
Movie Nights/Matinees $2,500.00 $608.81
Miscellaneous Income: LWF $0.00 $0.00

Sub-Total General Fund $133,695.98 $110,716.90
2019 Surplus Carried forward $827.05 $827.05

TOTAL INCOME $134,773.02 $111,543.95
Designated: LWF $50.00

TOTAL EXPENSES to Oct. 31, 2020 $134,772.98 $112,965.94
NET LOSS as of Oct. 31, 2020 -$1,421.99
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