
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Welcome:    Christ is Risen! 
     Christ is Risen In Us!  Alleluia! 
 

PRELUDE:    Rise Up My Love by Healey Willan 

Greeting 

Music:    Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing 
     Text: Brian A. Wren; Music: T. Williams 

 CHRIST is alive! Let Christians sing. 
 The cross stands empty to the sky. 
 Let streets and homes with praises ring. 
 LOVE, drowned in death, shall never die. 
 
 CHRIST is alive! No Longer bound 
 to distant years in Palestine, 
 but saying, healing here and now, 
 and touching ev’ry place and time. 
 
 CHRIST is alive, and comes to bring  
 good news to this and ev’ry age, 
 till Earth and sky and ocean ring 
 with joy, with justice, love, and praise. 
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Song of Praise   LOVE Is the Touch 
     Text: Alison M. Robertson; Music: John L. Bell 
 

LOVE is the touch of intangible joy; 
LOVE is the force that no fear can destroy; 
LOVE is the goodness we gladly applaud: 
GOD is where LOVE is, for LOVE is of GOD. 
 
LOVE is the lilt in a lingering voice: 
LOVE is the hope that can make us rejoice; 
LOVE is the cure for the frightened and flawed: 
GOD is where LOVE is, for LOVE is of GOD. 
 
LOVE is the light in the tunnel of pain; 
LOVE is the will to be whole once again; 
LOVE is the trust of a friend on the road: 
GOD is where LOVE is, for LOVE is of GOD. 
 

Reading    John 20:1-18  (Readers Michelle & Joshua Heinze) 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was not yet light, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw 
that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other 
disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we 
do not know where they have laid him.” 
Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. The two were running together, but 
the other disciple outran Peter, reached the tomb first, and bending down to look in, saw the linen 
wrappings lying there, but did not go in. Then Simon Peter came following after, and went into the tomb. 
Peter saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the 
linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also 
went in and saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that Jesus must rise from 
the dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes. 
But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and she saw 
two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the 
feet.  
They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and 
I do not know where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus 
standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 
Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?  Whom are you looking for?” 
Supposing it to be the gardener, she replied, “Sir, if you have carried Jesus away, tell me where you have 
laid him, and I will take him away.” 
Jesus said to her, “Mary!” 
She turned and exclaimed in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 
Jesus said to Mary, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to God. But go to my sisters 
and brothers and say to them, “I AM ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 
Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that 
Jesus had said these things to her. 
                   

  



Music   Are You Now Alive? 
    TEXT:  Brian Wren;  
    MUSIC: Daniel Charles Damon 

 
Are you now alive, Rabbi Jesus, Friend? 
Surely you have died. You were crucified! 
Show us you are raised! Clear our musty rooms  
with your Spir-it’s breeze, 
as our hopes revive, finding you, alive. 
 
Still, for every life, death remains the norm, 
firm as ancient stone, feared, familiar, known. 
Lift our downcast gaze to your Easter dawn! –  
From your risen life 
all our hopes derive, serving you alive. 
 
Though our world reveals how in death we trust 
(anger, killing, war), you can help us grow 
joy, compassion, peace, love forgiving wrong,  
hope outliving grief, 
as your people thrive, praising you, alive. 
 
Jesus, living Word, you alone we trust. 
By your life we’ll live till we go to dust. 
Risen out of time, thousands will, by grace,  
meet you face to face 
as we all arrive, praising you, alive.  

 
 

Reading:    John 20: 10-25   (Reader: Jeremy Heinze) 
 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house were the 
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Judeans, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you.” 
Having said this, Jesus showed them his hands and side. 
Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 
Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you.  As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 
Having said this, Jesus breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 
So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” 
But Thomas said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in Jesus’ hands, and put my finger 
in the mark of the nails and my hand in Jesus’ side, I will not believe.” 
 

 



Music    Be Not Afraid 
   Text: Matthew 28:5; Taize Community;  
    Music:  Jacques Berthier 
 

Be not afraid, sing out for joy! 
Christ is risen, alleluia! 
Be not afraid, sing out for joy! Christ is risen, alleluia! 

  

Gospel:   John 20:26-31 
 
A week later the disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.  
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 
Then Jesus said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and 
put it in my side.  Do not be faithless but believe.” 
Thomas answered, “My Lord and my God!” 
Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me?   
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this 
book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Child 
of God, and that through believing you may have life in Jesus’ name. 
 

Reflection   Longing for Resurrection 

 
Song of the Day:  Touching Jesus 
   Text: David R. Weiss; Music: Thomas A. Dorsey, Precious Lord 
 

Easter morn, through my tears, call my name, bring me near, 
And I hear, and I look, and I hope.  
Over cross, over death, bringing life, drawing breath; 
Precious LOVE , once again, you are whole! 
 
Easter Eve, I’m away; you were there, but I say,--- 
Let me see, let me touch, let me know.--- 
Once again, there you are; finger tips, touch your scars; 
In my heart, Precious LOVE, now I know. 
 
Precious LOVE, still your hands, bear your wounds, many lands: 
Some are lost, some are least, some are hurt, --- 
Let me touch you in deed, as I touch those in need; 
Use my hands, Precious LOVE, make them whole! 
 

 
Prayers of the Body 



Prayer   An interpretation of the prayer Jesus taught: 
 

LOVER of us all, MOSTHOLY ONE 
help us to respond to you 
to create what you want for us here on earth. 
Give us today enough for our needs; 
forgive our weak and deliberate offences, 
as we forgive others 
when they hurt us. 
Help us to resist evil, 
and to do what is good; 
for we are yours,  
endowed with your power 
to make the world whole. 
All praise and honour is yours forever. Amen. 

    

Song:  Where the Light of Easter Day  
 TEXT:  Shirley Erena Murray; MAC 
 

Where the light of Easter Day shines through our life 
--then faith can say, 
CHIRST is living, CHRIST is moving,  
CHRIST is changing all – the world. 
Here is GOD’s creation! 
 

Where the yeast of LOVE will rise, 
bubbling with God’s new enterprise, 
CHIRST is living, CHRIST is moving,  
CHRIST is working through the world. 
Here is GOD’s creation! 
 

Where a child can grow in trust, where there is joy 
that powers are just, 
CHIRST is living, CHRIST is moving,  
CHRIST will colour all the world. 
Here is GOD’s creation! 
 

Where the SPIRIT’s flame burns bright,  
where there is health, and truth, and light, 
CHIRST is living, CHRIST is moving,  
CHRIST will resurrect the world. 
Here is GOD’s creation! 
 

Blessing 
 
Postlude:  Sing, Joyous Christians, by Antonio Lotti 



Please stay tuned to the end of the video for a special appeal  
from Council Member Eric Schultz! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

OFFERINGS: 
 

There are several ways to ensure that we are able to continue meeting our commitments. 
 

You can mail in your offerings: 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

1035 Wayne Drive 
Newmarket, On. L3Y 2W9 

 
You can sign up to our Preauthorized Remittance Program PAR 

contact our Treasurer Sharon Smyth who will guide you 
 

You can go to Holy Cross’ CanadaHelps page to donate just follow the link: 
 

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/131691727RR0001-holy-cross-lutheran-church/ 
 

 



 
 


